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Revisiting the Permissibility of Optional Waqf at Verses
Engings/ Distances (Fawasil -e- Ayat)"

Morteza Ghasemi Khah !

Abstract

Wagf idtirari (compulsory pause) is permissible at any position in Quranic
recitation; however, waqf ikhtiyari (optional pause) is governed by the specific
rules of waqf wa ibtida’ (pausing and resuming). Given that the Quran contains
over 6,000 verses, the most common place for a wagf is at the end of verses,
making the examination of the rules for pausing at the end of different types of
verses particularly significant. When comparing the beginning of a verse to the
end of the preceding verse, three categories of verses emerge: 1. Verses that are
independent in both wording and meaning from the preceding verse. 2. Verses
that are dependent on the preceding verse only in meaning. 3. Verses that are
dependent on the preceding verse in both wording and meaning. It is unanimously
agreed that pausing at the end of verses in the first and second categories, and
resuming with the subsequent verse, is permissible. However, regarding the third
category, there is a scholarly disagreement on whether an optional wagf is
permissible at such verse endings. Furthermore, if such a waqf is permissible,
what are the rules for resuming recitation afterward? Scholars have proposed four
perspectives on the permissibility of wagf at the boundaries of verses in the third
category. This article employs a descriptive-analytical method to address the
aforementioned questions. After critically evaluating the arguments of these four
perspectives, none were deemed conclusive. The findings indicate that the
Sunnah does not explicitly prescribe pausing at the end of every verse.
Nevertheless, considering that the end of verses is distinct from other Quranic
phrases, an optional wagf at the end of verses in the first and second categories is
desirable. For verses in the third category, optional wagf at their boundaries is
permissible to demonstrate the Quran’s linguistic inimitability (i’jaz bayani) and
rhythmic coherence.

Keywords: Resumption (ibtida’), Verse Boundaries (fawasil al-ayat),
Quranic Recitation (Qir’at), Pausing (waqf), Optional Pausing (waqf ikhtiyari).
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