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Objective: The Qur’an, as the central text of Islamic
civilization, has always been the focus of efforts for
ireservation, understanding, and dissemination. Among the

ey means of achieving this were the sciences and
techniques of Qur’anic recitation, which played a crucial
role during the era of the Companions and Successors
(Sahaba and Tabi ‘@in). This study aims to explore the role of
Qur’anic recitation sciences in the expansion of Islamic
culture and knowledge during the first two centuries of
Islam, and their impact on tafsir and jurisprudence.
Method: This research employs a descriptive—analytical
approach, relying on library sources. Data were collected
from historical and exegetical works, as well as from the
writings of early Qur’anic scholars. Special attention was
given to the study of the personal codices (masahif) of the
Companions and their role in Qur’anic instruction and
transmission.

Results: Findings show that the diversity of recitations and the
personal codices of Companions such as ‘Alf ibn Abi Talib, Ibn
Mas‘td, and Ubayy ibn Ka'b contributed not only to the
preservation of the Qur’an but also to the promotion of Qur’anic
understanding. These differences enriched exegetical and
juridical studies, leading to new interpretative and legal insights.
Qur’an teachers such as Ibn Mas‘td, Ibn ‘Abbas, and Zayd ibn
Thabit played a vital role in centers like Medina, Kiifa, and
Basra, training generations of Qur’an reciters and transmitters
and thereby expanding Qur’anic culture.

Conclusions: The sciences and techniques of Qur’anic
recitation in the era of the Companions and Successors were
instrumental in preserving and spreading the Qur’an and its
teachings. Rather than causing division, differences in
recitation fostered intellectual and cultural growth in early
Islamic society. The codices and educational efforts of the
early generations provided a lasting legacy, laying the
foundations for Islamic civilization and the global
dissemination of Qur’anic knowledge.
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Introduction

The Holy Qur’an, as the foundational text upon which Islam and Islamic
civilization are built, has always been at the center of attention for Muslims.
Continuous efforts have been made throughout Islamic history to preserve,
understand, and disseminate the Qur’an across Muslim societies. Among the
significant aspects of these efforts are the sciences and techniques of Qur’anic
recitations (‘ulim al-qira’at), which have played a vital role in safeguarding
the authenticity of the Qur’an and promoting its teachings. During the time of
the Companions (sahabah) and the Followers (tabi‘@in), particularly in the first
two Hijri centuries, variations in Qur’anic recitations and the distinctive
features of the personal codices (masahif) of the Companions served as
primary instruments for the diffusion of Islamic culture. This study examines
the role of the sciences of Qur’anic recitations in spreading Qur’anic
knowledge and Islamic culture during this critical historical period.

Research Methodology

This study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, utilizing data drawn
from primary historical and exegetical sources. Various materials, including
Islamic history texts, Qur’anic commentaries (tafsir), and works by early
Qur’anic scholars, were analyzed. Particular attention was given to the study
of the personal codices of the Companions and Followers and their role in
Qur’anic education during this era. The research further explores the
relationship between recitational differences and the broader dissemination of
Islamic culture in the early centuries of Islam.

Findings

In the early centuries of the Hijrah, differences in Qur’anic recitations and
the diversity of the codices of the Companions and Followers were a notable
reality in the transmission of the Qur’an. Personal masahif, such as those
attributed to Imam ‘Al1, Ibn Mas‘td, and Ubayy ibn Ka‘b, played a crucial
role in Qur’anic instruction and dissemination. These masahif, with their
particular features - including slight differences in stirah arrangement and
interpretive annotations - not only contributed to the preservation of the
Qur’anic text but also reflected a diversity of perspectives on Qur’anic
understanding among the early Muslim community.

Furthermore, the science of recitations, by analyzing the various modes of
Qur’anic pronunciation and the associated divergences, especially in
exegetical contexts, significantly contributed to the flourishing of both
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Qur’anic exegesis and Islamic jurisprudence during the period of the
Companions and the Followers. These recitational differences influenced the
interpretation of Qur’anic meanings and were instrumental in the development
of legal reasoning (ijtihad), a phenomenon that continued into later theological
and jurisprudential discussions.

In addition, prominent Qur’anic teachers and early exegetes such as
Mus‘ab ibn “‘Umayr, ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘iid, ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas, and Zayd
ibn Thabit played pivotal roles in the education and dissemination of Qur’anic
knowledge. Their efforts in teaching proper recitation and explaining the
meanings of verses contributed substantially to the spread of Qur’anic
understanding and Islamic culture. Especially in key centers such as Medina,
Kufa, and Basra, these figures trained generations of Qur’anic memorizers and
reciters who significantly advanced the sciences of the Qur’an in the Islamic
world.

Conclusion

The sciences and techniques of Qur’anic recitations and the differences
therein played a foundational role in the development of Qur’anic knowledge
and the spread of Islamic culture during the era of the Companions and the
Followers. These recitational variations contributed not only to the
preservation and interpretation of the Qur’an but also to the emergence of
exegetical and legal sciences in the Islamic tradition. The personal codices of
the Companions and Followers, with their distinctive features, served as
authoritative resources for Qur’anic education and the promotion of Islamic
knowledge in various communities.

The efforts of Qur’anic educators such as Mus‘ab ibn ‘Umayr, ‘Abdullah
ibn Mas‘td, Zayd ibn Thabit, and others were crucial to the expansion of
Qur’anic and Islamic educational culture. These individuals were not merely
transmitters of the Qur’an; they also interpreted and clarified its verses,
thereby influencing the formation of diverse exegetical traditions and
contributing to the rise of religious literacy in early Muslim societies.

Ultimately, this study demonstrates that the sciences of Qur’anic recitation
and the masahif of the early generations were instrumental in preserving and
promoting the Qur’an and its teachings in the formative centuries of Islam.
These scholarly and cultural efforts laid the foundation for Islamic civilization
and enabled the widespread dissemination of Qur’anic knowledge across the
Muslim world.
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