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Objective: This study seeks to identify and formulate the principles of
professional ethics governing adjudication in Qur’an competitions. The
central problem addressed is the absence of a codified ethical charter for
this profession, despite the widespread and continuous organization of
Qur’anic competitions in Iran. The research investigates the following
question: What ethical principles ensure both accurate adjudication (i.e.,
correspondence with objective reality) and ethical adjudication (i.e.,
avoidance of injustice toward participants)?

Method: The study was conducted using the Grounded Theory
methodology. Data were collected through 34 in-depth interviews and semi-
structured questionnaires involving 19 1ud es and 15 competitors with
experience at provincial and national levels. lgurposeful sarglmg continued
until theoretical saturation was achieved. Data were analyzed through open,
axial, and selective coding. To deepen and substantiate the findings, relevant

Islamic teachings were also incorporated into the analytical framework.

Findings: Data analysis yielded 28 principles of professional ethics
classified into two main categories:
1. Principles related to organizers (9 principles), including:
- Selection of competent judges; - Systematization of the adjudication
process; - Measurability of evaluation criteria; - Transparent communication
of regulations; - Adherence to official bylaws; - Ensuring equality among
E?qmmpants; - Transparency in results; - Granting the right to appeal; -
lementation of second-level adjudication (supervisory review)
2. Principles related to judges (19 principles), including:
- Avoidance of self-interest; - Commitment to fairness; - Acceptance of
adjudication when qualified; - Awareness of the moral weight of haq
al-nas (rights_of in ividuals%_; - Avoidance of partial or agmenteg
judgment; - Reliance on objective criteria rather than comparative
impressions; -Avoidance of speculative reasoning beyond sensory
}f)erceptl_on; - Intelligent response and emotional regulation; - Freedom
rom prior assumfptlons; - Independence of judgment; - Confidentiality;
- Preservation of contestants’ dignity; - Avoidance of halo effects; -
Avoidance of personality-based juggment; - Control of emotional
reactions; - Maintenance of concentration; - Acce%tance of fallibility
Conclusion: The codification and observance of these 28 principles can
enhance the quality of adjudication in Qur'an competitions,
institutionalize justice and fairness, foster Qur’anic talent development,
and promote Qur anic ethical values within society.
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Introduction

Following the Islamic Revolution in Iran, Qur’an competitions at national
and international levels became a sustained and institutionalized phenomenon.
Beyond the nationwide competitions organized by bodies such as the State
Endowments Organization, numerous institutions now conduct internal
Qur’anic competitions among their members.

After more than four decades, adjudication in these competitions has
evolved into a distinct professional field, yet it lacks a formally articulated
ethical charter. In this study, “adjudication” is understood in its broad sense—
any act of evaluative judgment—distinct from, though related to, legal
judgment or arbitration.

The importance of just adjudication in Islam is underscored by Qur’anic
injunctions such as Q 4:58 (“When you judge between people, judge with
justice”) and numerous narrations emphasizing accountability even in
seemingly minor forms of judgment. Despite significant efforts to articulate
professional ethics in fields such as academic research, education, legal
practice, and peer review, no independent study has systematically addressed
professional ethics in the adjudication of Qur’an competitions.

This research gap necessitates a structured inquiry into principles capable
of guaranteeing both correct adjudication (correspondence to evaluative
reality) and ethical adjudication (free from injustice or violation of
participants’ rights).

Methodology

This study employed the qualitative and inductive Grounded Theory
approach, suitable for generating theory directly from systematically collected
field data.

Participants

The study population consisted of two groups: Judges of Qur’an
competitions and competitors with experience at provincial, national, or
international levels

Purposeful sampling was initiated and continued until theoretical
saturation was achieved. In total, 34 participants (19 judges and 15
competitors) were interviewed.

Data Collection and Analysis: Data collection and analysis occurred
concurrently. 460 raw data units were extracted. Open coding reduced them to
68 initial codes. Axial coding synthesized these into 28 central concepts.
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Selective coding organized these concepts into two core categories: Principles
related to organizers and principles related to judges.

To deepen the emergent theory, documentary analysis of relevant Qur’anic
verses and Islamic narrations was conducted, ensuring alignment between
empirical findings and Islamic ethical foundations.

Findings
A deep analysis of field and documentary data led to the identification of

28 principles of professional ethics, which can be presented in two main
categories:

I Principles Related to Organizers (9 Principles)

1. Selection of Competent Judges: Judges must possess technical expertise
(recitation and memorization mastery), practical experience, and adequate
psychological capacity.

2. Systematization of Adjudication: Clear and precise bylaws must be
formulated.

3. Measurability of Criteria: Ambiguous notions such as “beauty” must be
operationalized into objective indicators.

4. Comprehensive Orientation: Judges must fully understand regulations;
contestants must be informed beforehand.

5. Adherence to Regulations: Avoid ad hoc rule changes during
competitions.

6. Maximum Equality: Ensure uniform conditions for all contestants (e.g.,
fair drawing of lots).

7. Transparency of Results: Provide score sheets and constructive
explanations.

8. Right to Appeal: Establish formal mechanisms for contesting results.

9. Second-Level Adjudication: Implement supervisory oversight of judges
to enhance accountability.

II. Principles Related to Judges (19 Principles)

1. Avoidance of self-interest

2. Commitment to fairness

3. Acceptance of responsibility when qualified

4. Awareness of adjudication as a matter of saqq al-nas

5. Avoidance of premature or fragmented judgment

6. Reliance on established criteria rather than interpersonal comparison
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7. Avoidance of speculative inference beyond sensory evidence

8. Emotional regulation and intelligent response

9. Freedom from prior assumptions

10. Exclusive focus on the present performance

11. Independence from other judges’ influence

12. Avoidance of compensating for others’ errors through score
manipulation

13. Confidentiality

14. Preservation of contestant dignity

15. Avoidance of halo effects

16. Avoidance of personality judgments

17. Concealment of emotional reactions

18. Sustained concentration

19. Acceptance of fallibility and willingness to correct mistakes

Discussion and Conclusion

This study presents the first systematic ethical charter for adjudication in
Qur’an competitions, grounded in both empirical field data and Islamic ethical
teachings. The findings reveal that optimal adjudication depends on two
interdependent pillars: Structural integrity of the adjudication process
(organizational responsibility) and ethical integrity of judges (personal
responsibility)

The extracted principles align closely with both modern professional ethics
frameworks and Islamic doctrines of just judgment. For example: Emotional
neutrality corresponds with narrations prohibiting internal bias before
establishing truth. Awareness of hagq al-nas aligns with traditions
emphasizing the grave accountability of judges on the Day of Judgment.

Institutional implementation of these principles requires: rigorous judge
selection and continuous training, revision of regulations toward greater
measurability, and effective supervisory and appeals mechanisms

Adherence to these 28 principles will not only enhance the qualitative
standards of Qur’an competitions but may also serve as a practical
embodiment of Qur’anic ethical conduct, promoting justice-oriented values
within the broader society.
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