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Objective: This study aims to identify and analyze the characteristics
of meaning-oriented recitation (tilawah ma ‘n&-mahwar{)of the Noble
Qur’an in the verbal and practical conduct ﬁsz‘mh) of the Prophet of
Islam, Muhammad (SAWW), and the Ahl al-Bayt (AS). The central
research question explores which features distinguished the recitation
of the Infallibles (AS% such that it profoundly influenced listeners, and
how contemporary reciters may benefit from this model to enhance the
spiritual and communicative quality of their recitation. )
Method: The research adopts a_qualitative, descnfﬁlye-analyt;cal
approach based on authoritative library sources, including classical
exegetical, hadith, and historical works from both Sunni and Shi‘i
traditions. Relevant narrations concerning the Qur’anic recitation of
the Infallibles (AS) were s&lstematlcally collected and thematically
analyzed. The extracted data were categorized into conceptual
dimensions and examined through a structured analytical framework.
Findings: The findings demonstrate that the meaning-oriented
recitation of the Infallibles (AS) may be analyzed within three
grmc_:lpal dimensions: ) ) ) o ) )
piritual-Devotional Dimension: including sincerity of intention,
seeking refuge (isti‘adhah), outward and inward purity, contemplation
tadabbur), humility gc.hus i), and reverential awe.
tructural-Technical Dimension (Geometry of Recitation):
Technical aspects: beautiful voice, appropriate melody and modulation,
controlled vocal ornamentation (farji’), sorrowful tone, measured
recitation (fartil), reflective pauses, observance of tajwid and eloquence,
and recitation according to authentic Arabic melodic modes.
Content-structural aspects: adherence to the widely accepted
canonical reading and avoidance of anomalous recitations.
Impact-Oriented  Dimension: repetition of verses for deeper
internalization, contextual selection of verses apfproprlate to time and
place, passionate and heartfelt delivery, and effective modulation of
vocal 1ntens1t}i“to convey meaning.
Conclusion: The sirah of the Prophet (SAWW) and the Ahl al-Bayt
(AS) presents a_comprehensive }ﬁaradlgm_ of meaning-centered
recitation, integrating spirituality, authentic recitational technique, and
communicative effectiveness. Contemporary reciters can elevate their
performance by simultaneously attending fo these three dimensions,
thereby transforminﬁ recitation into a spiritually resonant and socially
impacftful act aligned with divine guidance.
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Introduction

Qur’anic recitation has historically served as one of the most powerful
means of spiritual cultivation and religious communication in Islam. Yet
recitation limited to phonetic precision or aesthetic vocalization cannot
produce lasting transformation. Meaning-oriented recitation, by contrast,
seeks to internalize and transmit the divine message through a harmonious
integration of comprehension, spirituality, and vocal artistry.

Although previous scholarship has examined aspects of aesthetic recitation
and semantic engagement with the Qur’an, a comprehensive study grounded
directly in the sirah of Muhammad (SAWW) and the Ahl al-Bayt (AS) remains
lacking. This research addresses that gap by systematically extracting and
analyzing narrations describing their recitational practice, thereby formulating
a coherent theoretical framework.

Methodology

This qualitative foundational study utilizes a descriptive-analytical
method. The research corpus includes primary hadith collections (such as the
Four Books of Shi‘i tradition and the Sihah Sittah of Sunni tradition),
exegetical works, and historical sources describing the Qur’anic conduct of
the Infallibles (AS).

Relevant narrations were identified through targeted thematic sampling.
Data were gathered via textual analysis and categorized into conceptual
clusters. The extracted components were then organized into three
overarching dimensions: spiritual-devotional, structural-technical, and
impact-oriented.

Findings

Examination of the verbal and practical conduct (sirah) of the Prophet of
Islam, Muhammad (SAWW), and the Ahl al-Bayt (AS) demonstrate that, the
meaning-oriented recitation of the Infallibles (AS) may be analyzed within
three principal dimensions:

1. Spiritual-Devotional Dimension

This dimension constitutes the foundational layer of meaning-oriented
recitation:

Sincerity (Ikhlas): Narrations emphasize avoidance of ostentation and
worldly motives.
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Seeking refuge (Isti‘adhah): Protection from satanic distraction ensures
spiritual focus.

Purity: Both outward (cleanliness, pleasant appearance) and inward
(spiritual state).

Contemplation (Tadabbur): Recitation without reflection is deemed
deficient.

Humility and Awe: True beauty of recitation lies in reverential
consciousness reflected in the voice.

Reports describing the recitation of Muhammad (SAWW) indicate that his
voice carried profound spiritual gravity, often moving listeners — even
opponents — to reflection.

2. Structural-Technical Dimension (Geometry of Recitation)

A. Technical Aspects

Beautiful Voice: Described in narrations as an adornment of the Qur’an.

Melodic Excellence: The Prophet (SAWW) was described as among the
most melodious in tone.

Tarji° (Controlled Vocal Ornamentation): Practiced without resembling
profane singing.

Sorrowful Tone: The Qur’an is reported to have been revealed with solemn
gravity; thus, recitation embodies spiritual poignancy.

Tartil: Measured, articulated recitation consistent with Qur’anic injunction
(Q 73:4).

Reflective Pauses: Verse-by-verse stopping enhanced contemplation.

Observance of Tajwid and Eloquence: Accurate articulation safeguards
meaning.

Authentic Arabic Modes: Avoidance of imitating non-Islamic musical
patterns.

B. Content-Structural Aspect

Adherence to the widely recognized canonical reading was emphasized,
discouraging anomalous or rare recitational forms that might confuse
audiences.

3. Impact-Oriented Dimension

This dimension reflects communicative strategy:
Repetition of Verses: The Prophet (SAWW) reportedly repeated certain
verses throughout the night to deepen reflection.
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Contextual Selection: Strategic recitation in specific circumstances—such
as the recitational conduct attributed to Husayn ibn Ali (AS) during the events
of Karbala—demonstrates alignment of recitation with existential context.

Passionate Engagement: Recitation expressed deep emotional and spiritual
connection.

Vocal Modulation: Historical accounts describe his voice reaching distant
listeners, indicating deliberate modulation aligned with meaning.

Discussion and Conclusion

The recitational model of Muhammad (SAWW) and the Ahl al-Bayt (AS)
represents an integrated paradigm combining spiritual purification, technical
mastery, and communicative intentionality. Unlike approaches that prioritize
aesthetic performance alone, this model situates vocal beauty within a broader
ethical-spiritual framework.

The study’s primary contribution lies in its systematic tripartite
categorization, offering a structured theoretical and practical framework for
contemporary reciters. To achieve authentic meaning-oriented recitation,
reciters must simultaneously cultivate: spiritual refinement and sincerity,
mastery of authentic recitational techniques within Shari‘ah parameters,
communicative sensitivity to audience, context, and semantic nuance.

By emulating the luminous example of the Prophet (SAWW) and the Ahl
al-Bayt (AS), contemporary reciters can transcend purely technical execution
and transform recitation into a spiritually transformative and socially
impactful act.
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