Print ISSN: 2676 - 6906
Online ISSN: 2676 - 6914

Studies of Quran Reading

Homepage: https://qer.journals.miu.ac.ir

The Chain-of-Transmission (Sanad) Assessment of
Quranic Variant Readings in the Narrations of al-Kafi
Morteza Yagobkhani Ghiasvand '™

1. Corresponding Author, Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Education , Farhangian

University of Zanjan, Email: yagobkhani@cfu.ac.ir

Article Info ABSTRACT

Article type: Objective: This study aims to re-evaluate and critically assess

Research Article the chains of transmission (asanid) of narrations concerning
Quranic variant readings (qira’at) in al-Kulayni’s seminal work
al-Kafi, elucidating how Imami scholars have addressed and

Article historv: reconciled the apparent contradictions among these reports.

. y: Methodology: Employing a textual-analytical and critical
Received: Hadith methodology grounded in the sciences of Biographical
15 March 2026

Received in revised
form:

Evaluation (‘Ilm al-Rijal), Hadith Criticism (Ikhtilaf al-Hadith),
and Principles of Jurisprudence (specifically the balance of
conflicting evidence: al-Ta ‘Gdul wa al-Tardjih), this research

12 April 2026 investigates three distinct categories of narrations: those
Accepted: endorsing well-known recitations, those asserting the unity of
5 May 2026 f}clita{i%n, aréd ﬂ;ose indicating an independent recitation by the
. P al-Bayt (a.s.).
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critiques—notably by ‘Allamah al-‘Askari, who weakened
several chains by assuming ambiguous transmitters like
Keywords: "Ahmad ibn Muhammad" to be the discredited al-Sayyari—
Recitations of Ahl al- identifying the exact teacher-student linkages confirms the
Bayt; transmitters to be the trustworthy al-Ash‘ari or al-Barqi, thereby
The Seven Readings; establishing their reliability (sihhah). Similarly, reports
Unity of Recitation; involving Ahmad ibn Mihran and Salim ibn Abi Salamah
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Kitab al-Kaf: tensions, Imami schplars havq adopted ﬁ.ve major perspectives:
Conflicting ’Narrations preference for the widely received recitations, preference for the
o o Ahl al-Bayt’s reading, interpretive reconciliation (al-jam ),
(al-Ta ‘adul wa al-Targjih).

legal choice (al-takhyir), and preference for the reading most
aligned with the codified mushaf.

Conclusion: While several narrations on variant readings in al-
Kafi withstand strict rijali scrutiny, the most coherent scholarly
position among Imami jurists remains the preference for the
universally accepted codified reading (e.g., Hafs from ‘Asim)
and refraining from exceeding the established canonical
recitations in practice
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1. Introduction

The phenomenon of Quranic recitations (qira’at) and the historical
involvement of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them) in determining or
transmitting the phonetic and vocalic forms of revelation constitute an
intricate subject within Islamic studies, Hadith sciences, and Imami
jurisprudence. Muhammad ibn Ya'qiib al-Kulaynt’s (d. 329 AH) al-Kafi, the
foundational corpus of early Shi'T tradition, records several narrations
concerning Quranic recitations. Textual analysis reveals three seemingly
divergent categories of reports: (1) narrations enjoining believers to recite
according to the widespread, conventional readings of the public ("recite as
the people recite"), (2) narrations advocating the absolute unity of the
revelation ("The Quran is one, revealed from the One; variation originates
from the transmitters"), and (3) narrations attributing distinct, non-canonical
variant readings specifically to the Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt. Contemporary
critical scholarship—exemplified by ‘Allamah al-Sayyid Murtada al-‘Askart
in al-Qur’an al-Karim wa Riwdyat al-Madrasatayn and Grand Ayatollah al-
Khii't in al-Bayan—has largely dismissed the third category based on
putative chains of transmission containing weak or extremist (ghulat)
transmitters. This study re-evaluates the technical authenticity of these
chains and systematically analyzes the hermeneutical frameworks used by
Imam scholars to resolve these conflicting traditions.

2. Methodology

This study adopts a rigorous analytical and critical-historical approach
rooted in classical Rijal, Dirayah, and Usil al-Figh (specifically the theory of
resolving conflicting traditions: al-Ta ‘adul wa al-Tarajih). The investigation
restricts its scope to vocalic and diacritical variants (harakat) rather than
textual additions or omissions. The methodology operates across two
dimensions:

1. Technical Chain Reconstruction & Disambiguation: Resolving
shared or homonymous names (al-mushtarakat) by mapping transmitter-
receiver networks (rawi and marwi ‘anh) and cross-referencing classical bio-
bibliographical authorities (al-Najashi, al-Tus1, al-Kashshi, Ibn Dawiid, and
al-Hill1).

2. Conflict Resolution Framework: Applying jurisprudential rubrics to
determine whether apparent contradictions among authentic reports are
reconcilable via semantic synthesis (al-jam°), preference weighting (al-
tarjih), or juristic indifference/choice (al-takhyir).
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3. Findings

A) Re-assessment and Verification of Transmission Chains:

1. Surah al-Ma’idah: 95 ("dhawa ‘adlin” vs. "dhii ‘adlin”): ‘Allamah al-
‘AskarT weakened the first narration in a/-Kafi by identifying the ambiguous
"Ahmad ibn Muhammad" as the notorious narrator al-Sayyari. However,
structural isnad mapping demonstrates that Kulayni’s direct teacher,
Muhammad ibn Yahya al-‘Attar, never transmitted directly from al-SayyarT.
Contextual evidence decisively establishes that "Ahmad ibn Muhammad" is
either the eminent Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isa al-Ash‘ari or Ahmad ibn
Muhammad ibn Khalid al-Barqt, both indisputably reliable. Furthermore, the
second narration—transmitted via ‘Ali ibn Ibrahim from his father, from Ibn
Ab1 ‘Umayr, from Hammad ibn ‘Uthman—represents a textbook example of
an authentic (sahih) Imami chain.

1. Surah al-An‘am: 33 ("la yukdhibiinaka" without tashdid): The isnad—
incorporating renowned figures such as al-Husayn ibn Sa‘id, al-Nadr ibn
Suwayd, and Ya‘'qub ibn Shu‘ayb—is fully authentic and perfectly matches the
recognized canonical readings of Nafi® and al-Kisa'1 among the Seven Readers.

2. Surah al-Hijr: 41 ("siratu ‘Aliyin mustaqim”): While Ahmad ibn
Mihran was impugned due to Ibn al-Ghada’irT’s hyper-critical approach, his
reliability is defended based on al-Kulaynt’s invocation of mercy upon him,
his frequent citations in a/-Kafi, and the defenses provided by modern
authorities like Ayatollah Subhani and ‘Allamah Mamaqani.

3. Narrations on Unity and Canonical Readings: Reports transmitted by
Salim ibn Abi Salamah (clarified by al-Hurr al-‘Amili and al-Saffar in
Basa’ir al-Darajat) and Jamil ibn Darraj from Zurarah also withstand
rigorous rijali verification.

B) Analytical Typology of Conflict Resolution:

Faced with authentic but divergent reports, Imami scholarship has
branched into five major paradigms:

1. Preference for Well-Known Recitations (Tarjih al-Qira’at al-
Mashhiirah): Advanced by al-Shaykh al-Mufid, al-Shahid al-Awwal, al-
Shahid al-Thani, and al-Majlisi, arguing for communal cohesion and the
authority of the received text.
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2. Preference for Ahl al-Bayt Variants: Advocated by traditionalist-
Akhbari scholars (e.g., Muhaddith al-NiirT), who interpreted popular reading
endorsements as instances of prudential dissimulation (tagiyyah)—a view
weakened by the established principle of testing narrations against the
publicly known Quran.

2. Interpretive Reconciliation (al-Jam* al- ‘Urfi/al-‘Aqli): Proposed by
Sahib al-Jawahir and al-Majlist (harmonizing "dhid" and "dhawa" as
chronological references to the Prophet and the Imam). This synthesis is
critiqued as an artificial, rationalistic (‘aqli) construct lacking intuitive
linguistic backing.

3. Legal Choice (al-Takhyir): Rooted in al-Kulayni’s own methodological
preface to al-Kafi, permitting recourse to either valid transmission where
definitive prioritization is elusive.

5. Preference for the Optimal Textual Alignment: Articulated by ‘Allamah
Ma‘rifat, who highlighted the superior transmission lineage ("the golden
chain") of the reading of Hafs from ‘Asim as the most textually and
historically sound criterion.

4. Conclusion

This inquiry proves that the narrations regarding Quranic recitations in
al-Kaft are technically sound and should not be summarily dismissed on
grounds of sanad weakness. Nevertheless, at the level of textual application,
artificial harmonizations fail the standard of sound legal reasoning.
Consequently, adopting the recitation corresponding to the universally
received codex (such as Hafs from ‘Asim) represents the most
methodologically rigorous and widely accepted paradigm within Imami1
Quranic and Hadith scholarship.
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