Bi-Quarterly Scientific Studies of Quran Reading, Autumn and Winter 2025, 12(23), P:141-166 Saa 5 013 e gy gal paine

B dsallall Abuasll daels ’
VEF=IEY 1o FY Gliue) g jaabs FY 6 ledd cadalgn Jlu (38 @il )8 lallas cole doliliad go Al-Mustafa International University 6’

An Evaluation of the Attribution of the Seven Qira’at (Qira’at)
to the Prophet (PBUH)"

Seyyed Mohammad Ali Hosseini ! and Gholamhossein Arabi 2

Hstact

One of the key discussions in Quranic sciences is the origin of the Seven
QOira’at (gira’at sab’a). Some scholars attribute the variations in these
readings (gira af) to factors such as the ijtihad of the reciters, the primitive
nature of the early Arabic script, and other similar reasons. In contrast, many
scholars assert that these readings (gira at) were directly transmitted by the
Prophet Mohammad (PBUH) to his companions, who then conveyed them to
the broader Muslim community. Consequently, the Seven Qira’at are
traditionally attributed to the Prophet (PBUH). This attribution implies that
each of the seven canonical reciters acquired their readings (gira at) from
their teachers in a chain of transmission that ultimately traces back to the
Prophet (PBUH). This study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach,
collecting and analyzing evidence to evaluate the validity of attributing the
Seven Qira at to the Prophet (PBUH). The findings of the research highlight
the following key arguments supporting the attribution of the Seven Qira’at
to the Prophet (PBUH): 1. The oral and Sunnah-based nature of Quranic
recitation (gir ‘at), as indicated by the historical phrase “al-gira’a sunna”. 2.
Explicit affirmations by the canonical reciters and others about the linkage of
their readings (gira’at) to the Prophet (PBUH). The chain of transmission
(isnad) connecting each canonical reciter to the Prophet (PBUH). 3. These
arguments collectively suggest the validity of attributing the Seven Qira’at to
the Prophet (PBUH). However, certain objections have been raised to
challenge this attribution, such as questioning the authority of the Qira ‘at, the
formal nature of some chains of transmission, and potential conflicts with
reason and authenticity. By addressing these objections and affirming the
robustness of the evidence supporting the attribution of the Seven Qira at to
the Prophet (PBUH), the study ultimately substantiates its validity.
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