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major Sunni and Shiite exegetical works regarding verse 130 of
Surah As-Saffat, evaluating the divergent readings through the
theoretical lens of Quranic Laffafi (enveloping/protective layers).
Findings: The analysis categorizes exegetical perspectives into six
distinct paradigms: under the reading "Il-Yasin", commentators
identify the referent as "Prophet Elijah and his followers", "Elijah
himself", or "Enoch (Idris)"; under the reading "Al-e-Yasin",
interpretations include "Prophet Muhammad and his Progeny (Ahl
al-Bayt)", "Elijah son of Yasin", and "believers in Surah Ya-Sin/the
Quran". Applying the Laffafi model reveals that "I1-Yasin" serves as
the outer shell reading, while "Al-e-Yasin" represents the
submerged core reading. The textual architecture of prophetic
greetings in Surah As-Saffat and lexical resonances with Surah Ya-
Sin provide four robust connected textual indicators facilitating the
transition from the shell to the core.

Conclusion: The multiplicity of recitations in this verse
represents a deliberate, divinely orchestrated mechanism
operating within natural causal laws to preemptively eliminate
political motives for textual distortion (tahrif) concerning the
honors of the Prophet's family, while ensuring that discerning,
contemplative readers can uncover the profound core message.
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1. Introduction

The phenomenon of variant Quranic recitations (Qira'at) and their
profound exegetical, theological, and sectarian ramifications has long been a
central subject of inquiry in Quranic hermeneutics. A paramount and
intensely debated case occurs in Surah As-Saffat, verse 130: the variation
between "Salamun 'ala 11-Yasin" and "Salamun 'ala Ali-Yasin". Canonical
readers (the Seven Readers) and classical commentators across both Sunni
and Shiite traditions have exhibited marked divergence regarding
grammatical derivation, authentic vocalization, and identification of the
designated referent.

Conventional scholarship has largely confined itself to textual preference
(tarjih), linguistic justifications, or critical evaluation of hadith chains. In
contrast, this study leverages the innovative theoretical model of "Quranic
Envelopes" (Laffafat al-Qur'aniyyah), formulated by Dr. Mohammad Hosein
Baroomand, to provide a systematic explanatory paradigm for the emergence
and functional necessity of multiple recitations. This framework posits that
with regard to historically, politically, and theologically sensitive realities at
the time of revelation, the Quran intentionally implemented a two-tiered
semantic architecture: concealing the profound, intended reality (the "core"
or lubb) underneath a protective, conventional surface (the "shell" or cover).
This divine communicative strategy realized the perennial promise of textual
preservation ("Indeed, We have sent down the Message, and indeed, We will
be its guardians," Q. 15:9) through natural causal mechanisms, depriving
hostile political factions and dynastic authorities of any direct incentive to
alter or expunge explicit verses honoring the Prophet's Family (Ahl al-
Bayt)—a textual fate suffered by previous scriptures through overt naming.

2. Methodology

This investigation applies a rigorous descriptive-analytical, documentary,
and comparative methodology. The evidentiary corpus encompasses an
exhaustive survey of 140 major Quranic commentaries spanning classical,
medieval, and contemporary eras from both Sunni and Shiite scholarly
traditions. Among these, 36 commentaries omitted Surah As-Saffat or lack
surviving volumes, while 25 commentaries examined the Surah but
remained silent on verse 130. Consequently, the detailed analyses and
arguments of 79 commentaries that explicitly tackle the verse were
extracted, categorized, and critically evaluated. Subsequently, these findings
were evaluated against the three constituent pillars of the Laffafi theory: the
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protective outer shell, the submerged core reality, and the hermeneutical
indicators (qara'in) facilitating textual transit from the shell to the core,
examining both connected intratextual clues and disconnected historical-
hadith traditions.

3. Findings

The systematic examination yielded the following definitive findings:

1. Sixfold Categorization of Exegetical Perspectives:

- Category 1 (Reading: "Il-Yasin"): Interpreted as a plural collective
referring to "Prophet Elijah (Ilyas) and his followers/community"”, derived
through the suffix of attribution (ya' al-nisbah) and sound plural inflections
(Ilyasiyyin contracted to Ilyasin).

- Category 2 (Reading: "II-Yasin"): Interpreted as a direct synonym for
"Prophet Elijjah himself", grounded in the Arabic Arabization (ta'rib) of
foreign names (analogous to Mikal/Mika'il/Mika'in) and scriptural
precedents (Sina and Sinin).

- Category 3 (Reading: "Il-Yasin"): Interpreted as "Prophet Enoch
(Idris)", transmitted on the authority of Ibn Mas'ud and Qatadah.

- Category 4 (Reading: "Al-e-Yasin"): Interpreted specifically as "Prophet
Muhammad and the Progeny of Muhammad (PBUH)", relying on "Ya-Sin"
as a consecrated prophetic title at the beginning of Surah 36 and extensive
narrations from the Ahl al-Bayt, notably Commander of the Faithful Ali ibn
Abi Talib (AS).

- Category 5 (Reading: "Al-e-Yasin"): Interpreted genealogically as
"Elijah, son of Yasin" (taking Yasin as Elijah's father).

- Category 6 (Reading: "Al-e-Yasin"): Interpreted as "The people of
Surah Ya-Sin and all true believers in the Holy Quran".

2. Verification of the Shell-and-Core Structural Model:

The phonetic and orthographic reading "II-Yasin"—which spontaneously
evokes Prophet Elijjah—functions as the "shell reading" (al-gira'ah al-
qishriyyah), serving to deflect superficial political scrutiny. Concurrently, the
reading "Al-e-Yasin"—preserved via the prophetic scribal directive separating
the Alif and Lam—constitutes the "core reading" (al-gira'ah al-nawatiyyah),
embodying the authentic eulogy upon the Household of the Prophet.
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3. Discovery of Four Connected Intratextual Indicators (Qara'in Muttasilah):

- Indicator 1 (Structural Pivoting of Elijah): In Surah As-Saffat, prophets
are divided into two distinct groups: those receiving explicit Divine peace
(Noah, Abraham, Moses & Aaron) and those introduced as messengers
without peace (Lot and Jonah). Elijah remarkably partakes in both
paradigms, signaling that his narrative position serves as an axis representing
the Seal of the Prophets and his household.

- Indicator 2 (Disruption of the Greeting Formula): While prior prophets
are greeted through unambiguous personal names, the narrative sequence
abruptly halts at verse 130, transitioning into a multi-layered composite
expression.

- Indicator 3 (Omission of Peace upon Subsequent Eminent Prophets):
The omission of greetings for Lot and Jonah—figures of greater historical
prominence—demonstrates that verse 130 is not a mere generic prophetic
greeting, but a transcendental eulogy.

- Indicator 4 (Intertextual Alignment with Surah Ya-Sin): Phrasal
parallels such as "Innaka la-mina al-mursalin" (Q. 36:3) and "Wa inna
Ilyasa la-mina al-mursalin" (Q. 37:123), juxtaposed with the
sequential continuity of Surahs 36 and 37, provide decisive internal
textual corroboration linking "Ya-Sin" to Muhammad and his progeny.

4. Conclusion:

The research concludes by resolving all four core questions: First,
multiple recitations for Surah As-Saffat 37:130 are historically established
and validated by canonical qurra’. Second, their coexistence functions
through an intentional "shell-and-core" communicative architecture. Third,
four coherent intratextual indicators alongside authentic hadith allow the
discerning scholar to bridge the outer shell to the inner core. Fourth, this
delicate linguistic concealment served as a divinely enacted natural
safeguard preserving the Quran against politically motivated corruption,
securing the sublime station of the Ahl al-Bayt while maintaining the
inviolability of the Quranic text throughout history.
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