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Objective: This study investigates the impact of Qur’anic variant
readings. (ikhtilaf al-qirda ’dt% on_ the rhetorical, and stylistic
inimitability (i jaz bayant) of the Qur’an, with particular focus on
five selected verses from Quran, Surat al-Kahf (18;17, 25, 36, 44,
and 47). Special emphasis is placed on the reading of “Asim (riwayat
Hafs). " The principal research problem concerns how variant
readings influence the semantic and rhetorical subtleties of these
verses and whether the reading of ‘Asim demonstrates_ superior
coherence and preservation of the Qur’an’s rhetorical inimitability.
Method: The study adopts a qualitative descriptive-analytical
approach, drawing upon authoritative sources in Qur’anic sciénces
qird’at, and tafsir. All instances of variant readings in Strat al-Kahf
constitute the research population, from which five verses were
Burposwely selected due to their rhetorically significant variations.

ata were collected through comparative “analysis of the Seven
Readings as documented in classical works such’as al-Sab ah fi al-
glrd ar by Ibn Mujahid and al-Taysir fi al-Qira’at al-Sab ‘ by Abu

mr al-Dani, alongside rhetorica exe_%jeses 1nclud1n‘g al-Kashshaf
by Al-Zamakhsharr and Riih al-Ma ‘ani by Mahmud al-Alusi. )

indings: Analysis of the five selected verses reveals that certain
variants exert meaningful rhetorical effects: .

8:17 (tazawaru / tazzawaru / tazwaru): The readln%lof Asim (tazawaru)
depicts the sun’s movement as gentle and natural, harmonizing with the
miraculous yet orderly preservation of the Companions of the Cave; 18:25
(thalatha mi’atin / thalatha mi’ati sinin): The tanwin form (mi atin) is
syntactically standard and rhetorically clearer. )

18:36 (minha / minhuma): The singular pronoun (minha) coheres fully
with the antecedent jannatahu in the previous verse, avoiding ambiguity;
18:44 (al-walayah / al-wilayah; al-haqqi / al-haqqu): The readin of
‘Asim (al-walayatu li-llahi al—haglicéz) underscores God’s rightful
ﬁ_pmtual authority grounded in truth; 18:47 (nusayyiru / tusayyaru): The
wrst-person plural active form (nusayyiru) emphasizes God’s direct
agency and absolute power in setting the mountains in motion. .
onclusion: The reading of ‘Asim demonstrates greater rhetorical
coherence and semantic clarity in conve?fmfl.g the Qur’'an’s stylistic
inimitability. Excessive emphasis on multiple variants—particularly
within the ‘domain of farsh al-hurif—without due regard for rhetorical
consequences may infroduce ambiguity and diminish the impact of the
‘an’s expressive miracle. Prioritizing the reading of ‘Asim as a primary
standard for recitation and interpretation is therefore presented as the most
effective means of safeguarding the "an’s rhetorical authenticity.
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Introduction

Variant Qur’anic readings (ikhtilaf al-qira’at) have occupied a central
position in Qur’anic studies since the earliest centuries of Islam. These
variations stem from dialectal diversity, the absence of diacritical marks in the
early rasm, and multiple oral transmissions. They are generally classified into
two categories:

Usil al-qgira’ah (systematic phonetic principles such as assimilation,
elongation, and shortening), and

Farsh al-huriif (Iexical variations in specific words).

While many differences do not alter meaning, others significantly affect
semantic nuance and rhetorical structure. At the same time, the rhetorical
inimitability (i jaz bayani) of the Quran is grounded in its eloquence,
coherence, and structural harmony.

The fundamental question addressed here is: To what extent do variant
readings affect the Qur’an’s rhetorical miracle, and which reading best preserves
its stylistic coherence? Despite numerous studies on variant readings and their
theological implications, no independent study has examined their impact on
rhetorical inimitability in Stirat al-Kahf with particular emphasis on the reading
of ‘Asim. This research seeks to fill that gap.

Methodology

This qualitative foundational study applies a descriptive-analytical
approach. The research population includes all instances of variant readings
in Sirat al-Kahf, from which five rhetorically significant cases were
purposively selected (18:17, 25, 36, 44, 47).

Data collection involved three categories of primary sources:

Qira’at manuals: including works of Ibn Mujahid, Abu Amr al-Dani, and
Ibn al-Jazari.

Rhetorical-literary tafsir: such as those of Al-Zamakhshari, Mahmud al-
Alusi, and Abii Hayyan al-Andalust.

Lexicographical works: including Mufradat Alfaz al-Qur 'an by al-
Raghib al-Isfahani and Magqgayis al-Lughah by Ibn Faris.

Each verse was analyzed by:

(1) documenting the variant forms,

(2) examining their semantic and rhetorical implications, and

(3) comparatively evaluating their coherence within the broader textual
context.
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Findings

Analysis of the five selected verses of Siirat al-Kahf revealed the
following:

1. Verse 18:17

The reading tazawaru (‘Asim, Hamzah, al-Kisa'T) conveys a gentle,
gradual deviation of the sun, preserving natural order while subtly indicating
divine protection. By contrast, tazzawaru intensifies the motion, and tazwaru
suggests contraction or sharp deflection. The former better aligns with the
narrative’s balanced miraculous tone.

2. Verse 18:25

The nominative construction with tanwin (thalatha mi’atin) reflects
common Arabic syntactic usage and offers clearer rhetorical flow than the
idafah construction.

3. Verse 18:36

The singular pronoun (minhd) maintains referential cohesion with
jannatahu, ensuring semantic unity, whereas the dual (minhumda) introduces
potential contextual ambiguity.

4. Verse 18:44

The reading al-walayatu li-llahi al-haqqi (‘Asim) emphasizes God’s
legitimate and intrinsic authority, with al/-hagqi functioning adjectivally to
reinforce divine truth. Alternative vocalizations shift the nuance toward
administrative authority or alter syntactic emphasis.

5. Verse 18:47

The active form nusayyiru foregrounds divine agency and omnipotence,
enhancing rhetorical vividness compared to the passive tusayyaru, which
suppresses explicit agency.

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings demonstrate that variant readings—particularly within farsh
al-hurif—can significantly affect the rhetorical architecture of Qur’anic
discourse. In all five examined cases, the reading of ‘Asim (riwayat Hafs)
exhibited superior alignment with semantic coherence, rhetorical harmony,
and expressive clarity.

While variant readings constitute a legitimate dimension of Qur’anic
transmission, indiscriminate or excessive deployment—especially in
contemporary recitational culture—may generate semantic ambiguity and
potentially obscure the Qur’an’s rhetorical miracle. A disciplined focus on the
reading of ‘Asim as a normative benchmark for recitation and interpretation
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is therefore recommended to preserve the Qur’an’s expressive integrity and
facilitate clearer transmission of its divine message.

This study thus contributes to Qur’anic scholarship by linking gira ‘at
analysis directly to rhetorical theory and by proposing a principled evaluative
framework grounded in i jaz bayani.
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