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Objective: This study aims to comparatively assess the rijali status of
Hafs b. Sulayman and Shu‘bah b. ‘Ayyash, the two principal
transmitters of the reading of ‘Asim, within the twin disciplines of
hadith transmission and Qur’anic recitation (qira ah). The central
problem concerns evaluating the isnad credibility of their narrations
and recitational transmissions in light of Sunni biographical-critical
sources.

Method: Employing a library-based descriptive-analytical method,
the study systematically gathers and analyzes rijali appraisals of both
transmitters from major Sunni authorities — such as Yahya ibn Ma'in,
Muhammad al-Bukhari, Ibn Abi Hatim, Ibn Adi, and Al-Dhahabi.
Their respective standings in terms of ‘adalah (uprightness) and dabt
(precision) are then comparatively evaluated across both fields.
Findings: The results indicate that Shu‘bah b. ‘Ayyash is widely
deemed reliable (thigah) and upright by leading Sunni critics. His
hadiths and recitational transmission were accepted by major
traditionists, including al-Bukhari and the compilers of the Four
Sunan. Although a decline in his memory during old age is
acknowledged, reliance on his written materials compensates for this
deficiency.

In contrast, Hafs b. Sulayman is subject to extensive criticism in the
rijal literature. His uprightness has not been established; rather, he has
been accused of falsehood by several early critics. While some reports
suggest his superiority over Shu‘bah in memorization of ‘Asim’s
reading, such relative strength in retention cannot compensate for the
absence of verified integrity. The later theory—advanced by al-
Dhahabi—distinguishing between Hafs’s weakness in hadith and
reliability in qira’ah lacks explicit support in early rijal authorities.
Conclusion: Given the verified integrity and reliability of Shu ‘bah and
the absence of comparable accreditation for Hafs, Shu‘bah’s
transmission—both in hadith and recitation—possesses stronger rijalt
support. This conclusion bears significance for isnad evaluation and
for determining normative preference between the two principal
transmissions of ‘Asim’s reading
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Introduction

The reading of ‘Asim b. Abi al-Najud constitutes one of the canonical
Seven Readings of the Quran. It has been transmitted primarily through two
celebrated narrators: Hafs b. Sulayman and Shu‘bah b. ‘ Ayyash. Between their
respective transmissions, more than five hundred points of variation are
documented.

Simultaneously, both transmitters appear in Sunni hadith corpora, making
an assessment of their rijali standing essential not only for the study of gira ‘at
but also for hadith authentication. Despite scattered discussions in classical
and modern scholarship, no comprehensive comparative study has examined
their status across both disciplines based on early and later Sunni biographical
sources. This research addresses the following question: How do Sunni rijal
authorities evaluate the ‘adalah and dabt of Hafs and Shu‘bah, and what
implications does this evaluation hold for the credibility of their
transmissions?

Methodology

This qualitative foundational study relies on descriptive-analytical
examination of primary Sunni rijal and hadith sources (2nd—9th centuries AH).
Key works consulted include:

Tarikh of Yahya ibn Ma'in

al- Ilal of Ahmad b. Hanbal

al-Jarh wa al-Ta ‘dil by Ibn Abi Hatim

al-Kamil by Ibn Adi

al-Thigat by Ibn Hibban

Tahdhib al-Kamal by al-Mizzi

Mizan al-1 tidal by Al-Dhahabi

Data were categorized under two principal evaluative criteria: (1) ‘adalah
(moral probity) and (2) dabt (accuracy in transmission). Direct comparative
statements regarding their recitational competence were also analyzed.

Findings
The findings may be categorized into several domains:

1. Hafs b. Sulayman

Among the Six Canonical Hadith Collections, only Ibn Majah transmits
two reports from him, while al-Tirmidhi cites one with explicit
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acknowledgment of his weakness. Al-Bukhari, Muslim, Abii Dawid, and al-
Nasa’1 omit him.

Early critics—including Yahya ibn Ma'in, al-Nasa'1, al-Daraqutni, and Ibn
Adi—graded him weak, some accusing him of fabrication.

Alleged endorsements attributed to figures such as Waki® or Ahmad b.
Hanbal are either misattributed to other individuals (e.g., Hafs b. Ghiyath) or
lack sound chains.

The later distinction proposed by Al-Dhahabi—that criticism concerns
only his hadith, not his qira’ah—finds no clear precedent among early
authorities, who did not articulate such disciplinary separation.

2. Shu ‘bah b. ‘Ayyash

His narrations were accepted by al-BukharT and the compilers of the Four
Sunan (Muslim includes only a report in his introduction).

Authorities such as Ibn Sa‘d, Yahya ibn Ma'in, Ahmad b. Hanbal, al-‘IjIi,
and Ibn Hibban describe him as sadiiq and thigah.

Although a decline in memory during old age is acknowledged, his written
transmissions were deemed reliable; thus, his credibility remained intact.

3. Direct Comparison in Qira’ah

Early critics (e.g., Ayytib b. al-Mutawakkil and Yahya ibn Ma'in) noted
Hafs’s superior memorization but affirmed Shu ‘bah’s greater trustworthiness.

Abil Hatim al-Razi explicitly described Shu ‘bah as more firmly established
(athbat) in recitation.

Later claims favoring Hafs in qira’ah either suffer from weak attribution or
refer solely to mnemonic capacity, not to integrity.

Discussion and Conclusion

The cumulative evidence demonstrates that Shu‘bah’s ‘adalah and thiqqah
are firmly established within Sunni rijal criticism. His limited mnemonic
weakness does not undermine his credibility, given reliance on authenticated
written materials. Conversely, Hafs’s standing is marred by persistent
allegations undermining his probity. Even if his memorization of ‘Asim’s
reading were comparatively strong, mnemonic excellence cannot substitute
for verified integrity in transmission. The disciplinary bifurcation proposed by
later scholars — separating hadith reliability from qira’ah reliability —
appears methodologically inconsistent with early rijal principles, which treat
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recitational transmission as a form of narrated knowledge subject to analogous
evaluative criteria.

Accordingly, in choosing between the two principal transmissions of
‘Asim’s reading, the transmission of Shu‘bah b. ‘Ayyash enjoys stronger rijalt
foundations. This finding carries implications for both hadith authentication
and the critical evaluation of canonical recitational traditions.
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