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Article Info ABSTRACT

Article type: Objective: This study aims to elucidate the aesthetic values,
Research Article rhetorical functions, and exegetical significance of the phenomenon
of Sakt (breathless pause) across its four consensus positions in the
narration of Hafs from ‘Asim via the Shatibiyyah pathway,
establishing its functional divergence from conventional Wagf

Ar tlc.le history: (pausing with breath) and Was! (continuous recitation).

Received: Methodology: Employing a descriptive-analytical method grounded
16 March 2026 in acoustic rhetoric, this research investigates the structural co-text of
Received in the verses, the phonetic realization in Hafs’s transmission,
revised form: comparative analysis with other canonical Qira’at, and the synthesis
15 April 2026 of classical linguistic and exegetical scholarship.

Accepted: Findings: The findings demonstrate that Sakt in Hafs’s narration
7 May 2026 functions as an active rhetorical-interpretive instrument rather than a

mere phonetic convention. In Surah al-Kahf (18:1-2), it prevents
qgayyiman from being mistakenly parsed as an adjective modifying
‘iwaja, marking the shift from absolute negation of defect to positive
affirmation of guidance. In Surah Ya-Sin (36:52), it demarcates the
Keywords: despairing inquiry of resurrected disbelievers from the definitive
Quranic Rhetoric, rejoinder of believers/angels. In Surah al-Qiyamah (75:27), it
Sakt (Breathless acoustically mirrors the agony, suspense, and cessation of breath at
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Pause), death throes. In Surah al-Mutaffifin (83:14), it manifests the rhetorical
Hafs from Asim, tpansitjon from categorical deterrence (kal/l@) to the moral etiology of
Al-Shatibiyyah, disbelief (rdna). . . . .

Wagf and Ibtida’ Conclusion: As an authentic, transmitted pause without breath, Quranic

Qira'at Studi Sakt bridges phonetic articulation and theological depth, stimulating

raa 1e8. cognitive vigilance and enriching exegetical comprehension
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1. Introduction & Theoretical Framework

The inimitability (/jaz) and rhetorical brilliance of the Holy Quran are
intrinsically linked to the delicate equilibrium between phonological
articulation and profound semantic structures. Within the disciplines of
Quranic recitations (Qira’at) and the science of pause and initiation (Wagf
and Ibtida’), the acoustic phenomenon of Sakt—defined as a momentary
suspension of sound lasting approximately two vowel-counts without
inhaling, accompanied by the intention of continuing recitation—holds a
distinctive position in the canonical transmission of Hafs from ‘Asim via the
Shatibiyyah pathway. Unlike Wagqf (which requires inhalation and introduces
full prosodic cessation), Qat‘ (the definitive termination of recitation), and
Wasl (unbroken phonetic continuum), Sakt constitutes an autonomous
acoustic-semantic space within syntactic flow. This study investigates the
rhetorical, syntactic, and theological dimensions of the four consensus loci
of Sakt in Hafs’s transmission.

2. Methodology & Analytical Matrix

The research adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology integrated with
an acoustic rhetoric approach. The analytical framework systematically
evaluates each locus across four parameters: 1) Versal co-text and thematic
environment; 2) Phonetic execution in Hafs's reading; 3) Comparative
phonological evaluation against alternative canonical transmissions (e.g.,
assimilation/Idgham in Warsh, Hamzah, al-Kisa’1, and Abt Bakr); and 4)
Delineation of rhetorical, syntactic, and exegetical values substantiated by
classical authorities (al-Zamakhshari, Fakhr al-Din al-Razi, al-Alisi, Sayyid
Qutb, Ibn ‘Ashiir) and master grammarians (Ibn Hisham, al-Nahhas, al-
Zajjaj, and al-Farra’).

3. Detailed Findings & Rhetorical Analysis of the Four Loci

Surah al-Kahf (18:1-2) — Accusative Tanwin of ‘Iwaja to Qayyiman:

- In the Verse(lz.igé“l;;g A Jazo r;];) , executing Sakt on ‘waja before
qayyiman resolves a critical syntactic ambiguity by precluding the
misperception of gayyiman (straight/upright) as an adjectival modifier for
‘iwaja (crookedness)—a semantic impossibility. Rhetorically, this pause
highlights the transition from absolute negation of internal discrepancy

(intrinsic perfection of scripture) to the positive affirmation of rectification
and universal guidance (extrinsic efficacy).
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Surah Ya-Sin (36:52) — Terminal Alif of Marqadina to Hadha:

- In the verse(dsladll (3ios 5adsll i85 b 136 “6adss oye Ui o W3 G 15J6)
Sakt delineates a sharp boundary between two distinct speakers and
psychological states. It isolates the disbelievers' bewildered lamentation
upon eschatological awakening from the subsequent reassurance of

believers/angels confirming divine resurrection promises, averting syntactic
confusion (tajadhub).

Surah al-Qiyamah (75:27) — Quiescent Niin of Man to Raq:

- In the verse(sl; "4 Ji33) , Sakt mandates the explicit phonetic

articulation (izhar) of the Nun before RT’, preventing assimilation into
marrdag (practiced by the majority of reciters). This preserves the
interrogative status of man (who?) and the predicate rag (healer/curer),
avoiding confusion with the noun marrdq (an itinerant or oil merchant).
Acoustically, the breathless pause mirrors the agonal breathlessness of a
dying individual, the helpless desperation of bystanders, and the solemn
suspense of angels presiding over the soul's ascent.

Surah al-Mutaffifin (83:14) — Quiescent Lam of Bal to Rana:

- In the verse(&pss g8 1 W%’b e Gl s M) , Sakt prevents the
phonological assimilation of the prepositional Lam into R1’ (averting
homophony with barran). This brief pause emphasizes the shift from
categorical rebuke (kalla) to the diagnostic disclosure of moral corrosion

(rana—the spiritual rust enveloping hardened hearts), acoustically enacting
the encasing barrier of accumulated sin.

4. Scholarly Innovations & Conclusion

The findings confirm that Sakt in Hafs’s transmission is an authentic,
narrated (mangqiil) phonological legacy rather than an arbitrary interpretive
choice. The research contributes dual scholarly innovations: 1) Thematic
Innovation: Expanding Qira’at studies beyond mechanical tajweed rules
into acoustic rhetoric and applied tafsir; 2) Theoretical Innovation:
Establishing Sakt as an autonomous rhetorical hinge that temporarily
suspends phonetic velocity to deepen listener cognition and anchor
foundational theological tenets.
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