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Objective: This study examines the extent to which the variant
readings (ikhtilaf al-qira’at) transmitted from the Seven Canonical
Reciters (al-qurra’ al-sab ‘ah) influence the meaning of the verses of
Qur'an, specifically in Strat Yunus. It further seeks to clarify the
Qur’an’s own position regarding these variants. The central research
problem concerns whether the meanings generated by divergent
readings remain consistent with the overall contextual flow (siyaq) of
the verses, and which reading may be identified as the most authentic.
Method: The research employs a descriptive-analytical approach,
drawing upon authoritative exegetical sources—such as Majma ‘ al-
Bayan, al-Kashshaf, Riih al-Ma'ani, and al-Mizan—as well as
specialized works on gira ‘at, including al-Taysir, al-Nashr, and al-
Hujjah. The research corpus consists of all twenty-two instances of
variant readings attributed to the Seven Reciters in Surat Ynus,
each of which 1s comprehensively examined and analyzed.
Findings: Out of the twenty-two cases of variant readings in Siirat
Yinus, sixteen do not affect the semantic content of the verse,
whereas six result in meaningful semantic variation. In these six
instances, the widely transmitted reading of ‘Asim as narrated by
Hafs demonstrates tull consistency with the contextual coherence
and internal harmony of the Qur’anic discourse, conveying the most
precise and comprehensive meaning. The semantically significant
cases occur in verses 16 (la adrakum / la-adrakum), 22
(yusayyirukum / yanshurukum), 30 (tablu / tatlu), 35 (la yahaddi / la
yahdr), 81 (al-sihr / al-sihr), and 88 (li-yudillii / li-yadilli).
Conclusion: The Qur’an, through its intrinsic coherence and unified
contextual structure, preserves the authenticity of its own reading. In
all instances where variant readings yield divergent meanings, the
reading of ‘Asim through the transmission of Hafs aligns most
consistently with the broader textual context. This finding indicates
that, beyond the authority of transmission chains and the scholarly
stature of the reciters, the Qur’an itself functions as an independent
criterion in determining the most sound reading.
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Introduction

The phenomenon of variant Qur’anic readings (ikhtilaf al-qira at) has long
constituted one of the most significant and debated issues in Qur’anic studies.
These variations, rooted in factors such as dialectal diversity, pedagogical
transmission among the Companions, and the juristic reasoning (ijtihad) of
reciters, raise a fundamental question: How can one determine the most
authentic reading corresponding to the revelation received by the Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him)?

The significance of this issue lies in the fact that certain variants may lead
to semantic shifts and, in some cases, produce contrasting interpretations of a
verse. Although numerous studies have examined variant readings in various
strahs, no independent and comprehensive study has been devoted to the
variant readings of the Seven Reciters in Strat Yinus. Given that this stirah
contains twenty-two recorded instances of variation, it provides an appropriate
corpus for assessing the semantic impact of these differences and for
evaluating the Qur’'an’s role as an internal criterion in determining the
preferred reading.

This study addresses three principal questions:

To what extent do the variant readings of the Seven Reciters affect the
meaning of the verses of Strat Yiinus?

In cases of semantic divergence, which reading accords most closely with
the contextual flow of the verses?

Can the Qur’an itself function as an independent criterion for identifying
the sound reading?

Methodology

This qualitative, foundational-theoretical study adopts a descriptive-
analytical methodology. The research population comprises all twenty-two
instances of variant readings transmitted from the Seven Reciters in Strat
Yiinus. A comprehensive census method was employed, ensuring that all cases
were examined.

Two principal categories of sources were consulted:

Specialized works on qira’at for documentation of variant forms, including
works such as al-Taysir fi al-Qira’at al-Sab * and al-Nashr fi al-Qird’at al-
‘Ashr.

Authoritative exegetical works—including Majma“ al-Bayan, al-
Kashshaf, Rith al-Ma ‘ant, al-Bahr al-Muhit, and al-Mizan—for semantic and
contextual analysis.
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The analytical procedure involved identifying each variant, extracting its
semantic implications from exegetical literature, and evaluating its
compatibility with the immediate and broader context of the verse. The
principal criterion for preference (farjih) was the degree of harmony between
the meaning generated by a given reading and the overall contextual and
thematic coherence of the stirah.

Findings
A minute examination of the twenty-two cases of variant readings (ikhtilaf

al-gira’at) transmitted from the Seven Canonical Reciters (al-qurra’ al-
sab ‘ah) in Stuirat Yiinus, shows the following outcome:

1. Variants without Semantic Impact (16 Cases)

In sixteen of the twenty-two instances, the differences are either
morphological, phonetic, or syntactic in nature and do not result in substantive
semantic change. In such cases, the readings either represent synonymous
expressions or grammatical variations that preserve the essential meaning of
the verse.

2. Variants with Semantic Impact (6 Cases)

In six cases, however, the variant readings yield distinct semantic
outcomes:

Verse 16 (la adrakum / la-adrakum): The widely transmitted reading /@
adrakum coheres with the verse’s affirmation of the Prophet’s prior
unawareness of the revelation, aligning seamlessly with the subsequent
reference to his prolonged life among his people.

Verse 22 (yusayyirukum / yanshurukum): The reading yusayyirukum (“He
causes you to travel”) corresponds more closely with the maritime imagery
and narrative progression of the verse.

Verse 30 (tablu/ tatlu): The reading tablu (“to test/experience”) aligns with
the eschatological context of accountability, more fully conveying the
intended meaning than fatlu.

Verse 35 (1a yahaddi / 1a yahdi): The form la yahaddr (passive/reflexive
sense) better supports the polemical argument against false deities by
encompassing both their inability to guide and their own incapacity for
guidance.
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Verse 81 (al-sihr / al-sihr): The declarative reading al-sihr accords with
Moses’ proclamation of truth, whereas the interrogative form weakens the
rhetorical structure of the passage.

Verse 88 (li-yudillii / li-yadillii): The transitive form /i-yudillii (“that they
may lead others astray”) conveys a broader and more forceful sense within
Moses’ supplication against Pharaoh and his elite.

In all six cases, the reading of ‘Asim as transmitted by Hafs exhibits the
strongest alignment with contextual coherence and semantic completeness.

Discussion and Conclusion

The study demonstrates, first, that the semantic impact of variant readings
in Strat Yanus is limited, affecting fewer than one-third of the recorded cases.
Second, in every instance of meaningful divergence, the reading of ‘Asim (via
Hafs) proves most consistent with the internal coherence and contextual unity
of the Qur’anic discourse.

This conclusion suggests that the criterion for determining the preferred
reading should not rest solely on the authority of transmission chains or the
scholarly stature of individual reciters. Rather, the Qur’an itself—through its
integrated structure and contextual harmony—serves as an independent and
complementary standard for evaluation.

This principle resonates with the Qur’anic declaration in 15:9 affirming
divine preservation of the Revelation, which may be understood to encompass
the safeguarding of its authentic recitation. Accordingly, the enduring
prominence of the reading of ‘Asim (Hafs transmission) in the Muslim world
may be explained not only by its strong isnad but also by its consistent
conformity with the Qur’an’s internal textual coherence.

The study underscores the necessity of incorporating contextual analysis
as an independent methodological criterion—alongside traditional standards
such as transmission authenticity, conformity to the ‘Uthmanic consonantal
skeleton, and Arabic linguistic principles—in the preferential evaluation of
Qur’anic variant readings.
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