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1. Introduction

The Holy Quran, representing the foundational bedrock of Islamic
episteme and jurisprudence, has perpetually stood at the epicenter of Muslim
scholarly discourse. The initial and most fundamental conduit for engaging
with the divine revelation is Qird ’ah (Quranic recitation). Far from being a
mere phonological or orthoepic exercise, recitation fundamentally configures
semantic interpretations, theological tenets, legal deductions, and historical
contextualization. Consequently, recovering and conceptualizing the pristine
prophetic recitation has consistently constituted a paramount inquiry within
Quranic sciences (‘Ulim al-Qur’an). Among the primary historical and
textual sources available to reconstruct this prophetic paradigm are the
traditions concerning the Mushaf (Codex) of Imam ‘Alf ibn Ab1 Talib (a).
Authentic reports across Islamic denominations confirm that Imam ‘Al (a)
received the Quran directly from the Prophet Muhammad (s), compiling it
meticulously alongside its esoteric interpretations (ta ‘wil), exegesis (tafsir),
and historical contexts of revelation (asbab al-nuzil). Despite extensive
historical literature examining the codex’s chronological order, there remains
a distinct lacuna regarding quantitative and qualitative content analyses of
the traditions detailing the Prophet’s systematic instruction (igra’) of ‘All (a)
and its epistemological implications for the singularity versus multiplicity of
readings. This study addresses the distinctive qualities of Imam °“Alr’s
recitation, the pedagogical mechanics of the prophetic igra’, and his
authoritative status relative to other companion reciters (qurra’).

2. Methodology

This research executes a mixed-method descriptive-analytical content
analysis, operating at the intersection of Hadith criticism and text linguistics.
The corpus was constructed by extracting principal traditions regarding the
codex and recitation of Imam ‘Al (a) from classical Shia canonical and early
Hadith collections, notably Kitab Sulaym ibn Qays, Basa'ir al-Darajat by al-
Saftar, al-Kafi by al-Kulayni, Tafsir al-Qummi, and al-Khisal by Ibn Babawayh.
The methodological framework progressed through three phases: First, an
etymological and semantic analysis of core terminology (Mushaf, Qira’ah,
Igra’, and the technical phrase Kama Unzila). Second, a quantitative thematic
analysis measuring categorical distribution across the codex reports: Quranic
Sciences (33.82%), Textual Compilation (30.88%), Inscription and Authorship
(20.59%), Dictation (8.82%), and Recitation (5.88%). Third, a structured
qualitative content analysis of two cardinal traditions utilizing matrix
categorization (textual segmentation, keyword extraction, focal thematic units,
latent/manifest semantic derivation, and intra-textual hadith collation).
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3. Key Findings

The qualitative and quantitative analyses yielded several critical insights:

1. The Tripartite Pedagogical Transmission (Iqra’, Imla’, Kitabah):
The traditions substantiate that the transmission of the Quranic text from the
Prophet to Imam ‘Al (a) operated through an integrated, three-tiered
verification mechanism: oral instruction and auditory reception (igra’),
verbatim prophetic dictation (iml@’), and immediate transcription (kitabah)
in the Prophet’s presence. This legalistic and rigorous methodology
precluded memory lapses, transcription errors, and textual interpolations.

2. Hermeneutic Comprehensiveness and Semantic Inseparability: As
articulated in the textual evidence ("and he taught me its ta 'wil, its tafsiy, its
abrogating and abrogated verses, its unambiguous and ambiguous parts..."),
prophetic pedagogy transcended formal phonetics to incorporate the entire
hermeneutical framework. The dominant percentage of Quranic sciences
(33.82%) indicates that authentic recitation in the prophetic tradition is
intrinsically intertwined with profound comprehension and contextual
awareness.

3. Singular Divinely Authorized Recitation (Kama Unzila): The reports
unequivocally demonstrate that the Quran was revealed according to a
single, uniform reading ("The Quran is one, revealed from the One"). The
operative descriptor Kama Unzila ("as it was revealed") denotes the pristine,
unaltered verbal revelation aligned with authentic meaning. The historical
divergence into multiple gira’at is analyzed as a subsequent historical
development stemming from individual human ijtihad, regional dialects, and
the disregard of the primary authoritative codex.

4. Epistemic Infallibility via Divine Endowment: The explicit
invocation by the Prophet ("and he prayed to Allah to grant me
understanding and preservation”) alongside Imam ‘Alr’s affirmation ("/
never forgot a single verse...") establishes a state of divinely sustained
epistemological preservation ( ‘ismah ‘ilmiyyah) that endured throughout his
lifetime (mundhu).

5. Primacy of Revelation Preservation over Political Authority: In the
secondary focal narrative, Imam “Ali’s vow not to put on his outdoor cloak
until the compilation was completed ("la artadi hatta ajma‘ahu’)
underscores his prioritization of safeguarding the sacred scripture from
dispersal and distortion over active political contestation following the
Prophet’s demise.
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4. Conclusion

Content analysis of the traditions concerning the Mushaf of Imam ‘Al (a)
establishes that his recitation constitutes the definitive archetype of authentic
prophetic revelation. Characterized by direct transmission, simultaneous
written codification, and exhaustive mastery over exegesis and esoteric
hermeneutics, Imam “Alt’s reading serves as the ultimate normative criterion
for evaluating recitation validity and distinguishing divine text from
subsequent human variations. The divergence of readings within the wider
community is situated historically as a consequence of bypassing this
pristine apostolic repository. Consequently, the codex of Imam ‘All (a)
stands as an enduring testament to the textual integrity of the Quran, the
foundational unity of its recitation, and the exclusive intellectual and
spiritual marja Tyyah of the Ahl al-Bayt (a) in elucidating the divine word.
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