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Objective: This study aims to investigate the role of the Torah as one
of the external confextual indicators (qara’in kharijiyyah) in the
process of tarjih (preferential evaluation) among variant Qur’anic
readings (wwjith al-qira’at), particularly within the narrative

assages %qa,sas al-Qur ’dn%, he central research question concerns

ow the Torah’s narrative background may be utilized in assessing
and selecting between competing readings. ) )
Method: The research adopts a descriptive-analytical method with a
comparative approach. The research population includes all instances of
variant readings in the %ur’émc narrative verses, from which purposive
sampling was conducted. Data were collected through a comparative
examination of the Qur’anic text, authoritative exegetical works (fafsir),
classical manuals of gira at, and available translations of the Torah. The
analytical procedure involved comparing variant readings with the Torah
as an external textual indicator and evaluating the degree of congruence
between each reading and the Torah’s narrative account. )
Findings: The findings demonstrate that in eight instances of variant
readings within Qur anic narratives, the Torah may function as a
supporting indicator in preferring one reading over another: )
In Qur'an 5:23 (“yakh?ﬁn / yukhafiin’), the Torah sup/}()orts the active
form (yakhafin); In 11:81 (“imra’atuka / imra’atuki”), the Torah
corroborates the nominative reading; In 11:81 (inclusion or omission
of “wa la yaltafit minkum ahad”), the Torah confirms the ‘Uthmanic
codex reading; In 2:61 (“fiimiha / thimiha”), the Torah strengthens
the non-canonical reading thamiha (“garlic”); In 2:61 (“misran /
Misra”), the Torah supports the readlng without tanwin, treating
“Mist” as a proper noun; In 2:31 (“‘aradahum | ‘aradaha |
‘aradahunna’), the Torah favors the non-canonical feminine/non-
rational pronoun forms; In 2:49 (“yudhabbihiin / yuqattilﬁn”l), the
Torah strengthens the reading yugqattilin; In 12:100 (“lahu / li-llah”),
the Torah supports the well-known reading lahu. o
Conclusion: The Torah may serve as a valid supplementary indicator
alongside traditional criteria of tarjth, such as conformity to the
‘Uthmanic consonantal skeleton (rasm al-mushaf), authenticity of
transmission, and compliance with Arabic grammatical norms.
Nevertheless, it does not independently determine the final preference;
rather, the preferred reading is that which is su%ported by the
cumulative weight of evidentiary indicators. This study opens a new
avenue in gira at research and highlights the importance of engaging
earlier scriptural traditions in Qur’anic studies.

Cite this article: Najafi, R.; & Najafi, M. (2025). Examining the Role of the Torah in the
Preferential Evaluation of Variant Qur’anic Readings in the Narrative Passages. Studies of
Quran Reading, 13 (24), 91-112. https://doi.org/10.22034/qer.2025.18364.1251

Publisher: Al-Mustafa International University.

© The Author(s).
By DOI: https://doi.org/10.22034/qer.2025.18364.1251



https://doi.org/10.22034/qer.2025.18364.1251
https://doi.org/10.22034/qer.2025.18364.1251
https://orcid.org/0009-0009-2097-341X
https://orcid.org/0009-0009-2097-341X
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Studies of Quran Reading, 2025, 13 (25) 92

Introduction

Variant readings of the Qur'an constitute one of the most significant
phenomena in the history of the Qur’anic text. From the late first Islamic
century onward, these variants developed into an extensive and often debated
scholarly discipline. Prominent reciters (qurra’) across different regions
adhered to particular readings based on distinct evidentiary bases. In certain
cases, these variations substantially affected exegetical meaning.

Consequently, Muslim scholars of ‘ulim al-Qur’an sought criteria for
adjudicating between competing readings. Classical standards included
conformity to the ‘Uthmanic rasm, sound chains of transmission (sikhat al-
sanad), and consistency with Arabic linguistic principles. However, one
potential indicator that has received comparatively limited systematic
attention is the Torahic background of Qur’anic narratives.

Despite numerous studies on gira’at, no independent study has yet
examined the Torah’s role in the preferential evaluation of variant readings.
While occasional references to Biblical material appear in discussions of
certain verses, these have not been undertaken systematically or with precise
textual engagement. This article therefore addresses the following central
question: In which cases, and to what extent, can the Torah function as a
criterion in evaluating variant readings within Qur’anic narratives?

Methodology

This study is qualitative and foundational-theoretical in nature, employing
a descriptive-analytical method within a comparative framework. The
research corpus consists of all narrative verses containing reported variant
readings. Purposive sampling was employed to select cases sharing a parallel
narrative background in the Torah.

Three categories of sources were consulted:

Major exegetical works for identifying variant readings and exegetical
positions;

Specialized gira at manuals for documenting transmission variants;

The Torah (primarily the Book of Genesis, Book of Exodus, and Book of
Numbers) for establishing the narrative background.

The analytical process involved identifying the variant readings in each
verse, examining the corresponding Torahic account, and evaluating the
degree of narrative coherence between each reading and the Torahic text. The
Torahic indicator was then assessed relative to other classical criteria of
preference.
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Findings

Comparative analysis of eight cases yields the following results:

5:23 (yakhdfin / yukhafiin): Book of Numbers (ch. 14) identifies Joshua
and Caleb as Israelites, supporting the active reading (yakhafin).

11:81 (imra atuka /imra atuki): Book of Genesis (ch. 19) reports that Lot’s
wife left the city but disobeyed the command not to look back, supporting the
nominative reading.

11:81 (presence/absence of “wa la yaltafit...”): The Torah’s explicit
prohibition of looking back confirms the ‘Uthmanic reading containing the clause.

2:61 (fumiha / thiumiha): Book of Numbers (ch. 11) mentions garlic among
the Israelites’ requested foods, strengthening the non-canonical thimiha.

2:61 (misran / Misra): The Torah refers to Egypt as a proper noun,
supporting the reading without tanwin.

2:31 (‘aradahum / ‘aradahd / ‘aradahunna): Book of Genesis (ch. 2)
emphasizes Adam naming animals, supporting feminine/non-rational pronoun
forms.

2:49 (yudhabbihiin / yugqattilun): Book of Exodus (ch. 1) describes
Pharaoh’s order to cast male infants into the river, aligning more closely with
yuqattiliin.

12:100 (lahu / li-llah): Book of Genesis (ch. 37) recounts Joseph’s dream
of celestial bodies prostrating to him, supporting the well-known reading lahu.

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings demonstrate that the Torah may function as a legitimate and
independent external indicator in the process of farjih, alongside classical
criteria such as conformity to the rasm, authenticity of transmission, and
grammatical validity. Notably, the Torah sometimes corroborates the
canonical reading and at other times strengthens a non-canonical variant,
indicating that it operates as a historical-textual witness rather than a
doctrinally biased source.

Nevertheless, the Torah does not possess decisive authority in isolation.
The final preferred reading must be determined through a cumulative
evaluation of all relevant indicators.

This study opens a new methodological horizon in gird’at studies and
underscores the importance of critically engaging earlier scriptural traditions
within Qur’anic scholarship. It further suggests extending this comparative
approach to other domains of Qur’anic studies, including exegesis,
lexicography, and the history of the Qur’anic text.
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