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Recitations and Reading Features of the Mushaf of Mashhad
al-Ridawi: Description and Analysis *

Amir Zowgi'

At

The Mushaf of Mashhad al-Ridawi. based on ancient paleographic evidence
and radiocarbon (C-14) testing. is attributed to the second half of the first Islamic
century. As a tangible historical artifact. this manuscript serves as a means to
verify historical reports regarding the compilation of the Quran and its
recitational traditions. This Mushaf and similar manuscripts not only challenge
the views of some Orientalists who argue that the Quran was finalized no earlier
than the late second Islamic century but also cast serious doubt on the claims of
certain contemporary Quranic scholars who assert that the Quran has always been
recited exclusively according to the Hafs ‘an ‘Asim transmission. An
examination of this manuscript reveals that many words do not align with the
Hafs ‘an ‘Asim recitation but rather exhibit a variety of both canonical (mashhiir)
and even irregular (shadhdh) recitations. Additionally. the manuscript was
originally written largely in accordance with the orthographic conventions (rasm)
of the Mushaf of Madinah. though it was later corrected in four instances based
on the consensus conventions of the manuscripts of Irag and Mecca. Moreover.
this Mushaf does not follow any of the seven established systems of verse
enumeration (‘add al-ay). and in some cases. it diverges from all of them. Finally.
although basmala is consistently counted as an independent verse in the main
body of the manuscript. it was never considered in the ta‘shir (marking of every
tenth verse). indicating that the ta“shir system in this manuscript was introduced
centuries after the original text was inscribed.

Keywords: Mushaf of Mashhad al-Ridawi. Qira’at (Recitations). Hafs ‘an
‘Asim Transmission. Irregular Recitations (Qira’at Shadhdhah). Basmalah. Verse
Enumeration (‘Add al-Ay). Ta‘shir (Tenth-Verse Marking).

*, Date of receiving: 06/11/2023, Date of Revised: 17/03/2024, Date of approval: 13/04/2024.
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The Orthography (Rasm al-Khat) and Recitation (Qir’at) of the
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Marzieh Sarvmaily ' and Elaha Shahpasand 2
Abstract

The Islamic narrations on the history of the Quran are often limited and sometimes
contradictory, rendering them insufficient for comprehensively elucidating all
dimensions of Quranic history. In recent era, some Western Quranic scholars have
questioned the authenticity of the Islamic traditions, consequently proposing a much
later timeline for the Quran’s compilation. To address these challenges, researchers
have turned to the study of physical and archaeological evidence from the early
Islamic centuries, such as papyri, inscriptions, and manuscript codices. This study
aims to shed light on a particular aspect of Quranic history by examining and
analyzing one of the earliest Quranic manuscripts, the Paris—St. Petersburg Codex,
housed in the National Library of France and the National Library of Russia. This
codex contains portions of the latter half of the Quran. The research seeks to date the
manuscript’s compilation and, as far as possible, identify the dominant gira’at
(recitational method) prevalent during the transcription of Quranic manuscripts close
to the period of Quranic revelation. To achieve this, the study provides a
comprehensive introduction to this ancient Hijazi manuscript and examines various
aspects of its codicology, orthography (rasm al-khat), spelling conventions (imla),
recitational variants (qira’at), and verse enumeration systems (‘ad al-ayat). The
findings indicate that through dating methods such as paleography, manuscript
analysis, carbon-14 testing, and the study of orthographic features, diacritics, and dots
present in the manuscript, the Paris—St. Petersburg Codex can be dated to the first
half of the first Islamic century. Its verse enumeration system shows the closest
alignment, in order, with the Medinan version, followed by the Meccan version.
Additionally, the manuscript exhibits greater affinity with the recitational tradition of
the Medinan qurra (reciters).

Keywords: Paris—St. Petersburg Codex, Quranic Codices (Masahif), Qira’at,
Verse Enumeration (‘Ad al-Ayat), Orthography (Rasm al-Khat).
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Abstract

The Enlightenment era and the emergence of the historical-critical approach to the
Bible, along with the study of textual variations in the Old and New Testaments, provided
a foundation for Orientalists in the 19th and 20th centuries to extend this perspective to
the Quran and introduce their critical approach as a novel process. This process began
with source criticism, evolved into textual criticism, progressed to form criticism, and
eventually developed into redaction criticism. This study, employing a descriptive-
analytical method, examines the textual criticism of Quranic manuscripts from the
perspective of Keith Small in his book Textual Criticism and Quran Manuscripts. The
primary objective is to explore Small’s viewpoints and identify existing gaps in this field.
Small, by analyzing aspects such as orthographic variations in early manuscripts, scribal
errors, differences in diacritical markings, verse divisions, and the relationship between
manuscripts and the texts recorded in Islamic literature, presents a significant evaluation
of the early textual history of the Quran and its complex challenges. While Small’s
research benefits from precise methodology, reliance on primary sources, systematic
classification of textual variations, and attention to the interaction between oral and
written traditions, it faces several issues, including methodological bias, a lack of
comprehensive textual and linguistic understanding of the Quran, neglect of oral tradition,
disregard for tawatur (mass transmission), inattention to gira’at (recitation variants), and
a limited focus on the historical context of Quranic manuscripts. These shortcomings,
despite his extensive efforts, may render his objectives in the textual criticism of Quranic
manuscripts insufficient or incomplete.
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Orthographic Variations, Manuscript Analysis, History of the Quran.
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Table 2.1
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The Status of Humran bin A’yun in Quranic Readings (Qira’at)*

Amir Hassan Khorvash !

Hstoct

Humran bin A’yun, one of the companions of Imam al-Bagir (AS) and Imam
al-Sadiq (AS), is recognized as a Quranic reciter in Islamic sources. He was
highly regarded by the jurists among the Imamiyya, and Sunni scholars also
acknowledged his strong adherence to Shi’ism. The Imams praised him
extensively, and numerous narrations attributed to him are found in Imamiyya
sources. He is also known to have transmitted Quranic readings (qira’at) from the
Imams, with reports indicating that Imam al-Sadiq (AS) referred to him during a
debate concerning Quranic readings (qira’at). Humran was among the teachers of
Hamzah al-Zayyat, one of the Seven Qira’at Reciters (Qurra’ Sab’a), and his
readings (qira’at) have been discussed in Sunni literature. Given his esteemed
position among the Imamiyya, his connection to the Imams (AS), and the
potential relationship of his reading (qir’at) to the Imams, it is essential to analyze
his reading (qir’at), its characteristics, and its formation. Additionally, the
relationship between his reading (gir’at) ‘and that of Hamzah al- -Zayyat should be
clarified, and the possibility of reconstructing Humran’s reading (qir’at) should
be assessed. It appears that Humran’s reading (qir’at) may have had significant
connections to Imam al-Bagir (AS) and ultimately linked back to the readings
(gira’at) transmitted from Imam Ali (AS) and Ibn Mas’ud. Over time, his reading
(qgir’at) seems to have been absorbed into Hamzah’s reading (qir’at) and did not
survive as an independent tradition.

Keywords: Companions of Imam al-Baqir (AS), Jurists of the Companions,
Quranic Reading (Qir’at), Humran bin A’yun, Hamzah bin Habib Zayyat.
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One of the key discussions in Quranic sciences is the origin of the Seven
QOira’at (gira’at sab’a). Some scholars attribute the variations in these
readings (gira af) to factors such as the ijtihad of the reciters, the primitive
nature of the early Arabic script, and other similar reasons. In contrast, many
scholars assert that these readings (gira at) were directly transmitted by the
Prophet Mohammad (PBUH) to his companions, who then conveyed them to
the broader Muslim community. Consequently, the Seven Qira’at are
traditionally attributed to the Prophet (PBUH). This attribution implies that
each of the seven canonical reciters acquired their readings (gira at) from
their teachers in a chain of transmission that ultimately traces back to the
Prophet (PBUH). This study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach,
collecting and analyzing evidence to evaluate the validity of attributing the
Seven Qira at to the Prophet (PBUH). The findings of the research highlight
the following key arguments supporting the attribution of the Seven Qira’at
to the Prophet (PBUH): 1. The oral and Sunnah-based nature of Quranic
recitation (gir ‘at), as indicated by the historical phrase “al-gira’a sunna”. 2.
Explicit affirmations by the canonical reciters and others about the linkage of
their readings (gira’at) to the Prophet (PBUH). The chain of transmission
(isnad) connecting each canonical reciter to the Prophet (PBUH). 3. These
arguments collectively suggest the validity of attributing the Seven Qira’at to
the Prophet (PBUH). However, certain objections have been raised to
challenge this attribution, such as questioning the authority of the Qira ‘at, the
formal nature of some chains of transmission, and potential conflicts with
reason and authenticity. By addressing these objections and affirming the
robustness of the evidence supporting the attribution of the Seven Qira at to
the Prophet (PBUH), the study ultimately substantiates its validity.

Keywords: Seven Qira’at, Attribution of Qiraat, Sunnah of Recitation,

Ijtihad in Recitation, Al-Qira’al-Sunna.
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Revisiting the Permissibility of Optional Waqf at Verses
Engings/ Distances (Fawasil -e- Ayat)"

Morteza Ghasemi Khah !

Abstract

Wagf idtirari (compulsory pause) is permissible at any position in Quranic
recitation; however, waqf ikhtiyari (optional pause) is governed by the specific
rules of waqf wa ibtida’ (pausing and resuming). Given that the Quran contains
over 6,000 verses, the most common place for a wagf is at the end of verses,
making the examination of the rules for pausing at the end of different types of
verses particularly significant. When comparing the beginning of a verse to the
end of the preceding verse, three categories of verses emerge: 1. Verses that are
independent in both wording and meaning from the preceding verse. 2. Verses
that are dependent on the preceding verse only in meaning. 3. Verses that are
dependent on the preceding verse in both wording and meaning. It is unanimously
agreed that pausing at the end of verses in the first and second categories, and
resuming with the subsequent verse, is permissible. However, regarding the third
category, there is a scholarly disagreement on whether an optional wagf is
permissible at such verse endings. Furthermore, if such a waqf is permissible,
what are the rules for resuming recitation afterward? Scholars have proposed four
perspectives on the permissibility of wagf at the boundaries of verses in the third
category. This article employs a descriptive-analytical method to address the
aforementioned questions. After critically evaluating the arguments of these four
perspectives, none were deemed conclusive. The findings indicate that the
Sunnah does not explicitly prescribe pausing at the end of every verse.
Nevertheless, considering that the end of verses is distinct from other Quranic
phrases, an optional wagf at the end of verses in the first and second categories is
desirable. For verses in the third category, optional wagf at their boundaries is
permissible to demonstrate the Quran’s linguistic inimitability (i’jaz bayani) and
rhythmic coherence.

Keywords: Resumption (ibtida’), Verse Boundaries (fawasil al-ayat),
Quranic Recitation (Qir’at), Pausing (waqf), Optional Pausing (waqf ikhtiyari).

* Date of receiving: 12/08/2023, Date of Revised: 13/01/2024, Date of approval: 14/05/2024.
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