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Objective: This study investigates the impact of the Qur anic recitations
(gira ‘at) of the Com]i)amons.—pamculary ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ad and
Ab1 ibn Ka'b—on early Sunni tafsir (1st—4th centuries AH). The primary
research question examines how and to what extent these qird’at
influenced the exegetical approaches of early commentators, and their
relation to the standardized “Uthmant codex. )
Method: A descrlptlve-analﬁlcal approach was employed, focusin
on key early Sunni tafsirs: Ma ‘ant al-Qur’an by al-Farra, Tafsir al-
IQIW ‘an al- ‘Azim by Ibn Abi Hatim al-Raz1, and / rab al-Qur 'an by Al-
ahhas. Instances of the Companions’ qira’at were systematically
collected and analyzed, with attention to their alignment or divergence
from the ‘Uthmani qira’ah and the interpretive approach of the
commentator (reporting, explanatory, or analytical).
Findings: Research findings indicate that the majority of the
companions' opinions in carly commentaries pertain to Abdullah ibn
Mas'ud and Ubay ibn Ka'b. Commentators, while referencing the well-
known and widespread recitations, also alluded to the recitations of these
two companions. However, these references were primarily reportative,
and the commentators did not engage in analyzing, clarifying, or
pnormzm%the companions' recitations. In numerous instances, such as
in verses Baqarah 78, Baqarah 24, Kahf 4, Kahf 8, and Zummar 3,
commentators treated the companions' recitations as their interpretive
theories rather than independent recitations. Furthermore, the recitations
of Ibn Mas'ud and Ubay ibn Ka'b were sometimes in agreement with the
prevalent recitation (e.g., Yunus 2 and Insan/4) and sometimes divergent
(e.g., Baqarah 322 and Al-Imran 818). In cases of discrepancy,
commentators, without favoring a particular recitation, contented
themselves with merely reporting the difference.
Conclusion: Despite the formal establishment of the ‘Uthmant
codex, early Sunni exegetes did not omit reference to the
Companions’ qira’at. Their approach was largely cautious and
reporting-oriented; they recognized these readings as exegetical
insights “rather than independent textual variants to rival the
‘Uthmani text. This cautious approach reflects: (1) the
marginalization of non-‘Uthmani codices, and (2) uncertainty
regarding the permissibility of elevating or_interpreting variant
readings. Nonetheless, the consistent reporting of these qira’at
indicates the exegetes’ effort to preserve the interpretive heritage of
the pious predecessors, illuminating the early interplay between
Companion recitations and Sunni exegetical tradition.

Cite this article: Omidi, A.; & Gholami, S.S.; & Omidi, F. (2025). Exploring the Influence

of Companions’ Qira’at on Early Sunni Tafsir. Studies of Ouran Reading, 13724), 287-316.
https://doi.org/10.22034/qer.2025.18785.1258

© The Author(s). Publisher: Al-Mustafa International University.
By DOI: https://doi.org/10.22034/qer.2025.18785.1258



https://doi.org/10.22034/qer.2025.18785.1258
https://doi.org/10.22034/qer.2025.18785.1258
https://orcid.org/0009-0003-2601-3715
https://orcid.org/0009-0003-1190-4064
https://orcid.org/0009-0003-1190-4064
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Studies of Quran Reading, 2025, 13 (25) 288

Introduction

Following the standardization of the Qur’an under Caliph ‘Uthman ibn
‘Affan, the circulation of non-‘Uthmant codices — including those of Ibn
Mas‘ud, Abt b. Ka‘b, and Abti Misa al-Ash‘ar1 — was restricted. However,
prominent scholars such as Makki b. Ab1 Talib, Damitt, Ibn Khalawiyah, and
early exegetes including al-Farra, Ibn Abi Hatim, Al-Nahhas, and al-Tabar1
preserved awareness of these codices.

This study investigates how the qira’at of Companions influenced early
Sunni tafsir. Specifically, it addresses whether commentators treated these
readings with the same authority as the ‘Uthmani qira’ah and identifies which
non-Uthmani codices were most influential.

Despite numerous studies in the field of Qira'at (recitations) and Tafsir
(exegesis), no independent study has yet been conducted that delves into the
influence of the Companions' recitations on early Sunni exegeses, focusing on
prominent works such as Ma'ani al-Qur'an by al-Farra', Tafsir Ibn Abi Hatim,
and I'rab al-Qur'an by al-Nahhas. This research seeks to fill this gap and
answer the aforementioned questions.

Methodology

A qualitative, foundational study using a descriptive-analytical approach
was undertaken. Three key tafsirs were selected purposively:

Ma ‘ant al-Qur an (al-Farra, d. 207 AH) — linguistic-literary focus

Tafsir al-Qur’an al- ‘Azim (Ibn Abi Hatim al-Razi, d. 327 AH) — hadith-
oriented

I‘rab al-Qur’an (Al-Nahhas, d. 338 AH) — syntactic and qira’ah emphasis

Data collection involved systematic identification and cataloging of all
references to Companions’ qira’at. These references were analyzed in two
main categories: alignment with the ‘Uthmani qira’ah and divergence from it,
further assessed according to the commentators’ approach (reporting,
explanatory, or analytical).

Findings

The examination of 21 examples of Quranic verses that were referred to in
the studied commentaries regarding the recitations of the companions yielded
the following results:

1. Recitations in agreement with the well-known recitation:

In cases like verse 27 of Surah Yunus (Qata'an / Qat'an), Ubay ibn Ka'b
chose the well-known recitation "Ta'am" with a softened "Taa'". In verse 4 of
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Surah Insan, Ibn Mas'ud's recitation was in agreement with the well-known
recitation. In verse 68 of Surah Al-Ahzab (Kabiran / Kathiran), the recitations
of Ubay ibn Ka'b and Ibn Mas'ud were "Kabiran" and in agreement with the
well-known recitation, with Ubay explaining in the commentary that
"Kabiran" means "Kathiran" (abundant). These instances show that the
companions' recitations were not always in opposition to the well-known
recitation.

2. Different Recitations Compared to the Famous Recitation with the
Reporting Approach of Commentators:

In numerous instances, commentators have contented themselves with
mentioning the differences in recitation, without offering any analysis or
preference. For example:

- Verse 158 of Al-Bagarah (g shy/g ski): The recitation of Ibn Mas'ud is
mentioned, but not analyzed.

- Verse 228 of Al-Baqarah (ugia/(#2): Farra' mentions the recitation of
Ibn Mas'ud but provides no explanation.

- Verse 126 of Al-Baqarah (4xic¥/42isl): Nahhas reports the recitation of
Ubayy ibn Ka'b, but does not analyze it.

- Verse 16 of Al-Kahf () 50 (e Gsvmg s /40 ¥) & s Les): Tbn Abi Hatim
mentions this recitation and clarifies that it appears in the Mushaf of Ubayy
and Ibn Mas'ud, and is indeed an interpretation of the verse.

- Verse 80 of Surah Al-Kahf (S, <\Waé/ly 2ia8): Thn Abi Hatim mentions
this recitation and considers it an interpretation of the verse.

- Verse 53 of Az-Zumar (sbi (al baes @ 9idll/lases 63l éay): Farra' reports
this recitation and considers it an interpretation of the verse.

- Verse 16 of Al-A'la (U553 &35 d=/0s%5% J=): Nahhas mentioned this
recitation and introduced it as an interpretation of the verse.

3. Cases with a Justificatory or Evidentiary Approach:

In some instances, commentators have attempted to justify or provide
evidence for a companion's recitation:

- Verse 18 of Al-Baqarah (Lwee L& laia / ec 2% 4 2): Nahhas, while
accepting Ibn Mas'ud's recitation, referred to his esteemed position.

- Verse 181 of Al-Imran («—S:—w / 3% w): Farra' recalled Hamzah's
acceptance of Ibn Mas'ud's recitation.

- Verse 33 of Az-Zumar ('s+\s / <l»): Ibn al-Jazari explicitly stated that the
recitations of Ibn Mas'ud and Ubayy served to explain the interpretation of the
verse.
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- Verse 5 of Ad-Duha (¢l ¢libay g/ @by ca gl ): The reciters, while
mentioning Ibn Mas'ud's recitation, noted that both future particles (o - sin
and <« - sawfa) carry the same meaning.

- Verse 14 of Al-Layl (555 /Lb): Farra' attributed Ibn Mas'ud's recitation
to his Mushaf.

- Verse 38 of Al-Kahf (240 s Ul / UiSY): Nahhas mentioned the recitation
of Ubayy ibn Ka'b.

- Verse 16 of Al-Fath ()salus sl / (sales): Nahhas conveyed the recitation
of Ubayy ibn Ka'b from Kisa'i.

4. Cases of Famous Recitation and Comparatively Mentioning
Companions' Recitations: -

In verse 22 of Al-Waqi'ah (Lie 1,55 / (ie U5~ 5), Nahhas mentioned the
famous recitation and the recitation of Ubayy ibn Ka'b side-by-side.

5. Cases with Minimal Attention to Companions' Recitations:

In verse 9 of Ad-Duha (S 28/ e85 38) Tbn Abi Hatim merely mentioned
the recitation of Ibn Mas'ud and did not even allude to the meaning of the word

" S (takhar).

Discussion and Conclusion

The study indicates that early Sunni exegetes, while acknowledging the
authority of the ‘Uthmani codex, preserved references to the qira’at of Ibn
Mas‘td and Abt b. Ka‘b. Their treatment was largely reporting-oriented; the
readings were recognized as exegetical aids rather than independent textual
authorities. This cautious stance reflects:

The marginalization of non-‘Uthmani codices after standardization.

Scholarly hesitancy regarding the permissibility of elevating divergent
readings.

Nonetheless, the consistent documentation of Companion readings
demonstrates the exegetes’ effort to preserve the interpretive heritage of the
pious predecessors. This research contributes to understanding the early Sunni
tafsir tradition and the influence of Companion qira’at in shaping exegetical
perspectives.
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