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The Pioneering Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (AS) in the Use of Melody

and Its Impact *

Seyyed Mahdi Rahmati *

Abstract

The accurate interpretation and precise understanding of the Quran have
consistently been pivotal concerns for the Ahl al-Bayt (AS) and have engaged
scholars and laypeople alike since the inception of this eternal revelation. This
pursuit is fundamentally linked to the discipline of recitation (qira’at), which
serves as the primary avenue for those seeking knowledge from the divine text.
Within this framework, the Ahl al-Bayt (AS) have distinguished themselves as
exceptional interpreters of the divine message, occasionally utilizing melody to
infuse a musical quality into the Quranic verses, thereby enhancing the
conveyance of their meanings. This topic has inspired contemporary library-
based research aimed at documenting and analyzing the accounts from the
Prophet’s family, focusing on the identities and functions of melodic recitation
across various attributes. This investigation, informed by exegetical traditions
that illustrate a profound connection between the auditory features of the Quran
and its semantic interpretations, underscores how melodic recitation (qira’at),
marked by its tonal variations, not only enriches the recitation experience but also
aids in the retention and deeper comprehension of the divine messages. The
Imams (AS), recognizing this significant relationship, have pioneered the
interpretation of the Quran’s intended messages by aligning the melody of the
words with their semantic meanings. They have underscored the Quran’s role as
an elucidative text and the divine word’s capacity to clarify its meanings, thereby
demonstrating the harmony and coherence between the auditory and semantic
dimensions of the divine discourse.

Keywords: Melody, Quranic Recitation (Qira’at), Melodic Recitation
(Qira’at), Quranic Exegesis.

*, Date of receiving: 24/08/2023, Date of approval: 24/05/2024.
1. Seyyed Mahdi Rahmati, Assistant Professor, Department of Theology (Quranic and Hadith Sciences), Faculty of Humanities, Gonbad-

e Kavus University, Gonbad-e Kavus, Iran. rahmati@gonbad.ac.ir.
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An Examining Shaykh Tabarsi’s Narrative-Based Approach in
Preferring the Correct Recitation with Emphasis on the

Recitations (Qira’at) of Ahl al-Bayt (AS)*

Shahrebano Abbaszadeh ' and Seyyed Mohsen Musavi *

Abstract

Shaykh Tabarsi posited that the differences in Quranic recitations (qira’at) arose
subsequent to the Quran’s revelation. Employing a narrative-driven methodology, he
aimed to ascertain or, at the very least, favor the recitation that was divinely revealed.
His evaluation of recitation preferences was neither simplistic nor prejudiced; on
occasion, he prioritized alternative recitations (qira’at) over those attributed to Ahl
al-Bayt (ASE substantiating his selections with rationale. Nevertheless, he
predominantly viewed the recitations of Ahl al-Bayt (AS) as more precise and
preferable for a variety of reasons, which this study intends to investigate. The
objective of this research is to present a novel framework for favoring recitations
from Tabarsi’s perspective, one that has not been documented in other literature, and
to analyze it in light of the numerous pertinent examples found in his exegesis,
Majma’ al-Bayan. The central inquiry is: What criteria and foundational principles
does Shaykh Tabarsi primarily utilize when determining the correct recitation, and
what are the underlying reasons? This article employs a descriptive-analytical
approach to scrutinize Shaykh Tabarsi’s narrative-based methodology in selecting
the correct recitation, particularly focusing on the readings of Ahl al-Bayt (AS?. In
addition to elucidating this methodology, the article addresses its importance from
Tabarsi’s perspective and illustrates its application with examples and the rationale
behind his preferences. Ultimately, through an analysis of Tabarsi’s commentary and
his interpretations of various verses, it is concluded that Shaykh Tabarsi places
significant emphasis on the narrative-based approach and the readings of Ahl al-Bayt
(AS) in his selection of the correct recitation. For him, the hadith and narrations of
Ahl al-Bayt (AS) serve as the paramount and most conclusive criteria in the realm of
Quranic recitation. This conclusion arises from the fact that, among all recitations,
the readings of Ahl al-Bayt (AS) rescue an individual from doubt in choosing the best
recitation, as they are based on credible and universally accepted sources—namely,
the narrations, the Quran, and consensus—which identify Ahl al-Bayt (AS) as the
best models and inheritors of the Prophethood. Thus, relying on their recitations is
the best option for selecting the correct recitation.

Keywords: Correct Recitation, Ahl al-Bayt’s Recitation, Single Recitation,
Recitation Variations, Narrative-Based Approach, Tabarsi, Majma’ al-Bayan.
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The Effect of Farsh Al-Haruf (Secondary Principles in Qira’at) in
the Interpretation of Some Theological Verses and Its Connection
with the Endowment and Connection of the Verses of the Holy

Quran*

Rouhollah Mohammad Ali Nejad Omran ' and Mohammad Rasul Takbiri 2 and
Mohsen Qasempour Ravandi * and Karim Parcheh Baf Dowlati *

Abstract

A significant factor influencing the placement of wagf (stop) and wasl (continuation)
in the recitation of Quranic verses is the notion of “Farsh al-Huruf (Secondary Principles
in Qira’at).” This term denotes subtle variations in the recitation of Quranic words that
lack a specific governing rule and do not conform to a standardized pronunciation. This
study utilizes a descriptive-analytical approach to explore how Farsh al-Huruf
(Secondary Principles in Qira’at) in recitations affects the positioning of wagf and wasl
within the verses of the Holy Quran, as well as its implications for the comprehension
and interpretation of these verses. The results reveal that Farsh al-Huruf influences wagf
and wasl in multiple ways, including: 1. Divergence (lltifat), 2. Variations in Diacritics
('rab), and 3. Addition or Omission of Letters. These effects are exemplified through
various instances. For example, in verse 37 of Surah Ghafir, the recitation “Sadd” with a
fatha on the - (Sad) introduces a divergence and presents a theological dilemma

concerning the inevitable misguidance of Pharaoh. According to related verses, this
misguidance is not a mere act of divine will but rather a result of human decisions and
subsequent punishment. In verse 40 of Surah At-Tawbah, alterations in diacritics are
linked to theological considerations. In a reading where the -G (ta) is in the raf® case,

“Allah” is fundamentally perceived as superior, a view supported by Sunni scholars who
attribute this to the eternal essence of the term “Allah.” In contrast, a reading with a nasb
case suggests the superiority of “Allah” as a manifestation of divine creation, which the
Mu’tazila interpret as indicative of the temporality of the term “Allah.” These analyses
underscore the profound influence of recitations on the positions of waqf and wasl,
reflecting varying theological perspectives.

Key words: Farsh al-Huruf (Secondary principles in Qira’at), Recitations,
Divergence, Diacritics of the Quran, Waquf (Stop) and Ibtida (Start),
Interpretation of the Holy Quran.
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Tabari’s Exegetical Approach, with a Focus on Hafs’ Recitation

from Asim*

Hamed Sharifinasab * and Rouhollah Bahadori Jahromi 2

Abstract

The selection of the seven canonical recitations by Ibn Mujahid (d. 324 AH),
followed by the subsequent selections of ten and fourteen recitations by later
scholars, significantly distinguished these recitations from others. This
distinction led some Sunni scholars to regard the seven, and others the ten
recitations, as mutawatir (massively transmitted). As these classifications gained
prominence after Ibn Mujahid, it becomes essential to analyze the earlier written
works to evaluate the legitimacy of these recitations, as they remain unaffected
by the categorizations introduced by Ibn Mujahid and his successors. A notable
example of such an early work is the extensive commentary Jami’ al-Bayan by
Mohammad bin Jarir al-Tabari (d. 310 AH), which is free from the biases of later
classifications. This research aims to elucidate Tabari’s perspective on various
recitations by employing a library-based methodology to explore how he
addressed the different recitations of the Quran in his Jami’ al-Bayan, particularly
focusing on his treatment of the narration of Hafs from Asim. The results suggest
that Tabari did not endorse the tawatur (massively transmission) of the ten
canonical recitations. In fact, he often deemed the recitations of certain ten
reciters as impermissible in various verses. Additionally, an analysis of Tabari’s
stance on the Hafs narration indicates that he did not recognize it as mutawatir or
as a reliable narration; he did not even equate it with lesser-known or anomalous
recitations and intentionally avoided acknowledging or transmitting it.

Keywords: Tabari, Jami’ al-Bayan, Quranic Recitations (Qira’at), Hafs, Asim.
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The Quranic Recitation in Melodic Chant: The Perspective of

Imam Khamenei *

Mohammad Faker Meybodi *

Abstract

Various perspectives have been articulated by jurists, exegetes, and scholars
specializing in Quranic sciences concerning the practice of reciting the Quran
through melodic chant (ghina’). This study investigates the notion of ghina’ in
Quranic recitation as interpreted by Imam Khamenei, a modern jurist known for
his comprehensive and nuanced views on matters related to music and ghina’.
The central research question explores Imam Khamenei’s stance on melodic
recitation (Question of Research), employing an analytical-narrative approach
within the context of Islamic jurisprudence and Quranic studies (Methodology).
The outcomes of this research reveal several key points: the classification of
ghina’ into general and specific categories, as well as lawful (halal) and unlawful
(haram) forms; a tripartite categorization of the human voice; the non-absolute
prohibition of ghina’ as indicated by various narrations; the recognition of
customary understanding (urf) in defining what constitutes ghina’; the irrelevance
of factors such as the presence of immoral individuals, musical instruments,
sound materials, and exhilaration in determining the essence of ghina’; the
restriction of Quranic recitation in the form of ghina’ when it aligns with the
criteria of haram ghina’; the allowance for melodic chanting (taghanni) in
Quranic recitation in a conventional manner that does not qualify as haram
ghina’; and the specific exclusion of melodic Quranic recitation from the
prohibition ruling, rather than its outright exemption (Research Outcome).

Keywords: Imam Khamenei, Ghina’, Melodic Quranic Recitation, Music.
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An Analysis of Internal Rhythmic Structure in the Quran and Its

Impact on Conveying Meanings *

Mohammad Mahdi Shahmoradi Fereidooni ! and Yasin Mohammadi 2 and Seyyedeh
Farnaz Ittihad 3

Abstract

Mastery in any discipline necessitates the application of techniques that
correspond with its fundamental nature and principles to attain the intended
results. The recitation and reading (tilawat) of the Quran, recognized as a
specialized art form, exemplify this principle. To execute this art form effectively,
one must possess a thorough understanding of the pertinent principles. Central to
this understanding is the acknowledgment of the text’s characteristics and a
profound comprehension of its deeper meanings. A critical element that
significantly influences the art of Quranic recitation is the “internal rhythmic
structure of the verses,” which serves as a prominent illustration of the Quran’s
rhetorical miracle (i’jaz al-bayani). Considerable effort has been invested in
exploring the essence of this rhythmic structure. Grasping this dimension is vital
for fulfilling what the Quran describes as “reciting with due right” (haqq tilawat).
This analysis adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology to investigate how the
internal rhythmic structure of the Quran affects the listener’s understanding of
the meanings expressed in the verses. Thus, effectively utilizing the Quran’s
internal rhythmic structure to communicate its meanings demands the careful and
systematic adherence to recitation principles by the reciter.

Keywords: Internal Rhythmic Structure, Melodic Tone, Meaning-Oriented
Recitation, Art of Recitation (Tilawat), Semantic Rhythm.
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Analysis of the Auditory and Semantic Implications of the Endings

in Surah Yusuf *

Hossein Khani Kalgai *
Abstract

Contemporary stylistics, as a specialized field within linguistics, offers a
scientific and systematic approach to elucidating the unique rhetorical qualities
of the Quran, thereby emphasizing the verbal and spiritual elegance of its divine
verses. A thorough examination of the auditory effects and the semantic and
auditory connections of the Quran’s concluding words, referred to as “Quranic
Endings (Fawasil),” in relation to the verses and surahs’ content, warrants
significant scholarly attention. This analysis is crucial for effectively conveying
the verses’ meanings and fostering auditory unity. The research utilizes a
descriptive-analytical methodology to investigate the endings (fawasil) of Surah
Yusuf at various auditory, semantic, and lexical dimensions. The results reveal
that one of the key indicators of this surah’s inimitability lies in its melodious and
harmonious auditory characteristics, which stem from the careful arrangement
and selection of the concluding words. The congruence between the content and
the thematic as well as auditory implications of these endings ultimately fosters
a sense of harmony and coherence.

Keywords: Surah Yusuf, Quranic Endings (Fawasil), Auditory Implications,
Semantic Implications.
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An Analysis of the Transmission and Text of Reports on Lahn in

Quranic Orthography *
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Abstract

The presence of specific terms in the Quran that deviate from standard Arabic
orthography has historically prompted inquiries into the underlying reasons,
justifications, and the validity of these variations. A significant source for this discourse
includes the accounts relayed by the Companions and Followers concerning these
orthographic anomalies. These accounts explicitly discuss the identification of errors in
the Quranic text, alongside the affirmation, denial, or rationale for such discrepancies.
However, what exactly are these accounts? How trustworthy are they? And what
historical context do they belong to? This article employs an analytical-descriptive
approach, utilizing library resources to compile, evaluate, and scrutinize these accounts,
with a particular emphasis on identifying their chronological origins. The results
suggest that these accounts likely trace back to the latter part of the 3rd century AH
regarding both their transmission and textual content, making it challenging to assert
their existence during the time of the Companions. Furthermore, the transmission
chains associated with the reports attributed to Uthman do not meet the requisite
standards for reliability, thus rendering them inadequate as reliable evidence.

Keywords: Hadith Criticism, Methodology of Transmission and Text
Analysis, Orthography, Quran.
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Linguistic and Semantic Analysis of the Divergence in the

Recitation of “Kisfan” *

Zahra Ghasem Nejad ! and Youssef Farshadnia 2

Abstract

The term “Kisfan” in the Quran has been pronounced with both a fathah
(opening) and a sukun (silencing) on the letter sin by various reciters. Linguistic
sources attribute multiple meanings to this term, encompassing both nominal and
verbal interpretations, including “cutting,” “covering,” “a piece,” “casting
down,” “moving away,” “decline,” “overpowering,” “collapsing,” and “being
overwhelmed.” Azharl was the first to explore the variations in the recitation of
this term within lexicographical studies, referencing Farra’’s insights on its
pronunciation and meaning, as well as Zajjaj’s claim that these two recitations
imply different meanings. The discourse surrounding the differing recitations of
this term is notably more pronounced in exegetical literature from the fourth to
the seventh centuries compared to other eras. In the field of Qira’at (Quranic
recitations), the semantic distinction between these two forms is particularly
clear, as one denotes a plural and the other a singular. For example, Ibn ‘Amir
interprets “Kisfan” with a sukun as singular and with a fathah on the sin as plural.
Consequently, in contexts suggesting plurality, such as verse 92 of Surah al-Isra,
he opts for the fathah, diverging from the majority of reciters, while in verse 48
of Surah al-Rum, he employs the sukun to indicate singularity, again differing
from the consensus. Shu’bah, a notable narrator from ‘Asim, reads “Kisfan” with
a sukun in verses where the particle “min” is used in a partitive context (e.g.,
kisfan mina al-sama’), treating it as singular. The findings of this descriptive-
analytical study highlight the presence of “ijtihad” (independent reasoning),
“rule-based decisions,” “non-reliance solely on transmission,” and “choice”
among certain reciters and narrators, as well as the non-revelatory nature of all
variations in recitational recitation.

Keywords: Recitation Variations, Science of Qira’at, Reciters, Discretion,

ljtihad, Kisfan.
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An Examination of Hamzah’s Divergence in the Recitation of
“Abada al-Taghat” *

Seyyed Mohsen Musavi ! and Seyyedeh Farnaz Ittihad 2

Abstract

The study of Quranic recitations pertaining to the term ““ ‘Abada” in verse
60 of Surah al-Ma’idah highlights a significant variation among the reciters.
Notably, in the phrase “‘Abada al-Taghiit,” only Hamzah opted for the
reading ““ ‘Ubuda,” while other prominent reciters preferred “ ‘Abada.” This
variation stems from a semantic distinction influenced by the grammatical
function of the term. Hamzah interpreted this word as a singular noun with
a plural connotation, in contrast to the other reciters who associated it with
“la ‘anahu Allah” (cursed by Allah). The objective of this study is to explore
the differences in Hamzah’s interpretation relative to the other seven reciters
concerning the recitation of this term, and to ascertain whether Hamzah’s
reading was derived from ijtihad (independent reasoning) or from a process
of discovery, unlike the other established reciters. This research employs a
descriptive-analytical approach to investigate the term *“ ‘Abada” within the
contexts of lexicography, Quranic recitation literature, and exegetical texts.
The results, derived from this methodology, indicate that the analysis of
recitation variations in similar verses can bolster the argument that Hamzah,
among the seven reciters, exercised a certain level of discretion in his
recitation choices, which often align with specific principles and
regulations, reflecting his distinctive ijtihad. Furthermore, a comparative
analysis of Hamzah’s recitation of “ ‘Abada” as reported by Ibn Mas‘ud and
al-A ‘mash—nhis teachers—against the recitations of other reciters reveals
that Hamzah’s recitation in Kufa stands apart from others. Additionally,
investigating the differences in recitation within this verse, particularly
regarding the roles of the conjunctive and the conjoined elements,
emphasizes the necessity of accurately identifying the conjoined element in
Quranic recitation, which carries substantial implications for the
interpretation and translation of the verses.

Keywords: Recitation Variations, ‘Abada al-Taghtit, Analysis of Recitations,

Kufan Recitation, Recitation Standards, Hamzah’s Recitation.
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The Impact of Linguistic ljtihad on the Formation of Abu Amr’s

Quranic Recitation *

Rouhollah Najafi !

Abstract

Abu Amr bin al-Ala, a distinguished Quran reciter from the 2nd century AH,
is also renowned for his significant contributions to linguistics. This research
seeks to examine the relationship between Abu Amr’s linguistic perspectives and
his methodology in Quranic recitation. A wealth of evidence suggests that this
reciter from Basra consciously avoided synonymy when interpreting the
meanings of Quranic terms, making careful distinctions between words that are
often regarded as synonymous by most linguists. These nuanced distinctions have
resulted in variations between Abu Amr’s recitation of certain Quranic verses and
the more commonly accepted recitations by other reciters. Furthermore, Abu Amr
possessed particular beliefs regarding the inclusivity and semantic breadth of
words, which had a direct impact on his recitational approach. It seems that his
independent linguistic reasoning in recitation does not fully conform to the notion
of tawatur (massively transmission) of recitations attributed to the Prophet.
Nevertheless, Abu Amr’s recitation of numerous Quranic verses aligns with his
linguistic principles, and he formulated specific elements of recitation grounded
in his own linguistic theories.

Keywords: Abu Amr bin al-Ala, Linguistic ljtihad, Ijtihad in Recitation,
Quranic Recitation, Avoidance of Synonymy.
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Examining the Authenticity of the Qira’at al-Nas (Common

Recitation) *

Laleh Eftekhari !

Abstract

The authenticity and tawatur (massively transmission) of the various recitations of
the Quran have been extensively debated within historical texts and the field of Quranic
studies. The emergence of certain doubts regarding Quranic recitation has occasionally
prompted skepticism about the divine origin of particular words and phrases within the
Quran, thereby providing a rationale for critics of Islam and its sacred text.
Consequently, it is imperative for every Muslim to ardently uphold the truth,
authenticity, and unaltered nature of this divine scripture. This research seeks to affirm
the authenticity of the widely recognized Quranic recitation (Qira’at al-Nas) while also
exploring the views on the authenticity of alternative Quranic recitations through a
descriptive-analytical approach. The results suggest that the Quran was revealed in a
singular recitation, with variations arising from dialectal differences and, significantly,
political influences. Additionally, narrations related to the hadith of “seven readings”
(hadith al-sab’ah ahruf) or the discrepancies in recitations due to the Quran’s
compilation are deemed to lack adequate credibility.

Keywords: Quran, Recitation Variations, Seven Qira’at, Mutawatir
Recitation, Qira’at al-Nas (Common Recitation).
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An Analysis of the Quantity of Quranic (Tilawat) Recitation in
Islamic Narrations with Emphasis on the Thoughts of the

Supreme Leader (Imam Khamenei) *

Seyed Mojtaba Akhtar Razavi ! and Ahmad Zarnegaar 2

Abstract

The Holy Quran serves as the ultimate guide for humanity and stands as the sole
celestial text that remains unaltered. It leads individuals toward the most reliable path.
It is clear that the potential to derive guidance from this divine scripture is attainable
through persistent and ongoing interaction with it. The initial step in this interaction is
the recitation of the Quran. In this regard, the Noble Prophet Mohammad (peace be
upon him and his progeny) and the revered Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them) have
provided numerous recommendations. Various dimensions of Quranic recitation merit
investigation, particularly the frequency of recitation, or the volume of the Quran that
is read. Since reading the Quran constitutes one of the fundamental responsibilities of
every believer in this life-affirming text, the inquiry into the appropriate daily reading
amount is of considerable significance and concern for all individuals. This study
utilizes a descriptive-analytical approach, examining narrations from both Sunni and
Shia traditions. Furthermore, insights from the official website of the Supreme Leader
have been gathered and documented. The results of this research reveal that, according
to the views of the Noble Prophet Mohammad (peace be upon him and his progenyt)
and his esteemed Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them), the daily and consistent recitation
of the Quran, to the extent of one’s ability and circumstances, is an obligation for every
Muslim. Nevertheless, the quality of Quranic recitation holds greater importance than
its quantity. Quality encompasses the accurate pronunciation of Quranic words,
adherence to proper pauses and beginnings, and, most crucially, reflection on its
meanings. Additionally, factors such as the timing and setting of recitation also
influence the volume of Quranic reading. This article further illustrates that the
Supreme Leader's statements on these matters are corroborated by authentic narrations.

Keywords: Quranic Recitation (Tilawat), Quran Reading, Quantity, Amount
of Reading, Quality, Daily, Engagement with the Quran, Tarteel, Contemplation.
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