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Objective: This research aims to systematically extract and
critically analyze the ethical, pedagogical, and social
requirements of Quran memorizers based on the discourse
of Grand Ayatollah Khamenei, substantiating each
dimension with authoritative Quranic verses and hadiths.
Method: Employing a descriptive-analytical and thematic
text-analytic approach, this study synthesizes library
resources, authoritative Shi'i and Sunni hadith corpuses,
and primary discourse archives to categorize the normative
framework of memorizers.

Findings: Findings demonstrate that Quran memorization
transcends mnemonic achievement and cosmetic showcase.
Its core pillars comprise consistent review to safeguard
retention, humble gratitude, utter sincerity free of
ostentation, authentic adherence to recitation etiquette
(isti'adhah, tajweed, semantic-guided pause and inception),
deep reflection (tadabbur), righteous action, moral
embodiment (takhalluq), and dedicating spiritual merits to
martyrs and the righteous.

Conclusion: Quranic memorization serves as the vital
gateway to intellectual contemplation, righteous practice,
and civilizational revival. Transforming memorizers into
living models of ethical praxis is central to cultivating a
flourishing, faith-driven society

Cite this article: Akhtar Razav, S. M.; & Zarnegaar, A. (2026). The Essentials and Codes
of Conduct for Quran Memorizers from the Perspective of Ayatollah Khamenei and
Scriptural Substantiation Based on Quranic Verses and Hadiths. Studies of Quran Reading,
2025, 14 (26), 37-66. https://doi.org/10.22034/qer.2026.24458.1317

Publisher: Al-Mustafa International University.

© The Author(s).
By DOI: https://doi.org/10.22034/qer.2026.24458.1317



https://doi.org/10.22034/qer.2026.24458.1317
https://doi.org/10.22034/qer.2026.24458.1317
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1644-037X
https://orcid.org/0000_0002_2286__6505
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1644-037X
https://orcid.org/0000_0002_2286__6505
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1644-037X
https://orcid.org/0000_0002_2286__6505
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Studies of Quran Reading, 2026, 14 (26) 38

1. Introduction

The Holy Quran stands as the eternal charter of human guidance and the
cornerstone of Islamic civilization. In the strategic paradigm of Grand
Ayatollah Khamenei, nurturing an intimate connection with divine revelation
and fostering an active community of Quran memorizers (Huffaz) constitutes
a vital requisite for spiritual and civilizational flourishing.

Lexically, 'Hifz' denotes vigilance, preservation, safeguarding from loss,
and mental retention opposing oblivion (al-Farahidi, Kitab al-'Ayn; Ibn
Manzur, Lisan al-'Arab; al-Raghib al-Isfahani, Mufradat). In Quranic
terminological conventions, a 'Hafiz' is one who has committed the entirety
of the text to memory according to authentic recitation transmissions.
Historically, early Islamic tradition frequently employed terms such as
'Qurra’, 'Hamalat al-Quran', and 'Jumma' al-Quran' before 'Hafiz' became
institutionalized in early hadith and biographical literature. This study
systematically delineates the comprehensive requirements expected of Quran
memorizers, matching contemporary leadership guidance with canonical
scriptural proof-texts.

2. Research Methodology

This study employs a qualitative descriptive-analytical methodology
rooted in documentary and library research. The analytical corpus
encompasses the complete archival speeches, instructions, and Quranic
gatherings of Grand Ayatollah Khamenei over four decades, synthesized
alongside primary canonical hadith compendiums and Quranic exegeses
(including al-Kulayni's al-Kafi, al-Hurr al-'Amili's Wasa'il al-Shi'ah, al-
Nuri's Mustadrak, al-Majlisi's Bihar al-Anwar, Nahj al-Balagha, Kanz al-
'Ummal, and al-Bayhagqi's Sunan). Conceptual coding extracted ten core
functional dimensions spanning pedagogical discipline, phonetic precision,
hermeneutical contemplation, and ethical-social responsibilities.

3. Research Findings & Ten Core Dimensions of Requirements
The research findings articulate ten fundamental pillars governing the
conduct and vocation of Quran memorizers :

1. Imperative of Continuous Revision: Initial memorization is merely the
threshold; sustaining retention demands perpetual repetition. As recorded in
prophetic traditions, the Quran in human memory is like hobbled camels that
slip away rapidly if untended.
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2. Profound Gratitude for the Gift of Memorization: Committing the
divine word to heart is an immense spiritual grace requiring inward and
behavioral thanksgiving.

3. Total Sincerity and Rejection of Ostentatious Displays: Recitation must
remain free of narcissism and worldly pride. Fixating excessively on
mechanical data (e.g., reciting arbitrary page/letter numbers) is discouraged
in favor of meaningful scriptural connections.

4. Observance of Recitation Etiquette & True Isti'adhah: Commencing
recitation with heartfelt seeking of divine refuge protects the reciter from self-
serving motivations and maintains sacred awareness of the divine presence.

5. Accurate, Melodious, and Disciplined Recitation (Tajweed & Tartil):
Precise phonetic articulation and measured recitation touch listeners' hearts
and elevate their spiritual consciousness.

6. Mastery of Waqf (Pause) and Ibtida' (Inception): Pauses and
continuations must be guided by rigorous semantic comprehension to
prevent distorting theological meanings.

7. Deep Hermeneutical Contemplation (Tadabbur): Memorization
provides a constant mental repository for meditating upon divine themes and
cosmic wisdom.

8. Active Implementation of Quranic Commands: Practical observance in
personal, marital, civic, and societal realms is the core objective of
memorization.

9. Embodying Quranic Character & Virtuous Lifestyle: The memorizer's
character should reflect the prophetic persona ("His character was the
Quran"), integrating faith, aesthetics, and ethical virtue.

10. Dedicating Recitation Merits (Thawab) to Martyrs and the Departed: Gifting
Quranic rewards to departed believers, martyrs, and the Living Imam (May Allah
hasten his relief) honors classical Prophetic and Ahl al-Bayt traditions.

4. Conclusion & Strategic Horizon

A comprehensive appraisal of the leadership's discourse demonstrates that
Quranic memorization is neither an isolated technical feat nor a ceremonial
ornament. Rather, it represents an integrated matrix encompassing
mnemonic discipline, hermeneutical depth, ethical embodiment, and societal
responsibility. Moving past superficial approaches and mobilizing
educational institutions toward training generations of holistic memorizers
lays the institutional foundation for cultural renaissance and contemporary
Islamic civilization.
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