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Objective: This study aims to systematically identify, explain, and
formulate the objectives and functions of "ideal public Quranic
recitation" (al-Tilawah al-Majlisiyyah) from the perspective of
Ayatollah Khamenei, defining recitation as an educational, spiritual,
and cultural medium.

Methodology: Employing a qualitative approach, the research
utilizes thematic content analysis and textual interrogation (istintaq)
of his specialized speeches, writings, and Quranic directives,
integrated with Quranic verses, prophetic traditions, and classical
Quranic scholarship.

Findings: The findings demonstrate that the objectives of public recitation
are structured in a three-tier hierarchical and causal continuum:

1. Preliminary Objectives: Enhancing public accessibility and cultural
equity in hearing the Quran, establishing social familiarity (uns) and a
Quranic atmosphere, and transmitting the emotional depth and vivid
imagery of verses via deliberate "recitation engineering."

2. Intermediate Objectives: Fostering the reciter's inner spiritual
impression (ta ‘aththur), inducing reverent humility (khushi ) and
emotional responsiveness in listeners, and catalyzing ethical and
spiritual transformation.

3. Ultimate Objectives: Revitalizing divine remembrance (dhikr),
deepening religious faith and certainty (yagin), and guiding both
individual and collective conduct toward practical adherence to
Quranic commandments and a Quran-centered lifestyle.
Conclusion: According to Ayatollah Khamenei, public recitation
transcends acoustic performance or ceremonial art; it serves as a
transformative, civilization-building, and pedagogic vehicle where
melodic and vocal techniques are strictly subservient to semantic
transmission and holistic behavioral orientation.
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1. Introduction:

Public Quranic Recitation (al-Tilawah al-Majlisiyyah) denotes the
formal, artistic, and assembly-oriented recitation of the Holy Quran
grounded in the Tahqig style, observing precise phonetic rules (7ajwid),
pause-and-start conventions (Waqf wa Ibtida’), and contextual melodic
adaptation (Magamat). In contemporary practice, this tradition often faces
reductionism, becoming an acoustic exhibition of vocal virtuosity devoid of
transformative intent. The core problem addressed in this study is the critical
need to retrieve and formulate a comprehensive teleological framework for
public recitation. Drawing upon the profound theoretical and technical
mastery of Quranic arts demonstrated by Ayatollah Khamenei, this article
investigates and systematizes his paradigm of "ideal public recitation."

2. Methodology

This study uses a qualitative research design based on thematic content
analysis and methodological interrogation (istintdaq) applied to the corpus of
speeches, directives, and instructional sessions delivered by Ayatollah
Khamenei over four decades. His perspectives are critically aligned with
classical tafsir traditions, hadith literature concerning the exoteric and
esoteric etiquettes of recitation, and the foundational axioms of recitation
sciences.

3. Findings:
The conceptual system developed by Ayatollah Khamenei articulates the

objectives of public recitation as an integrated, causal, and three-tiered
developmental process:

A) Preliminary Objectives (Communicative and Facilitative Tier):

1. Democratization of Quranic Audition & Cultural Justice: Facilitating
universal access to accurate and aesthetically sublime Quranic recitations,
particularly for individuals facing literacy or physical constraints, mirroring
the Prophetic model at the Conquest of Mecca and the traditions of Imam al-
Sajjad and Imam al-Kazim.

2. Cultivating Quranic Intimacy (Uns) & Atmosphere: Eradicating
cultural alienation from the Quran and integrating the auditory presence of
revelation into the collective social fabric.

3. Dramatic Visualization & Semantic Engineering: Deploying melodic
modulation, deliberate tonal variation, and syntactic repetition to visually
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and emotionally incarnate the scenes, dialogues, and ethos of verses in the
minds of listeners (exemplified by Sheikh Mustafa Ismail's recitation of
Surah Hud or Abdul-Basit's rhythmic repetition in Surah Yusuf).

B) Intermediate Objectives (Cognitive, Affective, and Pedagogical Tier):

1. Reciter's Internal Impression (Ta aththur): Genuine spiritual resonance
within the reciter is the sine qua non of external impact; the reciter must
experience heartfelt conviction before attempting semantic transmission.

2. Inducing Reverent Humility (Khushii’) and Spiritual Gravity:
Transforming the recitation circle into an active divine admonition
(Maw ‘izah) that evokes awe, sorrow, and contrition.

3. Catalyzing FEthical and Spiritual Revolution: Sparking profound
internal shifts within the listener that break worldly negligence and prepare
the soul for moral purification.

C) Ultimate Objectives (Teleological, Faith-Based, and Behavioral Tier):

1. Reviving Divine Remembrance (Dhikr) & Elevating Faith: Redirecting
existential focus toward the divine realm, transforming superficial belief into
resilient certainty (Yagin) and reliance (Tawakkul).

2. Intellectual Maturation and Praxis-Oriented Quranic Lifestyle: The
zenith of recitation lies in translating auditory beauty and cognitive
apprehension into practical compliance (al- ‘Amal bi-I-Qur’an), shaping
individual morality, societal justice, and Quranic civilization.

4. Conclusion

The study concludes that in Ayatollah Khamenei’s thought, public
recitation is an organic "artistic-pedagogical-strategic" continuum. Vocal
artistry is strictly instrumentalized in the service of divine guidance.
Consequently, the ultimate criterion for evaluating recitation is its efficacy in
awakening the human spirit and cultivating a lifestyle anchored in the ethos
of the Holy Quran.
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1. Introduction

The Holy Quran stands as the eternal charter of human guidance and the
cornerstone of Islamic civilization. In the strategic paradigm of Grand
Ayatollah Khamenei, nurturing an intimate connection with divine revelation
and fostering an active community of Quran memorizers (Huffaz) constitutes
a vital requisite for spiritual and civilizational flourishing.

Lexically, 'Hifz' denotes vigilance, preservation, safeguarding from loss,
and mental retention opposing oblivion (al-Farahidi, Kitab al-'Ayn; Ibn
Manzur, Lisan al-'Arab; al-Raghib al-Isfahani, Mufradat). In Quranic
terminological conventions, a 'Hafiz' is one who has committed the entirety
of the text to memory according to authentic recitation transmissions.
Historically, early Islamic tradition frequently employed terms such as
'Qurra’, 'Hamalat al-Quran', and 'Jumma' al-Quran' before 'Hafiz' became
institutionalized in early hadith and biographical literature. This study
systematically delineates the comprehensive requirements expected of Quran
memorizers, matching contemporary leadership guidance with canonical
scriptural proof-texts.

2. Research Methodology

This study employs a qualitative descriptive-analytical methodology
rooted in documentary and library research. The analytical corpus
encompasses the complete archival speeches, instructions, and Quranic
gatherings of Grand Ayatollah Khamenei over four decades, synthesized
alongside primary canonical hadith compendiums and Quranic exegeses
(including al-Kulayni's al-Kafi, al-Hurr al-'Amili's Wasa'il al-Shi'ah, al-
Nuri's Mustadrak, al-Majlisi's Bihar al-Anwar, Nahj al-Balagha, Kanz al-
'Ummal, and al-Bayhagqi's Sunan). Conceptual coding extracted ten core
functional dimensions spanning pedagogical discipline, phonetic precision,
hermeneutical contemplation, and ethical-social responsibilities.

3. Research Findings & Ten Core Dimensions of Requirements
The research findings articulate ten fundamental pillars governing the
conduct and vocation of Quran memorizers :

1. Imperative of Continuous Revision: Initial memorization is merely the
threshold; sustaining retention demands perpetual repetition. As recorded in
prophetic traditions, the Quran in human memory is like hobbled camels that
slip away rapidly if untended.
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2. Profound Gratitude for the Gift of Memorization: Committing the
divine word to heart is an immense spiritual grace requiring inward and
behavioral thanksgiving.

3. Total Sincerity and Rejection of Ostentatious Displays: Recitation must
remain free of narcissism and worldly pride. Fixating excessively on
mechanical data (e.g., reciting arbitrary page/letter numbers) is discouraged
in favor of meaningful scriptural connections.

4. Observance of Recitation Etiquette & True Isti'adhah: Commencing
recitation with heartfelt seeking of divine refuge protects the reciter from self-
serving motivations and maintains sacred awareness of the divine presence.

5. Accurate, Melodious, and Disciplined Recitation (Tajweed & Tartil):
Precise phonetic articulation and measured recitation touch listeners' hearts
and elevate their spiritual consciousness.

6. Mastery of Waqf (Pause) and Ibtida' (Inception): Pauses and
continuations must be guided by rigorous semantic comprehension to
prevent distorting theological meanings.

7. Deep Hermeneutical Contemplation (Tadabbur): Memorization
provides a constant mental repository for meditating upon divine themes and
cosmic wisdom.

8. Active Implementation of Quranic Commands: Practical observance in
personal, marital, civic, and societal realms is the core objective of
memorization.

9. Embodying Quranic Character & Virtuous Lifestyle: The memorizer's
character should reflect the prophetic persona ("His character was the
Quran"), integrating faith, aesthetics, and ethical virtue.

10. Dedicating Recitation Merits (Thawab) to Martyrs and the Departed: Gifting
Quranic rewards to departed believers, martyrs, and the Living Imam (May Allah
hasten his relief) honors classical Prophetic and Ahl al-Bayt traditions.

4. Conclusion & Strategic Horizon

A comprehensive appraisal of the leadership's discourse demonstrates that
Quranic memorization is neither an isolated technical feat nor a ceremonial
ornament. Rather, it represents an integrated matrix encompassing
mnemonic discipline, hermeneutical depth, ethical embodiment, and societal
responsibility. Moving past superficial approaches and mobilizing
educational institutions toward training generations of holistic memorizers
lays the institutional foundation for cultural renaissance and contemporary
Islamic civilization.
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Objective: To establish an integrated Dbiophysical and
neurophysiological framework explaining the mechanisms through
which auditory Quranic recitation (murattal) induces physiological
homeostasis and psychological relief across diverse clinical cohorts.
Methodology: A comprehensive systematic meta-synthesis was
conducted by pooling empirical data from randomized controlled trials
(RCTs), electroencephalography (EEG), magnetic resonance imaging
(MRI), and molecular biomarker assays across post-coronary artery
bypass graft (CABG) surgery, neurosurgical candidates, hemodialysis
(CKD) patients, and mechanically ventilated ICU cohorts.

Findings: The study introduces the "Neuro-Acoustic and Psycho-
Spiritual Model of Auditory Recitation" (NAPSM-AR). This
unified paradigm demonstrates that Quranic recitation operates via
two synchronized pathways: (1) a mechanosomatic-acoustic
pathway that modulates cellular mechanotransduction and entrains
cortical EEG alpha and theta power bands; and (2) a psycho-
spiritual cognitive-vagal pathway that engages the limbic system,
stimulates the vagus nerve (PNS), suppresses the HPA axis, and
attenuates the sympathetic fight-or-flight response. Synthesized
clinical evidence demonstrates statistically significant reductions in
post-surgical pain, a 53.5% decrease in pre-operative anxiety, vital
sign stabilization, marked suppression of systemic inflammatory
markers (IL-6, CRP, ESR), and reduced ICU/hospital length of stay.
These neuro-vagal effects align closely with Ayatollah Khamenei’s
perspective on conscious listening (insaf), meaning-centered
reflection (tadabbur), and humble melodic cadence (khushu').
Conclusion: Auditory Quran recitation represents a potent, non-
invasive, cost-effective, and safe non-pharmacological complementary
therapy. By bridging the gap between clinical biophysics and spiritual
intervention, it warrants formal integration into evidence-based, patient-
centered, biopsychosocial healthcare protocols.
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Introduction

In contemporary healthcare systems—most notably within acute and
intensive care environments such as ICUs, post-coronary artery bypass graft
(CABG) surgical wunits, neurosurgical theatres, and maintenance
hemodialysis clinics—pharmacological management of pain, hemodynamic
instability, and perioperative distress presents substantial clinical dilemmas.
These include narrow therapeutic windows, respiratory depression, opioid
dependence, and metabolic strain. Consequently, evidence-based non-
pharmacological complementary modalities are increasingly sought to
support holistic healing. Historically rooted in Islamic medicine and divinely
emphasized in Quranic scriptures (e.g., Yunus 10:57; Al-Isra 17:82) as a
comprehensive cure, auditory recitation (murattal or rugqyah shar'iyyah) has
long been practiced. Nevertheless, secular clinical medicine has historically
lacked an integrative, mechanistically measurable biophysical model
explaining how auditory sacred vocalizations translate into tangible somatic
healing. This study addresses this scientific gap by formulating a
comprehensive biophysical framework.

Methodology

A systematic meta-synthesis of contemporary clinical and neuroscientific
literature was conducted. Empirical findings were pooled from randomized
controlled trials (RCTs), electroencephalographic (EEG) spectral studies,
structural magnetic resonance imaging (MRI), and molecular biological
assays of endocrine/immune biomarkers. Target patient populations were
categorized into four distinct clinical domains: (1) post-CABG and acute
cardiac patients, (2) elective neurosurgical candidates, (3) chronic kidney
disease (CKD) patients undergoing maintenance hemodialysis, and (4)
critically ill, mechanically ventilated patients in intensive care units
undergoing ventilator weaning trials (SBTs). In addition, Arabic phonetics,
the rules of Tajweed (phonetic articulation), melodic cadence (tarannum),
and the operational principles derived from Ayatollah Khamenei's teachings
on active listening were analyzed.

Findings

The synthesis formulates the Neuro-Acoustic and Psycho-Spiritual Model
of Auditory Recitation (NAPSM-AR):

1. Mechanosomatic-Acoustic Pathway: Classical recitation, governed
by strict phonetic rules (makharij of 28 Arabic letters) and structured
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rhythmic acoustic envelopes (farteel), generates coherent mechanical
pressure sound waves. These waves penetrate human somatic tissues,
modulating mechanosensitive gene expression (demonstrated in bone
marrow stromal ST2 cells to downregulate inflammatory markers while
preserving cellular viability). Concurrently, mechanotransduction via the
cochlear auditory nerve drives cortical electroencephalographic entrainment,
significantly elevating alpha (8-12 Hz) and theta (4-8 Hz) spectral power
densities across frontotemporal cortices, thereby extinguishing sympathetic
fight-or-flight overactivation.

2. Psycho-Spiritual Cognitive-Vagal Pathway: Cognitive processing of
semantic linguistics, combined with the subjective experience of
transcendental connection (/ttisal), activates the prefrontal cortex and the
limbic circuitry (amygdala and hippocampus). This limbic stimulation
transmits efferent signals to the brainstem, triggering potent vagus nerve
stimulation (parasympathetic activation, PNS). The downstream release of
acetylcholine slows heart rate, lowers blood pressure, and attenuates the
hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenal (HPA) axis, resulting in substantial drops in
serum cortisol and catecholamines, while stimulating central endorphin,
serotonin, and dopamine surges. Clinically, this process aligns with Wolpe’s
reciprocal inhibition and psychoanalytic catharsis through the alleviation of
unconscious guilt via divine pardon.

3. Clinical Empirical Evidence:

- Cardiovascular Surgery (CABG): Statistically significant reductions in
Visual Analog Scale (VAS) pain scores across consecutive postoperative
days, alongside significantly reduced ICU length of stay (3.21 vs. 6.58 days)
and total hospital stay (12.13 vs. 15.21 days).

- Neurosurgical Candidates: A 53.5% reduction in overt/state anxiety and
an 18.8% reduction in covert/trait anxiety preoperatively, accompanied by
marked decreases in heart rate (-21.6%), respiratory rate (-22.9%), and blood
pressure (-1.5%).

- Chronic Hemodialysis (CKD): Alleviation of fatigue, anxiety, and
depression, with marked suppression of systemic inflammatory biomarkers:
serum IL-6 decreased from 26.22 to 6.65 pg/mL, ESR from 52.02 to 15.96
mm/hr, and CRP from 55.2 to 13.02 mg/dL, alongside improved dialysis
adequacy (Kt/V).

- Intensive Care & Weaning: Documented clinical safety during
spontaneous breathing trials (SBTs) with significant heart rate stabilization.



Studies of Quran Reading, 2026, 14 (26( 70

- Preventive Mental Health: Significant improvements in General Health
Questionnaire (GHQ-28) scores in high-stress non-clinical academic cohorts,
acting as a physiological buffer preserving salivary IgA levels.

3. Convergence with Ayatollah Khamenei’s Perspectives: In his
theological discourse, Quranic recitation transcends static vocal ritualism,
serving as a dynamic medium for infusing divine tranquility (tuma'ninah)
into human consciousness. His emphasis on humble sorrowful delivery
(khushu'), conscious contemplative silence (insat and tadabbur), and five
operational guidelines (daily continuity, cognitive engagement with
translation, listening to masterful reciters, quiet acoustic settings, and clinical
integration) provide epistemological and practical alignment with the
cognitive-vagal mechanisms of the NAPSM-AR paradigm.

Conclusion & Clinical Implications

Auditory Quran recitation provides a potent, non-invasive, zero-side-
effect, and economically accessible therapeutic intervention. Implementing
evidence-based clinical protocols (e.g., 15-30 minute bi-daily sessions using
noise-canceling headphones, obtaining informed consent, and respecting
spiritual diversity), alongside multidimensional psychometric evaluation
(GHQ-28), establishes a new frontier for personalized sound therapy within
modern biopsychosocial, patient-centered care.
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1. Introduction

In the contemporary era, Muslim societies face a profound intellectual and
cultural dilemma: the existential and behavioral divergence between sacred
scriptural dictates and everyday life practices. This issue manifests prominently
in the prevalence of superficial, formalist, and purely acoustic recitations devoid
of practical ramifications in individual, familial, and societal domains. In the
comprehensive and strategic paradigm of Ayatollah Khamenei, the Holy Quran
is not merely a book for ritualistic chanting, but a dynamic, living constitution
and an operative remedy for holistic human guidance. The fundamental question
driving this study is: "How can individuals and communities transcend formalist
vocal mechanics to achieve an authentic Quranic lifestyle through meaning-
oriented recitation (7ilawah Ma ‘na-Mihwar)?" According to his discourse,
companionship with the Quran becomes fruitful only when the voice acts as a
conduit for profound contemplation (fadabbur), culminating in tangible moral
and social orthopraxy.

2. Methodology and Conceptual Framework

Adopting a rigorous descriptive-analytical methodology rooted in
documentary and archival research, this study investigates primary doctrinal
writings—most notably 4An Outline of Islamic Thought in the Quran—and
thematic qualitative content analysis of Ayatollah Khamenei’s four-decade-
long strategic addresses delivered to Quranic masters, reciters, and
researchers (1979-2023). It incorporates a comparative intellectual dialogue
with eminent contemporary exegetes (Allameh Tabataba'i, Martyr Morteza
Motahhari, and Ayatollah Javadi Amoli) and authoritative Hadith corpora
from the Ahl al-Bayt (PBUT). The theoretical architecture is structured upon
a five-dimensional paradigmatic model: (a) Causal conditions (modern
existential crises, cultural alienation, and religious formalism); (b) Core
phenomenon (meaning-oriented recitation marked by active audition,
hermeneutic contemplation, and emotional absorption); (¢) Contextual and
intervening conditions (educational curricula, media ecosystem, and
competitive recitation evaluation metrics); (d) Actionable strategies
(reforming competition criteria, revitalizing grassroots domestic Quranic
circles, and producing contextualized artistic media); and (e) Consequences
(the emergence of a coherent Quranic lifestyle across personal, familial, and
sociopolitical spheres).
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3. Findings
The qualitative synthesis reveals several critical dimensions,
psychological mechanisms, and socio-behavioral outcomes:

1. Deconstruction and Core Pillars of Meaning-Oriented Recitation:

Within this paradigm, acoustic beauty, melodic modulation (magamat),
and phonetic precision (fajwid) possess an instrumental—never terminal—
status. The model comprises three pillars:

- Acoustic Instrumentality: Melodic excellence acts as an aesthetic vessel
designed to enhance the reception and cognitive digestion of divine
teachings.

- Hermeneutic Contemplation & Self-Addressing (Khid-Mukhdatab-
Pindari): Viewing the text not as a historical artifact, but as an immediate
divine address demanding personal and collective responsibility.

- Active Audition (Isttma‘® Fa‘‘al): Mindful reception, emotional
receptivity, and inward submission (khushii ‘) by the listener.

2. The Five-Stage Developmental Continuum:

The internalization of Quranic verses progresses through five
systematic stages:

1. Regular auditory exposure and aesthetic appreciation;

2. Lexical and translational understanding;

3. Deep contextual contemplation (fadabbur);

4. Emotional excitation, spiritual humility, and faith consolidation;

5. Externalized orthopraxy in lifestyle and moral decisions.

3. Interdisciplinary Psychological and Sociological Mechanisms:

- Psychological Impact: Meaning-centered recitation induces Cognitive
Reappraisal, enabling individuals to reframe psychological distress,
existential dread, and societal pressures through divine ontological laws
(Sunan llahiyyah), thereby elevating mental hygiene, spiritual resilience, and
moral self-regulation.

- Sociological and Civilizational Impact: By revitalizing transcendent
values—such as distributive justice, trustworthiness, and egalitarian
brotherhood—it accumulates robust social capital and shields the Islamic
community from cultural imperialism and ideological erosion.
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4. Systemic Manifestations of the Quranic Lifestyle:

- Individual Domain: Congruence between speech and deed, intellectual
integrity, humility, and the eradication of spiritual arrogance and vanity.

- Familial Domain (The Fundamental Cell): Mutual compassion
(mawaddah), forgiveness, non-materialistic = consumption patterns,
elimination of consumerist extravagance, and cultivating intergenerational
faith through domestic Quranic sessions.

- Socio-Political Domain: Outright rejection of secularized, quietist
religiosity; proactive defense of the oppressed; active pursuit of social
justice; unyielding resistance against hegemonic dominance (Jihdad Kabir),
and occupational perfectionism (itgan).

5. The Strategic Role of Quranic Elites and Policy Reorientation:

The reciter is characterized not as a mere performance artist, but as a
"messenger of revelation" whose moral conduct must reflect the scripture.
Egyptian classical masters—such as Mustafa Ismail (the exemplar of
"meaning-depicting recitation") and Minshawi (embodying sacred sorrow
and reverence)—are presented as practical archetypes for contemporary
practice.

4. Conclusion

Meaning-oriented recitation is established as the critical linchpin that
transforms the Quran from an ornamental, ceremonial artifact into an
actionable civilizational manifesto. Realizing this vision requires structural
shifts: overhauling competition judging criteria to prioritize semantic
conveyance, transitioning institutional education from rote memorization to
problem-solving contemplation, and decentralizing grassroots Quranic
circles. Future interdisciplinary inquiries should incorporate neuroscientific
and empirical social surveys to evaluate the cognitive, affective, and
behavioral outcomes of contemplative Quranic listening.
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Article type: Objective: This study aims to conceptualize and systematically
Research Article articulate the constituent components of "masterful Qur’anic
recitation" within the intellectual framework of the Supreme
. . Leader. It critically addresses formalistic paradigms that reduce
Artlc.le history: recitation exclusively to vocal and melodic technique while
Received: overlooking its epistemic, contemplative, and formative potential.
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Methodology: Employing a qualitative research design, the study
conducted thematic content analysis following the six-phase model of
Braun and Clarke. The research corpus comprised 42 purposively
selected thematic excerpts from the official discourse database

5 April 2026 (khamenei.ir) spanning 1989 to 2017, identified via key descriptors
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humility [khushii], presence of heart, and direct personal
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competition adjudication criteria, and Qur’anic assembly programs.

Cite this article: Babaee, M.; & Haidar, Gh. (2026). The Master-class Qur’anic Recitation:
Components, Dimensions, and Domains from the Perspective of the Supreme Leader. Studies
of Quran Reading, 14 (26), 135-166. https://doi.org/10.22034/qer.2026.24083.1324

Publisher: Al-Mustafa International University.

© The Author(s).
BY DOI: https://doi.org/10.22034/qer.2026.24083.1324



https://doi.org/10.22034/qer.2026.24083.1324
https://doi.org/10.22034/qer.2026.24083.1324
https://orcid.org/
https://orcid.org/0009-0002-2066-5168
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://orcid.org/
https://orcid.org/0009-0002-2066-5168
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://orcid.org/
https://orcid.org/0009-0002-2066-5168
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Studies of Quran Reading, 2026, 14 (26( 136

1. Introduction

In Islamic cultural history, Qur’anic recitation has consistently
represented a transformative medium of divine communication rather than
an autotelic vocal art. However, contemporary critical analyses reveal a
pervasive technical reductionism across educational centers, mass media,
and competition circuits. Within these dominant conventions, "masterful
recitation” is frequently reduced to vocal gymnastics, breath extension, and
the mechanical execution of melodic modes (maqgamat). This formalistic
orientation marginalizes the supreme purposes of revelation: contemplation
(tadabbur), comprehension, spiritual reverence, and ethical action. In the
intellectual framework of the Supreme Leader, Qur’anic recitation serves a
foundational role within spiritual development and cultural engineering,
operating strictly as an instrumental conduit toward divine guidance. This
study systematically extracts and delineates the conceptual architecture of
"masterful recitation" within his thought, grounding it in classical exegesis,
hadith literature, and lexicography.

2. Methodology

This research executed a qualitative inquiry employing thematic content
analysis based on the established six-phase model of Braun and Clarke
(familiarization with data, initial code generation, searching for themes,
reviewing themes, defining and naming themes, and producing the report).
The research corpus comprised all specialized speeches, directives, and
addresses delivered by the Supreme Leader on Qur’anic recitation, tajwid,
melodic modulation, contemplation, and reciter ethics between 1989 and 2017,
archived on his official research portal (khamenei.ir). Using purposive
thematic sampling, 42 specialized excerpts were analyzed, designating the
semantic paragraph as the primary unit of analysis. Trustworthiness was
established through Lincoln and Guba’s evaluative criteria (credibility,
transferability, dependability, and confirmability), supported by peer
debriefing, comparative triangulation with primary canonical authorities (A/-
Mizan, Al-Kafi, Nahj al-Balaghah, Majma * al-Bayan, and classical lexicons),
and inter-coder agreement testing yielding a reliability score of 85%.

The inductive thematic coding produced 97 initial codes and 21 basic
themes, which clustered into 5 organizing domains:

1. The Technical-Performative Domain (Instrumental Foundation):
Comprises precise phonological pronunciation (ada’), strict observance of
classical fajwid rules, melodic discipline rooted in authentic modal
traditions, and dynamically modulating vocal delivery to match the semantic
context of the verses.
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2. The Epistemic-Semantic Domain (Substantive Directionality):
Encompasses the reciter's comprehensive understanding of Qur’anic
vocabulary, morphology, and contextual thematic progressions, along with
deliberate pacing and avoidance of rushed recitation (hadhramah).

3. The Contemplative-Heartfelt Domain (Inner Spiritual Animation):
Involves profound interior humility (khushii®), cognitive and spiritual
presence of heart, personal identification as the direct recipient of divine
address, and strict adherence to professional spiritual ethics.

3. The Communicative-Impactful Domain (Intermediate Societal
Efficacy): Achieved when recitation moves beyond acoustic entertainment
to penetrate the intellect, emotions, and soul of the listener, effectively
communicating spiritual concepts even to non-Arabic speakers.

4. The Formative-Practical Domain (Ultimate Teleological Horizon):
Establishes the culmination of recitation by transforming listening into
living: cultivating enduring intimacy with scripture, stimulating ongoing
contemplation, and fostering moral integrity in personal and societal life.

3. Key Findings

Additionally, the findings emphasize that artistic innovation (sabk and
tariq) in recitation must transcend blind imitation while remaining firmly
grounded within authentic methodological rules and resonant with
indigenous cultural sensibilities.

4. Conclusion

The thematic analysis culminates in the overarching global theme:
"Masterful Recitation as a Communicative-Guiding Act." The internal
logic of this paradigm operates through a coherent progression:

This integrated model offers concrete implications for contemporary
Qur’anic institutions:

- Pedagogical Curricula: Expanding instructional programs beyond
vocal training to include Qur’anic semantics, Arabic morphology, and
guided contemplation workshops.

- Competition Adjudication: Updating national and international
evaluation guidelines to incorporate formal criteria for semantic conveyance,
contextual melodic alignment, and communicative spiritual resonance.

Assembly Design: Reorganizing traditional recitation assemblies into
multifaceted forums that incorporate recitation, translation, reflective
commentary, and community engagement.
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Article Info ABSTRACT

i . Objective: This study aims to identify and classify the effective
grtlcle }tlyge ol components in the rem};ation of the Holy Qur’an from the perspective
escarch Article  of ‘the Supreme Leader of the Islamic Revolution (Ayatollah
Khamenei). It seeks to systematically analyse his statements in order
to propose a theoretical framework for the essential elements of a
Article hi . correct and impactful recitation. ) ) )
rticle history:  Method: A qualitative a%roach with a directed content analysis
Received: method was employed. The research population consists of the
11 March 2026 Supreme Leader’s statements delivered in Qur’anic interpretation
sessions, meetings with reciters, and various Qur’anic ceremonies
between 1990 and 2009. Data were collected through purposive
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revised form: sampling based on direct or indirect relevance to the topic of
5 April 2026 recitation. The data were analysed using open and axial coding, and
A d: the extracted components were categorised into four main themes.
ccepted: Findings: The analysis resulted in the identification of eight key
5 May 2026 components: (1) attending to the meaning of verses and conveymg
Available online: Qur’anic concepts through recitation; (2) observing correct pause an
20 June 2026 connection (waqf and wasl); (3) proper stopping, beginning, and

melodic phrasing; (4) engendering humility and supplication in
recitation; (5) selecting verses appropriate to the context and

. audience; (6) fostering familiarity with the Qur’an for takin
gelyword’s admonition; (7) emulating distinguished reciters (e.g., Mustafa
oly Qur’an, Isma‘il, Siddiq al-Minshawt, ‘Abd al-Fatah Sha‘sha‘1); and (8) paying
Recitation attention to contextual coherence and semantic relations. These
(Tilawah), components are classifiable into three levels: structural
S Lead (pause/connection), semantic (meaning and conveyance), and
upreme Leader,  affective (humility and intimacy with the %)ur’an).
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qr_ €  communicative dimensions. The extracted components can serve as a
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application in contemporary recitations
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Introduction

The recitation of the Holy Qur’an occupies a central position in Islamic
devotional and intellectual life. Beyond its ritual significance, recitation
(tilawah) is understood as an act of engagement with the Divine word that
involves linguistic precision, aesthetic sensibility, and spiritual
transformation. However, contemporary discussions on Qur’anic recitation
often confine themselves to technical rules of tajwid or phonetics, while the
broader conceptual framework — especially the normative and pedagogical
dimensions articulated by influential religious authorities — remains
underexplored.

One of the most authoritative contemporary voices on this subject is that
of Ayatollah Sayyid ‘Al1 Khamenei, the Supreme Leader of the Islamic
Revolution of Iran. Over decades, in his Qur’anic interpretation sessions,
meetings with reciters, and public speeches, he has articulated a rich and
nuanced vision of what constitutes excellent recitation. His statements not
only address technical correctness but also emphasise semantic delivery,
emotional impact, contextual appropriateness, and moral edification. Despite
the availability of these valuable primary sources, systematic academic
efforts to extract, categorise, and theorise his views are scarce. The existing
literature tends to cite his remarks anecdotally rather than subjecting them to
rigorous content analysis.

The present study addresses this gap by posing a central question: What
are the core components of effective Qur’anic recitation according to the
Supreme Leader, and how can these be systematically organised into a
theoretical framework? The objective is to move beyond mere description
and offer a structured model that can guide reciters, educators, and media
producers. This research is significant not only for its contribution to
Qur’anic studies but also for its potential to bridge the gap between religious
authority and applied recitation practices in the contemporary Islamic world.

Methodology

This research adopts a qualitative, interpretive paradigm, employing
directed content analysis (Hsieh & Shannon, 2005) as its primary method.
This approach is chosen because it allows the researcher to start with a
predefined focus — here, the concept of “effective recitation” — while
remaining open to emerging themes from the data.

Research population and sampling: The population comprises all
publicly available statements of the Supreme Leader that contain explicit or
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implicit references to the recitation, reading, or auditory reception of the
Qur’an. Given the vastness of his oeuvre, a purposive sampling strategy
was applied. Inclusion criteria were: (a) direct mention of terms such as
tilawah, qira’ah, tajwid, or tartil; (b) discussion of reciters’ performances,
techniques, or desired qualities; (c) commentaries on specific verses in the
context of recitation. The final corpus consisted of 12 key speeches and
interpretation sessions delivered between 1990 and 2009, which are
repeatedly cited in the primary source material (e.g., meetings with reciters
on 19/01/1990, 06/02/1991, 17/12/1992, 31/05/2009, etc.).

Data collection and recording: All statements were retrieved from the
official website of the Supreme Leader (khamenei.ir) and cross-checked with
published transcripts. Each unit of analysis was a complete paragraph or a
distinct utterance containing a judgement, recommendation, or evaluation
regarding recitation.

Data analysis procedure: The analysis followed a systematic coding process:

- Open coding: Initial units were broken down into meaningful segments
and labelled with descriptive codes (e.g., “connection between verses,”
“emotional delivery,” “context sensitivity”).

- Axial coding: The open codes were grouped into broader categories
based on their conceptual similarities. For instance, codes such as “conveying
the meaning of ana rabbukum al-a‘la” and “differentiating divine speech from
human speech” were merged under “semantic conveyance.”

- Selective coding: The axial categories were further synthesised into
core themes that represent the fundamental components of recitation as
envisioned by the Supreme Leader.

To ensure trustworthiness, the coding was reviewed by two independent
qualitative researchers, and disagreements were resolved through discussion.
Member checking was not applicable, but the direct quotations from the
Leader’s statements were always retained to anchor interpretations in raw data.

Findings
The analysis yielded eight principal components, which can be
organised into three analytical levels: Structural, Semantic, and Affective.

L Structural Level (Formal and Technical Aspects)
1. Correct pause and connection (waqf and wasl): The Leader

emphasises that improper pauses or connections can distort meaning. For
example, he critiques reciters who separate “inna sanulqi” from the
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preceding verses of Siirat al-Muzzammil, thereby losing the logical link. He
insists that pauses must respect syntactic and semantic boundaries.

2. Proper stopping, beginning, and melodic phrasing: Beyond simple
rules, he advocates for a conscious use of stop signs (e.g., gif, la, jim) and
melodic variations that match the emotional tone of the verse. He notes that
while some melodic sense is innate, reciters should learn established patterns
without slavish imitation.

1. Semantic Level (Meaning and Communication)

1. Attending to the meaning of verses and conveying concepts: The
Leader repeatedly underscores that recitation is not mere vocalisation but a
communicative act. He illustrates this with the contrasting recitation of “ana
rabbukum al-a‘la” (the false claim of Pharaoh) and “limani l-mulku
I-yawma” (God’s sovereignty). The reciter must make the listener perceive
the truth or falsehood of the speech through tone, emphasis, and pacing.

2. Contextual coherence and semantic relations: Reciters must be
aware of the broader narrative and argumentative flow. For instance, the
connection between “wa rattili I-qur’ana tartilan” and “inna sanulqr”
should not be broken, because the latter is the consequence of the former.
This component requires deep exegetical knowledge.

3. Selecting verses appropriate to the occasion: The Leader offers a
concrete example: reciting “ala la‘natu llahi ‘ala z-zalimin” (a curse) in a
shrine or joyous gathering is inappropriate, while verses of divine mercy and
paradise are fitting. He strongly criticises media outlets that broadcast such
mismatches repeatedly, pointing to a lack of editorial discernment.

1II. Affective and Spiritual Level (Emotional and Moral Impact)

1. Engendering humility (khushii‘) and supplication (tadarru®): The
Leader distinguishes between mere “singing” (which he criticises as
superficial) and recitation that instils fear, hope, and awe of God. He praises
reciters like Mustafa Isma‘il who make the listener feel the grief of Prophet
Noabh for his son and simultaneously the divine justice. This component links
recitation to inner transformation.

2. Fostering familiarity (uns) with the Qur’an for taking admonition:
Beyond the ceremonial setting, he advises every Muslim — not just
professional reciters — to read the Qur’an daily, even a few verses, with
reflection. He describes the Qur’an as a “sermon” (maw ‘izah) that needs to
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be heard repeatedly because hearing has a unique effect that mere knowledge
does not provide.

3. Emulating distinguished reciters as pedagogical models: The
Leader explicitly names Mustafa Isma‘il, Siddiq al-Minshawi, and ‘Abd
al-Fatah Sha‘sha‘1l as exemplary. He does not advocate blind copying but
urges reciters to study how these masters combined vocal beauty with
semantic depth, emotional expression, and spiritual presence.

These eight components are not isolated; they interact synergistically. A
structurally correct recitation without semantic awareness remains hollow,
while a semantically rich recitation lacking humility becomes theatrical.

Conclusion

This extended analysis demonstrates that the Supreme Leader’s
perspective on Qur’anic recitation is far more sophisticated than
conventional technical manuals. It integrates formal rules (tajwid, waqf,
wasl), interpretive competence (understanding context and meaning),
affective engagement (khushi‘, tadarru‘), and ethical-social awareness
(contextual appropriateness and media responsibility). The eight extracted
components offer a multi-level framework that can be operationalised in
practice: for reciter training, curricula can include modules on semantics and
emotional expression; for media, editorial boards can establish criteria for
context-matching; for individual Muslims, daily reading with reflection is
encouraged as a spiritual discipline.

Limitations of this study include its reliance on a limited temporal corpus
(1990-2009) and the absence of a comparative analysis with other
contemporary authorities. Future research should expand the corpus, include
more recent statements, and validate the proposed framework through expert
interviews or quantitative surveys among reciters and educators.
Furthermore, a comparative study with the views of other prominent
Qur’anic scholars (e.g., from Egypt or the Arabian Peninsula) would enrich
the understanding of regional and doctrinal variations.

In conclusion, the Supreme Leader’s teachings offer a holistic model that
elevates recitation from a performative skill to a transformative practice. By
applying this model, the global Muslim community can revitalise its
relationship with the Qur’an, ensuring that the recited word not only reaches
the ears but also penetrates the heart and guides action.
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Introduction

Within Quranic studies and Arabic linguistics, exploring the genesis of
variant readings (Qird’at) among canonical and non-canonical reciters has
traditionally centered on orthographic ambiguity (the unpointed, unvocalized
‘Uthmanic rasm), tribal dialectal discrepancies, scribal variance,
grammatical ijtihdd, and the theological conception of the "seven ahruf."
However, an essential dimension remains underexplored: the systematic
phonological sound shifts from Proto-Semitic into the historical Semitic
language branches (Hebrew, Aramaic, Syriac, Akkadian, Ge'ez, and Old
South Arabian) and their dialectal reflections in pre-Islamic Arabia.
Although Arabic retains remarkable archaic features of the Proto-Semitic
phonemic inventory, its regional dialects underwent distinct phonetic
evolutions. This study addresses the central question: How did historical
Semitic phonetic transitions shape variant Quranic readings, and how can
comparative-historical linguistics be deployed to reconstruct the original
vocalic/consonantal archetypes behind reading discrepancies?

Methodology

This study employs a comparative-historical linguistic framework and
contrastive phonological methodology. Phonological data, phonetic variants,
and articulatory descriptions recorded in classical Quranic exegeses,
grammatical compendia, and phonetic treatises (e.g., Sibawayh, Ibn Jinni, al-
Farra', Abu Hayyan, al-Zamakhshari, al-Tabarsi) are systematically cross-
examined against ancient Semitic comparative linguistic evidence. By
scrutinizing epigraphic and textual data from the Hebrew Bible, Aramaic
Targums, Syriac Peshitta, Ge'ez, and Akkadian corpora—corroborated by
seminal Semitic philological references (Gesenius, Brockelmann, Moscati,
Costaz, Dillmann, and Ramadan Abd al-Tawwab)—the research tracks
evolutionary phonological trajectories across eight major consonantal
categories: labials, sibilants, interdentals, palatals/affricates, velars/uvulars,
pharyngeals/gutturals, velar/uvular fricatives, and liquids.

Findings

1. Labial Consonants (b, p/f): Proto-Semitic contained two distinct stop
phonemes (b and p). In the variant readings of Khallad (from Hamzah), Abu
'Amr, and Hisham, vowelless b assimilates into f'(e.g., in ta jab fa- ‘ajabun),
whereas al-Kisa'i records reverse assimilation of f into b in nakhsif bihim.
Comparative evidence demonstrates that Arabic f'is a direct lenited reflex of
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Proto-Semitic p. The assimilation patterns represent archaic preservation of
the shared labial stop articulation before total spirantization.

2. Sibilant Consonants (s, z, §): Arabic s originates from two Proto-
Semitic sources (s and §). Consequently, the non-canonical reading ahussu
for ahashshu (Ta-Ha: 18) by 'lkrimah and al-Hasan reflects the
unconditioned merger of § into s. In idh zayyana (al-Anfal: 48), the
assimilation of interdental 4 into alveolar sibilant z mirrors Hebrew,
Akkadian, and Ethiopic sound shifts. Furthermore, the tri-fold variation in
sirat (canonical sirat with emphatic s, original lexical sirat with s derived
from al-sarat, and voiced-sibilant zirat with iSmam among the tribes of
'Udhrah, Tayy, and Kalb bordering Jewish communities) illustrates the
historical phonological adaptation of Proto-Semitic z and ¢ into emphatic
sibilants influenced by adjacent ¢.

3. Interdental Consonants (Z, d, s, d): In Surah al-Baqarah (2:61), the
variant reading tiamiha (garlic) transmitted from Ibn Mas'ud and Ibn Abbas

against canonical fiimiha aligns precisely with Hebrew sim (DW) and

Aramaic tiama (XPN), proving ¢ was the Proto-Semitic archetype and f
represents secondary Arabic labialization. In iddakara (Yusuf: 45) and
muddakir (al-Qamar: 15), variations between canonical d and non-canonical
d stem from Aramaic/Syriac dkar / etdakkar. Lateral s shifts account for
alternations between sagar, saqar, and zaqar, while the variant salalnd for
dalalna (al-Sajdah: 10) mirrors the Akkadian/Hebrew shift of ¢ to s.

4. Palatal Affricates (¢ / g): Proto-Semitic possessed a voiced velar stop
(g), preserved in Cairo Egyptian and ancient South Arabian, which evolved
into the postalveolar affricate (¢) in Classical Arabic. In Surah al-Anbiya
(21:96), variants hadab, jadaf, and jadath (grave) correspond to Hebrew
gadis and Syriac gadopa, elucidating the regular shifts of g to g and p to f.

5. Velar & Uvular Consonants (k, g): The assimilation of k into ¢
(dhalika giwama by Hasan al-Basri) and the dialectal interchange between
kasatat and gasatat (al-Takwir: 11) or /d@ taghar and la takhar (al-Duha: 9)
reflect documented tribal phonological substitutions across Tamim, Asad,
and Qays, corroborated by Syriac cognates (ksta).

6. Pharyngeal & Laryngeal Gutturals: Glottal stop (hamzah) elision in
Hijazi Arabic (qu! ithiya read as qul withiya) corresponds to historical
Aramaic and Hebrew laryngeal weakening. The "fahfahah" phenomenon in
the Hudhayl and Thagqif dialects—substituting ~z with ‘ayn (e.g., ‘atta hin for
hatta hin, and buhithat for bu ‘thirat)—demonstrates pharyngeal acoustic
proximity and cross-Semitic assimilation.
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7. Velar Fricatives & Liquids: The shift of ¢ to ‘ayn (bala‘a for
balagha) and terminal liquid nasal substitution of m to n (ajama al-ma’ /
ajana, analogous to Hebrew mé nimrim).

Conclusion

A comprehensive comparative analysis between Semitic phonological
evolution and Quranic variant readings establishes a groundbreaking,
empirically sound framework for Quranic linguistic research. The study
demonstrates that: First, a substantial proportion of reading variations (both
canonical mutawatir and non-canonical shddhdh) represent authentic dialectal
manifestations governed by regular Semitic sound laws, rather than scribal
errors or late arbitrary grammatical rationalizations. Second, comparative
Semitic linguistics furnishes an indispensable scientific apparatus for textual
philology and proto-form reconstruction, enabling scholars to distinguish
primitive archetypes from secondary phonetic evolutions.

All References Translated and Formatted in Standard APA 7th Edition
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1. Introduction

The phenomenon of variant Quranic recitations (Qira'at) and their
profound exegetical, theological, and sectarian ramifications has long been a
central subject of inquiry in Quranic hermeneutics. A paramount and
intensely debated case occurs in Surah As-Saffat, verse 130: the variation
between "Salamun 'ala 11-Yasin" and "Salamun 'ala Ali-Yasin". Canonical
readers (the Seven Readers) and classical commentators across both Sunni
and Shiite traditions have exhibited marked divergence regarding
grammatical derivation, authentic vocalization, and identification of the
designated referent.

Conventional scholarship has largely confined itself to textual preference
(tarjih), linguistic justifications, or critical evaluation of hadith chains. In
contrast, this study leverages the innovative theoretical model of "Quranic
Envelopes" (Laffafat al-Qur'aniyyah), formulated by Dr. Mohammad Hosein
Baroomand, to provide a systematic explanatory paradigm for the emergence
and functional necessity of multiple recitations. This framework posits that
with regard to historically, politically, and theologically sensitive realities at
the time of revelation, the Quran intentionally implemented a two-tiered
semantic architecture: concealing the profound, intended reality (the "core"
or lubb) underneath a protective, conventional surface (the "shell" or cover).
This divine communicative strategy realized the perennial promise of textual
preservation ("Indeed, We have sent down the Message, and indeed, We will
be its guardians," Q. 15:9) through natural causal mechanisms, depriving
hostile political factions and dynastic authorities of any direct incentive to
alter or expunge explicit verses honoring the Prophet's Family (Ahl al-
Bayt)—a textual fate suffered by previous scriptures through overt naming.

2. Methodology

This investigation applies a rigorous descriptive-analytical, documentary,
and comparative methodology. The evidentiary corpus encompasses an
exhaustive survey of 140 major Quranic commentaries spanning classical,
medieval, and contemporary eras from both Sunni and Shiite scholarly
traditions. Among these, 36 commentaries omitted Surah As-Saffat or lack
surviving volumes, while 25 commentaries examined the Surah but
remained silent on verse 130. Consequently, the detailed analyses and
arguments of 79 commentaries that explicitly tackle the verse were
extracted, categorized, and critically evaluated. Subsequently, these findings
were evaluated against the three constituent pillars of the Laffafi theory: the
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protective outer shell, the submerged core reality, and the hermeneutical
indicators (qara'in) facilitating textual transit from the shell to the core,
examining both connected intratextual clues and disconnected historical-
hadith traditions.

3. Findings

The systematic examination yielded the following definitive findings:

1. Sixfold Categorization of Exegetical Perspectives:

- Category 1 (Reading: "Il-Yasin"): Interpreted as a plural collective
referring to "Prophet Elijah (Ilyas) and his followers/community"”, derived
through the suffix of attribution (ya' al-nisbah) and sound plural inflections
(Ilyasiyyin contracted to Ilyasin).

- Category 2 (Reading: "II-Yasin"): Interpreted as a direct synonym for
"Prophet Elijjah himself", grounded in the Arabic Arabization (ta'rib) of
foreign names (analogous to Mikal/Mika'il/Mika'in) and scriptural
precedents (Sina and Sinin).

- Category 3 (Reading: "Il-Yasin"): Interpreted as "Prophet Enoch
(Idris)", transmitted on the authority of Ibn Mas'ud and Qatadah.

- Category 4 (Reading: "Al-e-Yasin"): Interpreted specifically as "Prophet
Muhammad and the Progeny of Muhammad (PBUH)", relying on "Ya-Sin"
as a consecrated prophetic title at the beginning of Surah 36 and extensive
narrations from the Ahl al-Bayt, notably Commander of the Faithful Ali ibn
Abi Talib (AS).

- Category 5 (Reading: "Al-e-Yasin"): Interpreted genealogically as
"Elijah, son of Yasin" (taking Yasin as Elijah's father).

- Category 6 (Reading: "Al-e-Yasin"): Interpreted as "The people of
Surah Ya-Sin and all true believers in the Holy Quran".

2. Verification of the Shell-and-Core Structural Model:

The phonetic and orthographic reading "II-Yasin"—which spontaneously
evokes Prophet Elijjah—functions as the "shell reading" (al-gira'ah al-
qishriyyah), serving to deflect superficial political scrutiny. Concurrently, the
reading "Al-e-Yasin"—preserved via the prophetic scribal directive separating
the Alif and Lam—constitutes the "core reading" (al-gira'ah al-nawatiyyah),
embodying the authentic eulogy upon the Household of the Prophet.
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3. Discovery of Four Connected Intratextual Indicators (Qara'in Muttasilah):

- Indicator 1 (Structural Pivoting of Elijah): In Surah As-Saffat, prophets
are divided into two distinct groups: those receiving explicit Divine peace
(Noah, Abraham, Moses & Aaron) and those introduced as messengers
without peace (Lot and Jonah). Elijah remarkably partakes in both
paradigms, signaling that his narrative position serves as an axis representing
the Seal of the Prophets and his household.

- Indicator 2 (Disruption of the Greeting Formula): While prior prophets
are greeted through unambiguous personal names, the narrative sequence
abruptly halts at verse 130, transitioning into a multi-layered composite
expression.

- Indicator 3 (Omission of Peace upon Subsequent Eminent Prophets):
The omission of greetings for Lot and Jonah—figures of greater historical
prominence—demonstrates that verse 130 is not a mere generic prophetic
greeting, but a transcendental eulogy.

- Indicator 4 (Intertextual Alignment with Surah Ya-Sin): Phrasal
parallels such as "Innaka la-mina al-mursalin" (Q. 36:3) and "Wa inna
Ilyasa la-mina al-mursalin" (Q. 37:123), juxtaposed with the
sequential continuity of Surahs 36 and 37, provide decisive internal
textual corroboration linking "Ya-Sin" to Muhammad and his progeny.

4. Conclusion:

The research concludes by resolving all four core questions: First,
multiple recitations for Surah As-Saffat 37:130 are historically established
and validated by canonical qurra’. Second, their coexistence functions
through an intentional "shell-and-core" communicative architecture. Third,
four coherent intratextual indicators alongside authentic hadith allow the
discerning scholar to bridge the outer shell to the inner core. Fourth, this
delicate linguistic concealment served as a divinely enacted natural
safeguard preserving the Quran against politically motivated corruption,
securing the sublime station of the Ahl al-Bayt while maintaining the
inviolability of the Quranic text throughout history.
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1. Introduction

The Holy Quran, representing the foundational bedrock of Islamic
episteme and jurisprudence, has perpetually stood at the epicenter of Muslim
scholarly discourse. The initial and most fundamental conduit for engaging
with the divine revelation is Qird ’ah (Quranic recitation). Far from being a
mere phonological or orthoepic exercise, recitation fundamentally configures
semantic interpretations, theological tenets, legal deductions, and historical
contextualization. Consequently, recovering and conceptualizing the pristine
prophetic recitation has consistently constituted a paramount inquiry within
Quranic sciences (‘Ulim al-Qur’an). Among the primary historical and
textual sources available to reconstruct this prophetic paradigm are the
traditions concerning the Mushaf (Codex) of Imam ‘Alf ibn Ab1 Talib (a).
Authentic reports across Islamic denominations confirm that Imam ‘Al (a)
received the Quran directly from the Prophet Muhammad (s), compiling it
meticulously alongside its esoteric interpretations (ta ‘wil), exegesis (tafsir),
and historical contexts of revelation (asbab al-nuzil). Despite extensive
historical literature examining the codex’s chronological order, there remains
a distinct lacuna regarding quantitative and qualitative content analyses of
the traditions detailing the Prophet’s systematic instruction (igra’) of ‘All (a)
and its epistemological implications for the singularity versus multiplicity of
readings. This study addresses the distinctive qualities of Imam °“Alr’s
recitation, the pedagogical mechanics of the prophetic igra’, and his
authoritative status relative to other companion reciters (qurra’).

2. Methodology

This research executes a mixed-method descriptive-analytical content
analysis, operating at the intersection of Hadith criticism and text linguistics.
The corpus was constructed by extracting principal traditions regarding the
codex and recitation of Imam ‘Al (a) from classical Shia canonical and early
Hadith collections, notably Kitab Sulaym ibn Qays, Basa'ir al-Darajat by al-
Saftar, al-Kafi by al-Kulayni, Tafsir al-Qummi, and al-Khisal by Ibn Babawayh.
The methodological framework progressed through three phases: First, an
etymological and semantic analysis of core terminology (Mushaf, Qira’ah,
Igra’, and the technical phrase Kama Unzila). Second, a quantitative thematic
analysis measuring categorical distribution across the codex reports: Quranic
Sciences (33.82%), Textual Compilation (30.88%), Inscription and Authorship
(20.59%), Dictation (8.82%), and Recitation (5.88%). Third, a structured
qualitative content analysis of two cardinal traditions utilizing matrix
categorization (textual segmentation, keyword extraction, focal thematic units,
latent/manifest semantic derivation, and intra-textual hadith collation).



267 Representation of the recitation and collection of the Quran by ...| Melika Kordlouie et al

3. Key Findings

The qualitative and quantitative analyses yielded several critical insights:

1. The Tripartite Pedagogical Transmission (Iqra’, Imla’, Kitabah):
The traditions substantiate that the transmission of the Quranic text from the
Prophet to Imam ‘Al (a) operated through an integrated, three-tiered
verification mechanism: oral instruction and auditory reception (igra’),
verbatim prophetic dictation (iml@’), and immediate transcription (kitabah)
in the Prophet’s presence. This legalistic and rigorous methodology
precluded memory lapses, transcription errors, and textual interpolations.

2. Hermeneutic Comprehensiveness and Semantic Inseparability: As
articulated in the textual evidence ("and he taught me its ta 'wil, its tafsiy, its
abrogating and abrogated verses, its unambiguous and ambiguous parts..."),
prophetic pedagogy transcended formal phonetics to incorporate the entire
hermeneutical framework. The dominant percentage of Quranic sciences
(33.82%) indicates that authentic recitation in the prophetic tradition is
intrinsically intertwined with profound comprehension and contextual
awareness.

3. Singular Divinely Authorized Recitation (Kama Unzila): The reports
unequivocally demonstrate that the Quran was revealed according to a
single, uniform reading ("The Quran is one, revealed from the One"). The
operative descriptor Kama Unzila ("as it was revealed") denotes the pristine,
unaltered verbal revelation aligned with authentic meaning. The historical
divergence into multiple gira’at is analyzed as a subsequent historical
development stemming from individual human ijtihad, regional dialects, and
the disregard of the primary authoritative codex.

4. Epistemic Infallibility via Divine Endowment: The explicit
invocation by the Prophet ("and he prayed to Allah to grant me
understanding and preservation”) alongside Imam ‘Alr’s affirmation ("/
never forgot a single verse...") establishes a state of divinely sustained
epistemological preservation ( ‘ismah ‘ilmiyyah) that endured throughout his
lifetime (mundhu).

5. Primacy of Revelation Preservation over Political Authority: In the
secondary focal narrative, Imam “Ali’s vow not to put on his outdoor cloak
until the compilation was completed ("la artadi hatta ajma‘ahu’)
underscores his prioritization of safeguarding the sacred scripture from
dispersal and distortion over active political contestation following the
Prophet’s demise.
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4. Conclusion

Content analysis of the traditions concerning the Mushaf of Imam ‘Al (a)
establishes that his recitation constitutes the definitive archetype of authentic
prophetic revelation. Characterized by direct transmission, simultaneous
written codification, and exhaustive mastery over exegesis and esoteric
hermeneutics, Imam “Alt’s reading serves as the ultimate normative criterion
for evaluating recitation validity and distinguishing divine text from
subsequent human variations. The divergence of readings within the wider
community is situated historically as a consequence of bypassing this
pristine apostolic repository. Consequently, the codex of Imam ‘All (a)
stands as an enduring testament to the textual integrity of the Quran, the
foundational unity of its recitation, and the exclusive intellectual and
spiritual marja Tyyah of the Ahl al-Bayt (a) in elucidating the divine word.
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1. Introduction & Theoretical Framework

The inimitability (/jaz) and rhetorical brilliance of the Holy Quran are
intrinsically linked to the delicate equilibrium between phonological
articulation and profound semantic structures. Within the disciplines of
Quranic recitations (Qira’at) and the science of pause and initiation (Wagf
and Ibtida’), the acoustic phenomenon of Sakt—defined as a momentary
suspension of sound lasting approximately two vowel-counts without
inhaling, accompanied by the intention of continuing recitation—holds a
distinctive position in the canonical transmission of Hafs from ‘Asim via the
Shatibiyyah pathway. Unlike Wagqf (which requires inhalation and introduces
full prosodic cessation), Qat‘ (the definitive termination of recitation), and
Wasl (unbroken phonetic continuum), Sakt constitutes an autonomous
acoustic-semantic space within syntactic flow. This study investigates the
rhetorical, syntactic, and theological dimensions of the four consensus loci
of Sakt in Hafs’s transmission.

2. Methodology & Analytical Matrix

The research adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology integrated with
an acoustic rhetoric approach. The analytical framework systematically
evaluates each locus across four parameters: 1) Versal co-text and thematic
environment; 2) Phonetic execution in Hafs's reading; 3) Comparative
phonological evaluation against alternative canonical transmissions (e.g.,
assimilation/Idgham in Warsh, Hamzah, al-Kisa’1, and Abt Bakr); and 4)
Delineation of rhetorical, syntactic, and exegetical values substantiated by
classical authorities (al-Zamakhshari, Fakhr al-Din al-Razi, al-Alisi, Sayyid
Qutb, Ibn ‘Ashiir) and master grammarians (Ibn Hisham, al-Nahhas, al-
Zajjaj, and al-Farra’).

3. Detailed Findings & Rhetorical Analysis of the Four Loci

Surah al-Kahf (18:1-2) — Accusative Tanwin of ‘Iwaja to Qayyiman:

- In the Verse(lz.igé“l;;g A Jazo r;];) , executing Sakt on ‘waja before
qayyiman resolves a critical syntactic ambiguity by precluding the
misperception of gayyiman (straight/upright) as an adjectival modifier for
‘iwaja (crookedness)—a semantic impossibility. Rhetorically, this pause
highlights the transition from absolute negation of internal discrepancy

(intrinsic perfection of scripture) to the positive affirmation of rectification
and universal guidance (extrinsic efficacy).



299 The Quranic Sakt and Its Rhetorical Implications in ...| Sadegh ghasemzadeh et al

Surah Ya-Sin (36:52) — Terminal Alif of Marqadina to Hadha:

- In the verse(dsladll (3ios 5adsll i85 b 136 “6adss oye Ui o W3 G 15J6)
Sakt delineates a sharp boundary between two distinct speakers and
psychological states. It isolates the disbelievers' bewildered lamentation
upon eschatological awakening from the subsequent reassurance of

believers/angels confirming divine resurrection promises, averting syntactic
confusion (tajadhub).

Surah al-Qiyamah (75:27) — Quiescent Niin of Man to Raq:

- In the verse(sl; "4 Ji33) , Sakt mandates the explicit phonetic

articulation (izhar) of the Nun before RT’, preventing assimilation into
marrdag (practiced by the majority of reciters). This preserves the
interrogative status of man (who?) and the predicate rag (healer/curer),
avoiding confusion with the noun marrdq (an itinerant or oil merchant).
Acoustically, the breathless pause mirrors the agonal breathlessness of a
dying individual, the helpless desperation of bystanders, and the solemn
suspense of angels presiding over the soul's ascent.

Surah al-Mutaffifin (83:14) — Quiescent Lam of Bal to Rana:

- In the verse(&pss g8 1 W%’b e Gl s M) , Sakt prevents the
phonological assimilation of the prepositional Lam into R1’ (averting
homophony with barran). This brief pause emphasizes the shift from
categorical rebuke (kalla) to the diagnostic disclosure of moral corrosion

(rana—the spiritual rust enveloping hardened hearts), acoustically enacting
the encasing barrier of accumulated sin.

4. Scholarly Innovations & Conclusion

The findings confirm that Sakt in Hafs’s transmission is an authentic,
narrated (mangqiil) phonological legacy rather than an arbitrary interpretive
choice. The research contributes dual scholarly innovations: 1) Thematic
Innovation: Expanding Qira’at studies beyond mechanical tajweed rules
into acoustic rhetoric and applied tafsir; 2) Theoretical Innovation:
Establishing Sakt as an autonomous rhetorical hinge that temporarily
suspends phonetic velocity to deepen listener cognition and anchor
foundational theological tenets.
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1. Introduction

The phenomenon of Quranic recitations (qira’at) and the historical
involvement of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them) in determining or
transmitting the phonetic and vocalic forms of revelation constitute an
intricate subject within Islamic studies, Hadith sciences, and Imami
jurisprudence. Muhammad ibn Ya'qiib al-Kulaynt’s (d. 329 AH) al-Kafi, the
foundational corpus of early Shi'T tradition, records several narrations
concerning Quranic recitations. Textual analysis reveals three seemingly
divergent categories of reports: (1) narrations enjoining believers to recite
according to the widespread, conventional readings of the public ("recite as
the people recite"), (2) narrations advocating the absolute unity of the
revelation ("The Quran is one, revealed from the One; variation originates
from the transmitters"), and (3) narrations attributing distinct, non-canonical
variant readings specifically to the Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt. Contemporary
critical scholarship—exemplified by ‘Allamah al-Sayyid Murtada al-‘Askart
in al-Qur’an al-Karim wa Riwdyat al-Madrasatayn and Grand Ayatollah al-
Khii't in al-Bayan—has largely dismissed the third category based on
putative chains of transmission containing weak or extremist (ghulat)
transmitters. This study re-evaluates the technical authenticity of these
chains and systematically analyzes the hermeneutical frameworks used by
Imam scholars to resolve these conflicting traditions.

2. Methodology

This study adopts a rigorous analytical and critical-historical approach
rooted in classical Rijal, Dirayah, and Usil al-Figh (specifically the theory of
resolving conflicting traditions: al-Ta ‘adul wa al-Tarajih). The investigation
restricts its scope to vocalic and diacritical variants (harakat) rather than
textual additions or omissions. The methodology operates across two
dimensions:

1. Technical Chain Reconstruction & Disambiguation: Resolving
shared or homonymous names (al-mushtarakat) by mapping transmitter-
receiver networks (rawi and marwi ‘anh) and cross-referencing classical bio-
bibliographical authorities (al-Najashi, al-Tus1, al-Kashshi, Ibn Dawiid, and
al-Hill1).

2. Conflict Resolution Framework: Applying jurisprudential rubrics to
determine whether apparent contradictions among authentic reports are
reconcilable via semantic synthesis (al-jam°), preference weighting (al-
tarjih), or juristic indifference/choice (al-takhyir).
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3. Findings

A) Re-assessment and Verification of Transmission Chains:

1. Surah al-Ma’idah: 95 ("dhawa ‘adlin” vs. "dhii ‘adlin”): ‘Allamah al-
‘AskarT weakened the first narration in a/-Kafi by identifying the ambiguous
"Ahmad ibn Muhammad" as the notorious narrator al-Sayyari. However,
structural isnad mapping demonstrates that Kulayni’s direct teacher,
Muhammad ibn Yahya al-‘Attar, never transmitted directly from al-SayyarT.
Contextual evidence decisively establishes that "Ahmad ibn Muhammad" is
either the eminent Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isa al-Ash‘ari or Ahmad ibn
Muhammad ibn Khalid al-Barqt, both indisputably reliable. Furthermore, the
second narration—transmitted via ‘Ali ibn Ibrahim from his father, from Ibn
Ab1 ‘Umayr, from Hammad ibn ‘Uthman—represents a textbook example of
an authentic (sahih) Imami chain.

1. Surah al-An‘am: 33 ("la yukdhibiinaka" without tashdid): The isnad—
incorporating renowned figures such as al-Husayn ibn Sa‘id, al-Nadr ibn
Suwayd, and Ya‘'qub ibn Shu‘ayb—is fully authentic and perfectly matches the
recognized canonical readings of Nafi® and al-Kisa'1 among the Seven Readers.

2. Surah al-Hijr: 41 ("siratu ‘Aliyin mustaqim”): While Ahmad ibn
Mihran was impugned due to Ibn al-Ghada’irT’s hyper-critical approach, his
reliability is defended based on al-Kulaynt’s invocation of mercy upon him,
his frequent citations in a/-Kafi, and the defenses provided by modern
authorities like Ayatollah Subhani and ‘Allamah Mamaqani.

3. Narrations on Unity and Canonical Readings: Reports transmitted by
Salim ibn Abi Salamah (clarified by al-Hurr al-‘Amili and al-Saffar in
Basa’ir al-Darajat) and Jamil ibn Darraj from Zurarah also withstand
rigorous rijali verification.

B) Analytical Typology of Conflict Resolution:

Faced with authentic but divergent reports, Imami scholarship has
branched into five major paradigms:

1. Preference for Well-Known Recitations (Tarjih al-Qira’at al-
Mashhiirah): Advanced by al-Shaykh al-Mufid, al-Shahid al-Awwal, al-
Shahid al-Thani, and al-Majlisi, arguing for communal cohesion and the
authority of the received text.
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2. Preference for Ahl al-Bayt Variants: Advocated by traditionalist-
Akhbari scholars (e.g., Muhaddith al-NiirT), who interpreted popular reading
endorsements as instances of prudential dissimulation (tagiyyah)—a view
weakened by the established principle of testing narrations against the
publicly known Quran.

2. Interpretive Reconciliation (al-Jam* al- ‘Urfi/al-‘Aqli): Proposed by
Sahib al-Jawahir and al-Majlist (harmonizing "dhid" and "dhawa" as
chronological references to the Prophet and the Imam). This synthesis is
critiqued as an artificial, rationalistic (‘aqli) construct lacking intuitive
linguistic backing.

3. Legal Choice (al-Takhyir): Rooted in al-Kulayni’s own methodological
preface to al-Kafi, permitting recourse to either valid transmission where
definitive prioritization is elusive.

5. Preference for the Optimal Textual Alignment: Articulated by ‘Allamah
Ma‘rifat, who highlighted the superior transmission lineage ("the golden
chain") of the reading of Hafs from ‘Asim as the most textually and
historically sound criterion.

4. Conclusion

This inquiry proves that the narrations regarding Quranic recitations in
al-Kaft are technically sound and should not be summarily dismissed on
grounds of sanad weakness. Nevertheless, at the level of textual application,
artificial harmonizations fail the standard of sound legal reasoning.
Consequently, adopting the recitation corresponding to the universally
received codex (such as Hafs from ‘Asim) represents the most
methodologically rigorous and widely accepted paradigm within Imami1
Quranic and Hadith scholarship.
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1. Introduction

The art of Quranic recitation (7ilawah) constitutes one of the most
revered spiritual and artistic expressions of Islamic civilization. It is an
elevated cultural medium that brings the phonetic and celestial beauty of the
Divine Word into living auditory manifestation. Within this heritage, the
active engagement of female reciters possesses a rich and continuous
historical pedigree—from early Islamic personalities such as Umm Waraqah
and Sitt Nafisah to the documented female recitation masters of al-Andalus
and Baghdad. In the early 20th century, Egypt witnessed a golden age
wherein distinguished female reciters (such as Shaykhah Munirah ‘Abduh,
Wadudah Badr al-Manyalawiyyah, Shaykhah Mabriikah, Sakinah Hasan, and
Layla Hasan) were broadcast on radio and performed at prestigious public
and private gatherings on par with legendary male masters like Ali
Mahmoud, Sheikh Rifat, and Mustafa Ismail. In contemporary times, the
establishment of international Quranic competitions in Malaysia (since
1961) and post-1979 developments in the Islamic Republic of Iran have
further fostered female participation.

2. Methodology and Conceptual Framework

Nevertheless, qualitative evaluations indicate that contemporary female
recitations exhibit a visible artistic and expressive gap when compared with
elite male masters. This gap is fundamentally attributable to prolonged
stagnation in rudimentary imitation, the dominance of formulaic 6-to-12-line
contest routines, and the absence of a grounded methodological framework
for vocal innovation (/bda ‘) attuned to female vocal physiology. This study
addresses this critical gap by investigating the systemic theoretical, acoustic,
and melodic requisites necessary for female reciters to produce sovereign,
innovative, and deeply impactful recitations.

This study adopts a rigorous three-tiered descriptive-analytical and
comparative research design:

1. Documentary & Archival Research: Critical examination of historical
biographical dictionaries (7abagat), chronicles, and press archives to reconstruct
the socioreligious and institutional trajectory of female recitation.

2. Musicological & Modal Analysis: Specialized phonological, acoustic, and
melodic analysis of surviving archival audio recordings from five pioneering
Egyptian female reciters—scrutinizing pitch registers, microtonal ornamentation
(tahrir), modal pathways (magamat and compound modes), cadences (qafalat),
breathing dynamics, and expressive techniques (legato and talwin).
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3. Comparative Adjudication & Fieldwork: Cross-regional comparison
between Egyptian classical heritage, Southeast Asian traditions (Malaysia
and Indonesia), and Iranian contest practices, augmented by semi-structured
qualitative interviews with leading international recitation adjudicators.

3. Findings

The core findings of this study are articulated across four structural
pillars:

1. Classical Immersion & Transcendence of Mechanical Imitation:
Historical inquiry demonstrates that artistic innovation is rooted in deep,
disciplined imitation. Early Egyptian female reciters achieved singular vocal
identities because they were steeped in the living oral traditions of master
melodic architects. In contrast, modern contest pressures encourage
superficial mimicry across too many styles without foundational depth.
Genuine innovation (/bda ‘) requires utilizing rigorous imitation purely as an
initial scaffolding before cultivating an autonomous melodic voice.

2. Harmony with Female Vocal Physiology & Acoustic Ergonomics:
The uncritical emulation of male two-octave climaxes represents a severe
structural mismatch. Anatomical and physiological evidence indicates that
females possess an average vital lung capacity ratio of approximately 3 liters
compared to 5 liters in males, alongside distinct laryngeal tissue elasticity
and periodic hormonal fluctuations that affect vocal fold tension. Archival
analyses of Munirah ‘Abduh and Sakinah Hasan demonstrate that pioneering
female reciters did not force unnatural multi-octave strain; instead, they
mastered a comfortable 10-to-13-degree range, emphasizing rich low-to-mid
registers, intricate micro-ornamentations (¢ahrir), and fluid legato phrasing.

3. Dismantling Contest Stereotypes & Revitalizing Assembly (Majlis)
Recitation: The confinement of female recitation to brief competitive trials
has stifled artistic risk-taking and improvisation. Genuine melodic
innovation demands non-competitive assembly platforms where reciters can
freely develop compound modes (such as Siz-e Delara, Nayriiz, Huzam,
Isfahan, and Mahir), experiment with creative modulations, and allow
themes to organically evolve.

4. Semantic-Centric Execution vs. Superficial Over-Melodization:
Excessive melodic embellishment uncoupled from scriptural meaning results
in "melodic indulgence" (lahn-zadagi), which diminishes spiritual gravitas.
True innovation occurs when vocal imagery (faswir al-ma‘nd) arises
intrinsically from the thematic core of the Quranic text, ensuring that
musical structure serves revelation rather than technical ostentation.
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4. Conclusion

This investigation establishes that /bda ‘ (innovation) in female recitation
is a disciplined, triangular synthesis of maqam competence, physiological
vocal resonance, and theological-semantic depth. To realize this potential,
Quranic institutions must: (a) reform adjudication rules to prioritize artistic
phrasing, breath ergonomics, and semantic delivery over mere vocal range;
(b) provide vocal hygiene and voice-science pedagogy; and (c) cultivate
independent, non-competitive recitation salons for women.
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