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Objective: This study aims to identify and analyze the key
components that make Qur’anic recitation (tilawah) impactful on
listeners. The central research question explores the conditions and
features that allow a recitation to resonate spiritually, emotionally,
and aesthetically with the audience.
Method: A descriptive-analytical approach with library-based
research was employed. Data were collected from classical sources
including tafsir, hadith, historical accounts, and works on
musicology and phonetics, as well as through qualitative analysis of
recordings by prominent Qur’an reciters (e.g., Muhammad Raf at,
Mustafa Isma‘1l, ‘Abdulbasit ‘Abdulsamad, and Muhammad Sadi
Minshaw1). Components were extracted via content analysis an
categorized based on theoretical and practical observations.
Findings: Five primary components were identified as critical to the
impact of recitation: » )
Khushii® (Spiritual Reverence): Deep humility and consciousness of
God that elevates recitation beyond technical execution. Exemplified by
reciters such as Minshaw1, whose recitations evoke sglrltual awe.
Variety (Tonality and Modulation): Utilization of the full vocal range and
multiple melodic scales to maintain listener engagement. Raf at excels in
tonal diversity, while Isma ‘Tl demonstrates mastery in melodic modulation.
Adherence to Natural Emphasis (Nabr/Takyeh): Respecting the natural
rhythm and stress of words, essential for accurate meaning transmission and
aesthetic harmony. Notable in recitations of ‘Abdulbasit and Al-Banna.
Cohesion (Continuity of Tone): Maintaining sonic and tonal
consistency across consecutive passages to ensure the recitation is
erceived as a unified whole. ) ) ) )
armony (Alignment of Melody with Meaning): Selecting melodic
modes compatible with the content of the verses—e.g., Magam Saba
for verses of warning, Maqam Rast for verses of glad tidings, and
Maqam Hijaz for martial verses. o
Conclusion: Impactful Qur’anic recitation results from the artistic
integration of the divine text with melodic expression, contingent upon
adherence to the five components: khushii', variety, natural emphasis,
cohesion, and harmony. When these are observed, recitation functions
not only as devotional practice but also as a culturally and emotionally
engaging medium that communicates the spiritual message of the
Qur’an effectively. The study highlights the multi-dimensional nature
of recitation as worship, art, and ethical expression, offering a
comprehensive framework for reciters, instructors, and scholars.
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Introduction

Qur’anic recitation has long been esteemed as the highest form of worship,
valued not only for verbal articulation but also for its profound effect on the
listener. Historically, the rhythmic and melodious delivery of the Qur’'an
served as a primary means of attracting and influencing audiences in early
Islamic society. Philosophers such as Plato and scholars like Ibn Khaldiin have
long recognized the psychological and emotional impact of sound and melody
on human behavior. However, despite scattered studies on the acoustics of
Qur’an recitation, a systematic analysis of the components that render
recitation impactful for listeners has been lacking. This study seeks to fill that
gap by identifying the essential characteristics that enhance listener
engagement and spiritual response.

Methodology

This qualitative, foundational study employed a descriptive-analytical
approach. Sources include classical tafsir, hadith, historical accounts,
musicology texts, phonetics literature, and audio recordings of eminent
Qur'an reciters (Muhammad Raf‘at, Mustafa Isma‘1l, ‘Abdulbasit
‘Abdulsamad, Muhammad Sadiq Minshawi). Purposive sampling ensured
inclusion of authoritative sources and exemplary recitations. Data collection
involved note-taking from texts and qualitative analysis of performances,
comparing theoretical principles with practical execution. Components
influencing recitation effectiveness were extracted through content analysis.

Findings

The findings may be categorized into five primary components as explain
below:

Khusht* (Spiritual Reverence):

Recognized as the most influential factor, khushii‘ reflects the reciter’s
heartfelt humility. The Prophet £ praised reciters whose voices evoke fear of
God, while Imam Sadiq (¢) emphasized the importance of a submissive heart.

Recordings of Minshawi and Raf'at demonstrate that khushii® transforms
recitation from technical performance to a spiritually resonant experience.
Variety (Tonality and Modulation):
Employing the full vocal range and diverse melodic modes maintains
listener attention. Repetition in a single tonal range induces listener fatigue,
while Raf"at excels in tonal variety, and Isma ‘1l in melodic modulation.
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Adherence to Natural Emphasis (Nabr/Takyeh):

Respecting the natural stress of words ensures accurate meaning and
aesthetic flow. Misplacement can distort meaning or violate the refined
rhythm of the Qur’an. Recordings of ‘Abdulbasit, Al-Banna, and Khalil al-
Husr1 exemplify mastery in this domain.

Cohesion (Continuity of Tone):

Consistent tonal and melodic continuity allows the recitation to be
perceived as a unified work rather than disjointed fragments, enhancing
aesthetic and cognitive reception.

Harmony (Alignment of Melody with Meaning):

Matching melodic modes with thematic content — warning verses “for
instance Surah Zumor verse 71”7 (Magam Saba), glad tidings “for instance
Surah Zumor verse 71”7 (Magam Rast/Nahawand), and martial content
(Magam Hijaz) — intensifies emotional impact. Reciters such as Mustafa
Isma‘1l exemplify this alignment, eliciting affective responses congruent with
the content.

Discussion and Conclusion

The study demonstrates that impactful recitation integrates divine text with
melodic artistry, contingent on five components: khushii‘, variety, natural
emphasis, cohesion, and harmony. These factors, evident in both textual
sources and exemplary recitations, illustrate that effective Qur’anic recitation
transcends technical mastery. It embodies a multi-dimensional practice
combining worship, artistic expression, and ethical engagement, enabling the
reciter to function as a "visualizer" of Qur’anic meaning for listeners. The
findings provide a comprehensive framework for reciters, instructors, and
scholars, guiding a holistic approach to recitation that balances technical,
spiritual, and aesthetic dimensions.
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