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Article Info ABSTRACT

i . Objective: This study aims to identify and classify the effective
grtlcle }tlyge ol components in the rem};ation of the Holy Qur’an from the perspective
escarch Article  of ‘the Supreme Leader of the Islamic Revolution (Ayatollah
Khamenei). It seeks to systematically analyse his statements in order
to propose a theoretical framework for the essential elements of a
Article hi . correct and impactful recitation. ) ) )
rticle history:  Method: A qualitative a%roach with a directed content analysis
Received: method was employed. The research population consists of the
11 March 2026 Supreme Leader’s statements delivered in Qur’anic interpretation
sessions, meetings with reciters, and various Qur’anic ceremonies
between 1990 and 2009. Data were collected through purposive

Received in

revised form: sampling based on direct or indirect relevance to the topic of
5 April 2026 recitation. The data were analysed using open and axial coding, and
A d: the extracted components were categorised into four main themes.
ccepted: Findings: The analysis resulted in the identification of eight key
5 May 2026 components: (1) attending to the meaning of verses and conveymg
Available online: Qur’anic concepts through recitation; (2) observing correct pause an
20 June 2026 connection (waqf and wasl); (3) proper stopping, beginning, and

melodic phrasing; (4) engendering humility and supplication in
recitation; (5) selecting verses appropriate to the context and

. audience; (6) fostering familiarity with the Qur’an for takin
gelyword’s admonition; (7) emulating distinguished reciters (e.g., Mustafa
oly Qur’an, Isma‘il, Siddiq al-Minshawt, ‘Abd al-Fatah Sha‘sha‘1); and (8) paying
Recitation attention to contextual coherence and semantic relations. These
(Tilawah), components are classifiable into three levels: structural
S Lead (pause/connection), semantic (meaning and conveyance), and
upreme Leader,  affective (humility and intimacy with the %)ur’an).
Effective Conclusion: The Supreme Leader’s discourse presents a comprehensive

Components, multi-dimensional approach to Qur’anic recitation, extending beyond
Qur’anic Readin technical and tajwid aspects to emphasise semantic, affective,” and
qr_ €  communicative dimensions. The extracted components can serve as a
(Qira’ah), theoretical model for training reciters, evaluating J)erfonnances, and
Content Analysis. ~ guiding media policy. Future research is recommended to formulate these
components into a coherent conceptual model and examine their

application in contemporary recitations
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Introduction

The recitation of the Holy Qur’an occupies a central position in Islamic
devotional and intellectual life. Beyond its ritual significance, recitation
(tilawah) is understood as an act of engagement with the Divine word that
involves linguistic precision, aesthetic sensibility, and spiritual
transformation. However, contemporary discussions on Qur’anic recitation
often confine themselves to technical rules of tajwid or phonetics, while the
broader conceptual framework — especially the normative and pedagogical
dimensions articulated by influential religious authorities — remains
underexplored.

One of the most authoritative contemporary voices on this subject is that
of Ayatollah Sayyid ‘Al1 Khamenei, the Supreme Leader of the Islamic
Revolution of Iran. Over decades, in his Qur’anic interpretation sessions,
meetings with reciters, and public speeches, he has articulated a rich and
nuanced vision of what constitutes excellent recitation. His statements not
only address technical correctness but also emphasise semantic delivery,
emotional impact, contextual appropriateness, and moral edification. Despite
the availability of these valuable primary sources, systematic academic
efforts to extract, categorise, and theorise his views are scarce. The existing
literature tends to cite his remarks anecdotally rather than subjecting them to
rigorous content analysis.

The present study addresses this gap by posing a central question: What
are the core components of effective Qur’anic recitation according to the
Supreme Leader, and how can these be systematically organised into a
theoretical framework? The objective is to move beyond mere description
and offer a structured model that can guide reciters, educators, and media
producers. This research is significant not only for its contribution to
Qur’anic studies but also for its potential to bridge the gap between religious
authority and applied recitation practices in the contemporary Islamic world.

Methodology

This research adopts a qualitative, interpretive paradigm, employing
directed content analysis (Hsieh & Shannon, 2005) as its primary method.
This approach is chosen because it allows the researcher to start with a
predefined focus — here, the concept of “effective recitation” — while
remaining open to emerging themes from the data.

Research population and sampling: The population comprises all
publicly available statements of the Supreme Leader that contain explicit or
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implicit references to the recitation, reading, or auditory reception of the
Qur’an. Given the vastness of his oeuvre, a purposive sampling strategy
was applied. Inclusion criteria were: (a) direct mention of terms such as
tilawah, qira’ah, tajwid, or tartil; (b) discussion of reciters’ performances,
techniques, or desired qualities; (c) commentaries on specific verses in the
context of recitation. The final corpus consisted of 12 key speeches and
interpretation sessions delivered between 1990 and 2009, which are
repeatedly cited in the primary source material (e.g., meetings with reciters
on 19/01/1990, 06/02/1991, 17/12/1992, 31/05/2009, etc.).

Data collection and recording: All statements were retrieved from the
official website of the Supreme Leader (khamenei.ir) and cross-checked with
published transcripts. Each unit of analysis was a complete paragraph or a
distinct utterance containing a judgement, recommendation, or evaluation
regarding recitation.

Data analysis procedure: The analysis followed a systematic coding process:

- Open coding: Initial units were broken down into meaningful segments
and labelled with descriptive codes (e.g., “connection between verses,”
“emotional delivery,” “context sensitivity”).

- Axial coding: The open codes were grouped into broader categories
based on their conceptual similarities. For instance, codes such as “conveying
the meaning of ana rabbukum al-a‘la” and “differentiating divine speech from
human speech” were merged under “semantic conveyance.”

- Selective coding: The axial categories were further synthesised into
core themes that represent the fundamental components of recitation as
envisioned by the Supreme Leader.

To ensure trustworthiness, the coding was reviewed by two independent
qualitative researchers, and disagreements were resolved through discussion.
Member checking was not applicable, but the direct quotations from the
Leader’s statements were always retained to anchor interpretations in raw data.

Findings
The analysis yielded eight principal components, which can be
organised into three analytical levels: Structural, Semantic, and Affective.

L Structural Level (Formal and Technical Aspects)
1. Correct pause and connection (waqf and wasl): The Leader

emphasises that improper pauses or connections can distort meaning. For
example, he critiques reciters who separate “inna sanulqi” from the
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preceding verses of Siirat al-Muzzammil, thereby losing the logical link. He
insists that pauses must respect syntactic and semantic boundaries.

2. Proper stopping, beginning, and melodic phrasing: Beyond simple
rules, he advocates for a conscious use of stop signs (e.g., gif, la, jim) and
melodic variations that match the emotional tone of the verse. He notes that
while some melodic sense is innate, reciters should learn established patterns
without slavish imitation.

1. Semantic Level (Meaning and Communication)

1. Attending to the meaning of verses and conveying concepts: The
Leader repeatedly underscores that recitation is not mere vocalisation but a
communicative act. He illustrates this with the contrasting recitation of “ana
rabbukum al-a‘la” (the false claim of Pharaoh) and “limani l-mulku
I-yawma” (God’s sovereignty). The reciter must make the listener perceive
the truth or falsehood of the speech through tone, emphasis, and pacing.

2. Contextual coherence and semantic relations: Reciters must be
aware of the broader narrative and argumentative flow. For instance, the
connection between “wa rattili I-qur’ana tartilan” and “inna sanulqr”
should not be broken, because the latter is the consequence of the former.
This component requires deep exegetical knowledge.

3. Selecting verses appropriate to the occasion: The Leader offers a
concrete example: reciting “ala la‘natu llahi ‘ala z-zalimin” (a curse) in a
shrine or joyous gathering is inappropriate, while verses of divine mercy and
paradise are fitting. He strongly criticises media outlets that broadcast such
mismatches repeatedly, pointing to a lack of editorial discernment.

1II. Affective and Spiritual Level (Emotional and Moral Impact)

1. Engendering humility (khushii‘) and supplication (tadarru®): The
Leader distinguishes between mere “singing” (which he criticises as
superficial) and recitation that instils fear, hope, and awe of God. He praises
reciters like Mustafa Isma‘il who make the listener feel the grief of Prophet
Noabh for his son and simultaneously the divine justice. This component links
recitation to inner transformation.

2. Fostering familiarity (uns) with the Qur’an for taking admonition:
Beyond the ceremonial setting, he advises every Muslim — not just
professional reciters — to read the Qur’an daily, even a few verses, with
reflection. He describes the Qur’an as a “sermon” (maw ‘izah) that needs to
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be heard repeatedly because hearing has a unique effect that mere knowledge
does not provide.

3. Emulating distinguished reciters as pedagogical models: The
Leader explicitly names Mustafa Isma‘il, Siddiq al-Minshawi, and ‘Abd
al-Fatah Sha‘sha‘1l as exemplary. He does not advocate blind copying but
urges reciters to study how these masters combined vocal beauty with
semantic depth, emotional expression, and spiritual presence.

These eight components are not isolated; they interact synergistically. A
structurally correct recitation without semantic awareness remains hollow,
while a semantically rich recitation lacking humility becomes theatrical.

Conclusion

This extended analysis demonstrates that the Supreme Leader’s
perspective on Qur’anic recitation is far more sophisticated than
conventional technical manuals. It integrates formal rules (tajwid, waqf,
wasl), interpretive competence (understanding context and meaning),
affective engagement (khushi‘, tadarru‘), and ethical-social awareness
(contextual appropriateness and media responsibility). The eight extracted
components offer a multi-level framework that can be operationalised in
practice: for reciter training, curricula can include modules on semantics and
emotional expression; for media, editorial boards can establish criteria for
context-matching; for individual Muslims, daily reading with reflection is
encouraged as a spiritual discipline.

Limitations of this study include its reliance on a limited temporal corpus
(1990-2009) and the absence of a comparative analysis with other
contemporary authorities. Future research should expand the corpus, include
more recent statements, and validate the proposed framework through expert
interviews or quantitative surveys among reciters and educators.
Furthermore, a comparative study with the views of other prominent
Qur’anic scholars (e.g., from Egypt or the Arabian Peninsula) would enrich
the understanding of regional and doctrinal variations.

In conclusion, the Supreme Leader’s teachings offer a holistic model that
elevates recitation from a performative skill to a transformative practice. By
applying this model, the global Muslim community can revitalise its
relationship with the Qur’an, ensuring that the recited word not only reaches
the ears but also penetrates the heart and guides action.
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